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naturally follow any cold winter or spring (cases in point are 1916 and 1923). If
COupled with.unusuallylow salinity, an unusual extension of the Nova Scotian current
Would be indicated, though this same state might result from a cold winter followed
by greater river freshets than usual, a combination not unknown. Abnormally low
surnrner temperature, coupled with high salinity, would result if more slope water
than usual was then flowinginto the gulf and if it was being incorporated with the
O'\Terlying water more rapidly than usual.

Temperatures and salinities lower than usual along the outer part of the continen­
tal slope abreast the gulf in summer would be conclusive evidence of some unusual
e:X:pansion of water from the northeast, such as seems actually to have occurred in
1916(p. 848). If combined with very high salinity, very low temperatures along
the edge of the continent would be good evidence of some upwelling from the abyss;
and although no upwelling of this sort has come under direct observation off the
Gulf of Maine region, or seems likely to occur there, events. of this sort would have
SUch a wide-reaching effect on local hydrography that strict watch should be kept
for them. . .

SALINITY IS

GENERAL SUMMARY

: The account of the salinity of the gulf may commence, appropriately, with a
brief summary, 'both because the general reader may find in it information sufficient
for his wants and to serve as introductory to the more detailed description..
... The Gulf of Maine falls among the less saline of inclosed seas; the salt content
ofits waters averages 'very much lower, for instance, than that of the Mediterranean,
sOlllewhat lower than that of the North Sea, but higher than that of the Baltic. A
clos~parallel to the Gulf of Maine, in salinity.ris to be found in tho Skagerak, COD­

necting tho Baltic with the North ·Sea.. This relationship was to have been expected
b~cause the continentalwaters along. the northwestern margin of the Atlantic are
decidedly less saline, as a whole, than on the European side. . .
. . Cornp~red with the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Gulf of Maine shows slightly the

hIgher mean salinityat the surface; but the deep waters of these two gulfs agree very
clOsely in this respect, as they do also in temperature. .

-. Perhaps the most notable feature of the gulf, from the present standpoint, is the
abrupt contrast between the decidedly low salinity (averaging only about 32 to 32.5
l?~l' mille at the surface and32.8 to 33 per mille at 100 meters' depth) over and
WIthin its offshore rim, and the very much salter (> 35.5 per mille) water of the so­
called "Gulf Stream," always to be found only a few miles to the seaward of the
edge of the continent. This contrast finds its counterpart in the temperature and
also in the color of the water. '
. . The Gulf of Maine is also interesting for the wide regional variationsin salinity
~ Its inner wa~ers, where, in spite?f its small extent, the ~xtremesr.ecord?d(ab~ut
,'to 35 per mille) cover a range WIder than that of the entire AtlantIC basin outside
~- . ~--
~ 18In modern oceanograpbtc.pnrlance tho degree of saltness, or "salinity," of tho sea water Is expressed as the total weight, In
rat:s, of the solids In a state of solution In 1,000 grams of water. 'I'his relationship" per thousand," or "por mille," is chosen

or than the more Iamllar term "per cent," meroly for convenience to avoid the constant use of small fractloDall,urts.
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the 1,000-meter contour. However, even such a range as this is narrow, as com­
pared to temperature, for with the mean salinity of the gulf falling close to 32.5 per
mille the extreme variation is not more than 20 per cent. Consequently, I must
caution the reader that while emphasis is laid on these variations in the following
pages, they are actually so small, from season. to season and from place to place,
that their measurement requires careful chemical or physical tests. They could not
be detected by any human sense. To use a homely example, no one, I fancy, could
distinguish the saltest water of the gulf from the freshest by its taste, but no one
could fail to tell the temperature of winter from that of summer if he dipped his
hand in the water or by feeling the spray on his face.

The gulf is invariably saltest in the eastern side of its trough and' in the
Eastern Channel, which connects the latter with the open ocean. It is freshest
in the coastwise belt along its northern and western shores and along the western
shoreline of Nova Scotia, as appears repeatedly on the charts of salinity for various
levels and seasons.

The fact that the water over Georges Bank (the shoal southern rim of the gulf)
is not salter than the basin to the north of it deserves emphasis because its proximity
to the oceanic waters of the" Gulf Stream" might lead us to expect high salinities
there.

A wide seasonal variation in the salinity of the surface is characteristic of coast­
wise waters in boreal latitudes, the water freshening at the season of the spring fresh­
ets and then gradually salting again as this inrush of river water is incorporated by
the mixings and churnings caused by the tides, winds, and waves.

The Gulf of Maine is no exception to this rule. The widest seasonal variations
so far actually recorded there at any given station are from about 28 per mille in
April to about 32.7 per mille in winter in the Bay of Fundy (fig. 165), and from about
28.3 per mille in May to about 32.3 per mille in early March in the opposite side of
the gulf, a few miles off the mouth of the Merrimac River (p. 813). Such changes,
however, are confined to the superficial stratum of water not over 40 meters thick.
The bottom waters of the gulf deeper than 100 meters see very little alteration in
salinity from season to season. The salinity has also proved unexpectedly constant
from year to year in all parts of the gulf at any given season.

. The Gulf of Maine is characterized by a considerable vertical range in salinity
over all but its most tide-stirred portions, contrasting strongly in this respect with
the North Sea, across the Atlantic, where the salinity as a whole is more nearly
uniform from the surface downward. The vertical range is widest in spring and
summer, when the surface as a whole is freshest, narrowest toward the end of the
winter; greatest, too, where the stirring effects of the tides are least, as in the west­
ern side of the gulf off Massachussetts Bay, and least where tidal currents keep the
water more thoroughly churned, as in the Bay of Fundy in one side of the gulf or
on Nantucket Shoals in the other.

In summer, and in the coastwise zone, the increase in salinity with depth
averages most rapid from the surface down to a depth of about 50 to 75 meters; but
there are many exceptions, and in the deep basin of the gulf the salinity gradient
may be nearly uniform, surface to bottom, or the rise in salinity may be found most
rapid as the bottom is approached.
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The detailed account of the salinity of the gulf may well commence with its
state at the end of the winter and during the first days of spring, both because this is
the season when variations in salinity, both regional and vertical, are least, and

. because this choice of a point of beginning will parallel the description of the
temperature of the gulf. (p. 522).

FEBRUARY AND MARCH

At the end of February and during the first week of March the salinity of most
parts of the gulf is at or near its maximum for the year, except close to the mouths
of the larger rivers. It is also most nearly uniform then regionally, having had a
range of only 1.3 per mille from station to station at the surface in March, 1920.
In the offshore parts of the gulf the salinity is then also close to uniform vertically,
from the surface down to a depth of 40 to 50 meters, but increases at greater depths
down to the bottom of the trough, as is the general rule in all parts of the Gulf of
Maine at all seasons.

SURFACE

During the last week of February and the month of March of 1920 (which we
must, perforce, take as representative, being the only year when we have made a
general survey of the gulf at this season) the surface water was freshest (31.3 to 32
per mille) along a narrow band fringing the coast between Portland and the eastern
boundary of Maine (fig. 91); and it is probable that equally low salinities prevailed
in the more inclosed bays and in the mouths of harbors all around the coast line of
the gulf at that time. The curves for successive values show that this band of .
water, less saline than 32 per mille, was probably not wider than 20 miles (measured
from the outermost islands or headlands) on any line normal to the coast, with
rather an abrupt transition to salinities higher than 32 per mille a few miles to the
seaward of the IOO-meter contour. In outlining the distribution of salinity farther
out from the land, the curve for 32.5 per mille is the most instructive, its undulating
course marking an artificial boundary between the fresher and salter waters. Water
fresher than this overspreads the entire northwestern and western portions of the
gulf at this season and its eastern side as well, spreading offshore to include the
whole western half of Georges Bank, a considerable area off Penobscot Bay, and the
whole breadth of the continental shelf (including Browns Bank) to the southward
of Cape Sable. 79

The salinity of the surface water in the offing of the cape is especially interest­
ing at this season as evidence of the extent to which the icy waters of the Nova
Scotian current (characterized equally by low salinity) have- begun to flood west­
ward past the cape into the Gulf of Maine. In 1920 the situation of the isohaline
for 32,2 per mille on this March chart clearly shows that the freshest (also the coldest)
core of this drift lay well out framthe shore off southernNova Scotia, directed
toward Browns Bank, and that it had not yet passed the longitude of Cape Sable in
appreciable volume. The low salinity of the waters that then skirted the western

11 The surface sallnlty was only 32.16 per mllle at our outermost station on the Shelburne profile (20077)on March 19.
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shores of Nova Scotia « 32.2 per mille) is thus shown to be of local origin-i. e., merely
a part of the generally low salinity of the coastwise belt, resulting from the drainage of
fresh water from the sundry streams that empty along that sector of the coast line.

At the time of our spring cruise in 1920 the surface water over the eastern half
of Georges Bank and. in the southeastern part of the basin of the gulf was more saline
than 32.5 per mille, this area of high salinity indenting Y-like into the inner parts of
the gulf. with its one arm extending northward along the eastern side of the basin to
the mouth of the Bay of Fundy and the other westward toward Cape Cod in a man­
ner better shown on the chart (fig. 91) than verbally. It is probable that this contrast
in salinity between the western and eastern ends of Georges Bank is characteristic of
this season of the year.

The distribution of salinity on Georges and Browns Banks also makes it proba­
ble that the saltest surface waterin the Eastern Channel and in the neighboring part
of the basin of the gulf then took the form of an isolated pool entirely cut off from
the still more saline surface water (> 33 per mille) of the Atlantic basin outside the
edge of the continent, reflecting some local stirring or upwelling of the water.

Apparently it would not have been necessary to run out more than about 25 to
30 miles from the continental edge of Georges Bank in February and March to have
encountered surface salinities of 33 per mille and upward; but the low value (32.16
per mille) at our outermost station on the Shelburne profile (station 20077) suggests
that the isohaline for 33 per mille then departed farther and farther from the conti­
nental slope, passing eastward from Georges Bank, to leave a widening wedge of less
saline water next the edge of the continent.

The most spectacular event in the yearly cycle of salinity of the Gulf of Maine
is the sudden freshening of the surface near its shores, which follows the spring
freshets of its rivers, an event happening earlier or later, according to the date when
the snow that blankets New England, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia melts and
the ice in the lakes and streams goes out. In this respect the spring of 1920 was
late, following a severe winter. The effect of this outpouring of land water makes
itself evident, by lowered salinity at the surface, earlier off some parts of the coast
than off others. However, this regional variation does not correspond directly to
the latitude of the rivers concerned, because the effect of the Kennebec was made
evident in 1920 by surface salinity nearly 1 per mille lower close in to its mouth
(station 20058) than either to the westward or to the eastward of it as early as
March 4 (fig. 91); but any effect that the discharge from the Merrimac may have
had on the preexisting salinity up to that date must have been confined to the
immediate vicinity of its mouth, because the surface was then about the same for
the general sector between Cape Elizabeth and Cape Ann as for the offing of the
river (32.2 to 32.3 per mille).

In 1925 (an earlier spring on land as well as in the sea) fresh water from the
Merrimac had developed a streak of low surface salinity (30.7 per mille) for about 6
miles out from the mouth of the river by March 12, with slightly higher surface
val ues (31 to 32 per mille) to the north and south (Fish Hawk stations 20 and 28,
cruise 9, pp. 1009, 1010). While higher values in Massachusetts Bay (32.4 to 32.9 per
mille; Fish Hawk cruise 8, March 10, stations 2 to 18A; p. 1004) prove that low salin­
ities from this source had not yet spread southward past Cape Ann, the freshets fr0111
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40~meter level for this whole area was only 0.1 per mille, including the deep water
off the southeastern slope of Georges Bank (station 20069) and the continental shelf
abreast southern Nova Scotia (stations 20073 to 20077).

Our several stations in Massachusetts Bay, for various dates in March during
the three years of record, have shown the upper 40 meters of water equally homoge­
neous there; and it is probable that this generalization would apply to the entire
coastal zone of the gulf outside the outer islands during the last half of February,
except close to the mouths of the larger rivers.

In March, 1920, homogeneity characterized the whole column of water in the
western part of the basin of the gulf, as limited by a line running southeastward from
Penobscot Bay, down to a depth of 100 to 150 meters, with the difference in salinity
between 40 and 100 meters averaging almost exactly the same as between the sur­
face and 40 meters (about 0.05° per mille). In other words, stirring by tides and
waves is active enough to keep the water virtually equalized in salinity down to this
depth during the late winter and early spring. However, our March stations have
all yielded considerably higher salinities at 100 meters' depth than at 40 meters in
the Eastern Channel and inward all along the eastern side of the. basin of the gulf
(not however, in the Bay of Fundy), with an average difference of about 0.6 per
mille (stations 20055, 20056, 20071, 20072, 20081,20082, and 20086) and a maxi­
mum range of 1.43 per mille in the channel between Georges and Browns Banks
(station 20071).

The presence of this tongue of more saline water at 100 meters combines with a
more or less constant tendency toward upwelling from the deeper strata to raise the
lower boundary of the stratum, equalized by vertical stirrings, some meters higher
there than in any other part of the gulf. An even wider vertical range of salinity
between the 40~meter and 100-meter levels, recorded over the shelf south of Nova
Scotia that same March (stations 20074 to 20077; range of 0.8 to 2.7 per mille),
suggests a drift of the fresher coastal water out. over the salter slope water; 80 and
this, or a reciprocal movement of the slope water in toward the slope on bottom, is
also the probable explanation for almost as steep a gradient in the upper 40 meters
off the southwest slope of Georges Bank on February 22 (station 20044 and 20045),
and off its southeast face on March 12 (station 20069; fig. 92).

All the March stations in the open basin of the gulf also show a considerable
vertical increase in salinity at depths greater than 100 meters, with a maximum
difference of 1.26 per mille between 100 meters and 150 (station 20053), a minimum
of 0.14 per mille.

The homogeneity of the superficial stratum of the gulf, characteristic of the last
weeks of winter, gives place to the devolopment of a more stratified state in the
coastal belt in March as the increasing volume of fresh water discharged from the
rivers lowers the salinity of the surface along the tracks affected by their discharges.
In the year 1920 the discharge from the Kennebec, perhaps combined with water from
the Penobscot, had reduced the salinity of the surface water off Boothbay fully 1 per
mille below that of the 40~meter level by March 4 (station 20058).81 In 1925 the

10The surface stratum of low salinity cut by the Shelburne protlIe for March is the southernmost extension of the Nova
Scotian current (p. 832). .

11No observations were taken at the mouth of Penobscot Bay during this month, consequently I can not state how far sea­
ward the outflow Crom the Penobscot River may then have Influenced the vertical dlstrtbutlcn oC salinity.
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outflow from the Merrimac produced a slightly greater vertical range of salinity
(average difference of 1.5 per mille between surface and 40 meters) in the region
between Cape Ann and the Isles of Shoals by March 12 (Fish Haw7c cruise 9, stations
20 to 28), though its full effect was not felt until a month later (p. 725).

Unfortunately, the water samples for these Fish Haw7c stations and for the Alba­
tross station off Boothbay for March 4, 1920 (station 20058), were not taken at vert­
ical intervals close enough to show whether the river water was then pouring into
the gulf in volume great enough to maintain a sharply defined stratum oflow salin­
ity at the surface. It is more likely that vertical stirring by tides and waves still
continued active enough to produce a more even gradation from the surface down­
ward. However, its effect was certainly greatest close to the surface and perhaps
not appreciably deeper than 20 to 40 meters until later on in the season.

40 METERS

Thanks to the homogeneous state that characterizes the superficial stratum of
the whole gulf (with the exceptions just noted) during the late winter and early
spring, the regional distribution of salinity for February and March is much the same
down to a depth of 40 to 50 meters as it is at the surface (fig. 91). The agree­
ment is especially close for the isohaline for 32.5 per mille, which shows the same con­
trast at 40 meters (fig. 93) between fresher water near land and salter offshore all
around the gulf as at the surface, and with the same expansions of low salinity out
over the western half of Georges Bank, southward into the central part of the basin
off the Penobscot Bay region, and out from Nova Scotia across the Northern
Channel to Browns Bank.

The isohalines for the 40-meter level (fig. 93) likewise parallel those for the sur­
face in locating the axis of the freshest band on the Shelburne profile « 32 per
mille) as lying over the outer part of the shelf, not close in to that coast as we have
found it later in the season (fig. 132). However the rather abrupt east-west transition
in salinity from this tongue to higher values over Browns Bank and in the Eastern
Channel (32.86 per mille, station 20071) is sufficient evidence that the Nova Scotian
current had not appreciably affected the salinity so deep as this farther west than
longitude 65° up to this date, though some slight movement of water may already
have taken place in this direction at the surface (p . 703).

The distribution of water salter than 32.5 per mille is also very nearly the same
at 40 meters as at the surface in March, with the same gradation lengthwise of
Georges Bank from lower values (about 32.4 per mille) at the western end to higher
values (about 32.6 to 32.7 per mille) at the eastern, and to slightly more saline water
(32.8 to 33 per mille) in the Eastern Channel and in the southeastern part of the
basin.

It is interesting to find a circumscribed pool of very high salinity (> 33 per mille)
in the eastern side of the basin at this level, which could have resulted only from
some local upwelling.

In winter and early spring, when the water has little vertical stability to resist
vertical currents, events of this sort are to be expected locally over small areas as
the result of tidal churnings, or caused by the wind. The distribution of salinity at
different seasons shows that the basin is most subject to them in its eastern side, and
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offshore gales often bring up water from below in volume great enough appreciably to
affect the temperature and salinity of the surface along the western shores of the
gulf during the later spring (p. 729).

It is not clear whether the water salter than 32.8 per mille, which occupied the
southeastern part of the gulf in March, 1920, was then continuous with still higher
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FlO. 93.-Sallnlty at a depth of 40 meters, February 22 to March 24, 1920

salinities offshore at the 40-meter level, as is suggested on the chart (fig, 93), or
whether it was inclosed by slightly lower salinities at the mouth of the Eastern
Ohannel, as seems to have been the case at the surface at the time. A station in
the offing of the channel would have settled this question.
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The only important difference between the distribution of salinity at the surface
of the gulf and at 40 meters for March is in the coast sector between Portland, Me.,
and Penobscot Bay, where the freshening of the surface by river water (p. 704) does
not at first affect the salinity to as great a depth.

The fact that moderately high salinities (34 per mille) lay closer in to the sea­
ward slope of Georges Bank at 40 meters depth than at the surface in February and
March (d. fig. 91 with fig. 93) is also worth mention as evidence of some recent
expansion of the surface water offshore.

100 METERS

The regional differences in the rate at which the salinity of the gulf increases
with increasing depth (p. 706) result in a much wider contrast in salinity between the
eastern and western sides of the gulf in the mid depths (as represented by the 100­
meter level by March) than in the upper stratum (fig. 94).

In the western and northwestern parts of the gulf, it is true, the mutual rela­
tionship of water fresher and salter than 32 per mille is then made essentially the
same at 100 meters as at shoaler levels by the homogeneity of the superficial stratum
(p. 705) and by the fact that the slight increase with depth was nearly uniform from
station to station in that subdivision of the gulf. A somewhat higher salinity (32.92
per mille) near Cape Cod (station 20088) than that of the surrounding waters (32.5
to 32.6 per mille) is only an apparent exception to this generalization, reflecting some
local upwelling from the salter, warmer waters below, an explanation corroborated by
the fact that the 100-meter temperature was also slightly higher there than at the
neighboring stations (fig. 13).

In the eastern side of the gulf, however, the curves for the several values (33
to 34 per mille) clearly outline a very definite and highly saline but narrow core
entering the gulf via the Eastern Channel, at the 100-meter level (hardly suggested
at the 40-meter level), spreading northward along the eastern slope of the basin, to
turn westward across the mouth of the Bay of Fundy as far as the longitude of
Mount Desert. It is probable, also, that a smaller increment was entering the Bay
of Fundy, or had recently entered, because the vertical increase in salinity from the
40-meter level downward was somewhat more rapid at the mouth of the latter (32.7
per mille at 100 meters at station 20079) than we have found it anywhere in the
western side of the gulf during March. It also seems certain that at the date of
observation (March 13 to 23) this saline tongue was continuous with the still salter
oceanic water via the eastern side of the Eastern Channel, witness a salinity of 33.78
per mille at 100 meters at the outermost station off Cape Sable (station 20077),
where the surface and 40-meter levels were by contrast notably low in salinity
(p. 1000). On the other hand, values lower than 33 per mille at 100 meters on the
eastern peak of Georges Bank (station 20070) and along its southeast face (station
20068) suggest that water less saline than 33 per mille was then drifting out of the
gulf along the western slope of the channel, to pool off the southeast face of Georges
Bank and so to hold the oceanic water (> 35 per mille) at least 60 miles out from the
latter. However, this pool of water of low salinity (and of low temperature) extended
only a few miles around the tip of the bank to the westward, with salinities higher than
34 per mille washing its southern face. If 35-per mille water did not actually touch
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the slope of the bank to the westward of longitude 68° on February 22 (stations
20044 and 20045), as it apparently had off New Jersey on February 21 (station 20043),
it was not separated from the edge of the continent there by more than 10 miles of
lower salinities at the 100-meter level at that time.

FlO. 94,-Salinity at l\ depth of 100meters, February 22 to March 24, 1020

The agreement between the March charts for temperature (p. 526, fig. 13) and
for salinity at 100 meters (fig. 94) is remarkably close in the eastern side of the gulf,
the two 'combined affording evidence as good as could be asked that warm saline
water was then actually flowing into the gulf along the eastern side of the Eastern
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Channel, or had been so flowing shortly previous. The failure of the Nova Scotian
current of low salinity to show at all in the 100-meter salinities for March, 1920,
either on the deeper parts off the shelf abreast of Shelburne, Nova Scotia, or in the
southeastern part of the Gulf of Maine, also deserves emphasis as evidence that
this current is confined strictly to the upper 50 or 75 meters of water at that season,
neither creeping westward through the Northern Channel at deeper levels nor cir­
cling Browns Bank.

The regional variation in salinity at 100 meters within the gulf was about 1.86
per mille for February and March, 1920.

SALINITY AT 150 METERS AND DEEPER

The March chart of salinity at 150 meters (fig. 95) is interesting chiefly as an
illustation of the west-east gradation from lower values to higher, which has
proved generally characteristic of the deep strata of the gulf, complicated, however,
by an extensive pool of very low salinity in the northwestern part of the basin, in
the offing of Penobscot Bay « 33 per mille), and extending southward past Cashes
Bank (station 20052). This phenomenon probably reflected an offshore drift,
associated with the low temperature to which the northern coastal zone of the
gulf chills during the winter (p. 651). Whether it develops annually, as its low
temperature (station 20052) would suggest, is an interesting question for the future.

A salinity slightly below 33 per mille in the extreme southwestern corner of
the basin at 150 meters on February 23 (station 20048, ::12.97 per mille), apparently
entirely inclosed by salter water, contrasting with the increase that took place in
the 150-meter salinity off Cape Ann from 33.4 per mille on that date (station 20049)
to 33.53 per mille on March 24 (station 20087), illustrates the extent to which the
state of the water at this depth is governed by mutual undulations of the shallow
(less saline) and deep (more saline) strata. No doubt movements of this sort are
constantly in progress, raising or lowering the upper boundary of the bottom stra­
tum salter than 33.5 per mille; but as yet we have not been able to follow these
submarine waves in detail.

The localization of salinities higher than 33.8 per mille along the eastern slope
of the basin at 150 meters in March, with a maximum of 34.4 per mille in the
Eastern Channel, points to some inflow right down to the bottom of the latter at
that date (February 22 to March 24) or shortly previous; but with so gentle a
gradation in salinity from the one side of the basin to the other, this indraft evidently
was (or had been) less rapid at the 150-meter level than at 100 meters, or in smaller
volume. Nor is its course within the gulf so definitely outlined by the curves for
successive values of salinity at the deeper level. Very little water of this origin, if
any, was then flowing over the rim into the Fundy Deep because the 150-meter
salinity WaS considerably lower within the latter (33.01 per mille, station 20079) than
in the neighboring part of the open basin (33.7 to 33.9 per mille). Nor had it
recently overflowed the shoal rim into the bowl at the mouth of Massachusetts Bay,
where the bottom water (150 meters) was about 1 per mille less saline on March 183

.than equal depths in the neighboring parts of the basin, and the entire column very
close to homogeneous, vertically, from surface to bottom.

83Station 20050,32.39per ml1le at 150meters.
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In the same way, a March reading of only 32.91 per mille at 175 meters in the
trough west of Jeffreys Ledge (station 20061) mirrors the hindrance of free circula­
tion at the bottom (p, 691) by the barrier rim to the north.
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Salinities at depths greater than 150 meters did not demonstrate any inflow as
actually taking place into the bottom of the gulf in February and March, 1920.
Thus we find a general and comparatively uniform gradation at 175 meters from
33.5 to 33.8 per mille around the inner slope of the basin generally (but only 33.03
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per mille in the topographic bight just east of Cashes Ledge) to 34 to 34.2 per mille
in the southeast corner (station 20064) and to 34.5 per mille in the eastern side of
the Eastern Channel (station 20071). It is probable, however, that a band of slightly
fresher water skirted the western slope of the latter down to this depth, as it
certainly did the southeastern face of Georges Bank, a phenomenon discussed
below (p. 848, 938).

At depths greater than 200 meters the contour of the bottom divides the trough
of the gulf into three separate basins: The 200-meter salinity fell between 33.7 per
mille and 34.7 per mille in February and March, 1920-1owest (33.8 to 34.1 per
mille) and extremely uniform in the western and northeastern channels, highest (33.2
to 34.7 per mille) in the southeastern and in the eastern channels, as was naturally
to be expected.

Water salter than 35 per mille (i, e., of nearly full oceanic salinity) washed the
slope at this level off the southwest face of Georges Bank, but was separated from the
southeastern slope by a wedge of considerably lower salinity (34.6 to 34.7 per mille,
station 20069), much as is described above for the shoaler levels (p. 704; figs. 93 to
95). And with the whole column less saline than 35 per mille right down to a depth
of 1,000 meters at this location, and also a few miles to the eastward of the mouth
of the Eastern Channel (station 20077), it is evident that a very considerable mass
of water of about the salinity that usually characterizes the bottom of the Gulf of
Maine then filled the entire submarine triangle at the mouth of the only possible
inlet into the deeps of the latter. This is a significant phenomenon because it is
from this source of moderate salinity (34.5 to 35 per mille), not from pure oceanic
water, that the bottom drift into the gulf draws, as is described more in extenso below
(p. 842). With this moderate salinity extending downward so deep (fig. 92), it is
evident that considerable upwelling might take place off the mouth of the channel
without bringing into the latter (and thus into the gulf) water of appreciably higher

. salinity than a more nearly horizontal inflow would bring.
Only a very small part of the gulf is much deeper than 200 meters. The bottom

water, at 250 meters, was 34 to 34.2 per mille in both the western and the eastern
bowls in March, 1920 (stations 20054 and 20087), with higher values in the south­
eastern part of the gulf,84 corresponding very closely to the salinity of the bottom of
the Eastern Channel (34.7 per mille) and outside the latter.

PROFILES

The charts for the several levels give a picture of the salinity in horizontal
projection, but the spacial distribution is made more graphic by representation
in profiles.

The essential contrast between the low salinity that characterizes the Gulf of
Maine at all seasons and the much more saline oceanic water to the seaward of the
continental edge is illustrated for February and March by two profiles running from
north to south across the gulf and its southern rim, the one from the offing of
·Cape .. Elizabeth (fig. 96), the other from the offing of Mount Desert Island.
(Fig~'97.) Taken in conjunction with the corresponding profiles for temperature

.. Station 20064, salinity approximately 34.8per mille (rom 250meters right down to the bottom in 330meters.
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(figs. 15 and 16), they show the water freshest where coldest (i. e., inshore), saltest
where warmest-a relationship that prevails all along the North American seaboard,
between the latitudes of Chesapeake Bay and of Cape Breton, at the time of year
when the temperature is at its lowest. The profiles for salinity differ, however
from those for temperature, in cutting across alternate bands of fresher water next
the coast, salter in the basin, fresher again over Georges Bank, and saltest of all at
their seaward ends outside the edge of the continent. This succession on the west­
ern profile (fig. 96) mirrors the expansion of water of low salinity (32.5 per mille)

FIG. 90.-Salinlty profile running southward from the offing of Osseo Bay, across Georges Blink, to the continental slope, Feb­
ruary 22to March 5, 1920

out from Cape Cod across the western part of Georges Bank. On the eastern
profile, however (fig. 97), the contrast between slightly lower values over Georges
Bank (32.6 to 32.7 per mille) than over the basin immediately to the north of it
(32.8 per. mille) is associated with the indraft via the Eastern Channel, which
interrupts the picture by raising the salinity of the upper stratum of that side of the
basin slightly above the values that might otherwise be expected there. In brief,
then, the contrast between basin and bank is caused on the one profile by outflow
over the latter from inshore, but on the other profile by an inflow around the bank
into the gulf.

The two profiles agree in showing comparatively low and uniform salinities
(temperatures, as well) at the offshore ends in the upper stratum, with the curves
for the successive values so nearly horizontal there that it would evidently have
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been necessary to run some distance farther offshore to have reached the inner edge
of the so-called "Gulf Stream" on either of these lines.

The deeper strata of the western profile (fig. 96), however, illustrate the prox­
imity of oceanic water to this end of the bank; evident, too, on the charts (figs. 94
and 95) by a very rapid rise in salinity, with increasing depth at the outer stations
(20044 and 20045) to oceanic values of 35 per mille and higher within 60 to 70
meters of the surface and down the slope from the 100-meter level. On the eastern
profile, however (fig. 97), the vertical change in salinity was not only less abrupt at
the offshore end, but water as saline as 35 per mille lay so far out from this part of
the slope that the profile did not reach it at any depth, although readings were taken
down to 1,000 meters (station 20069). Nor have we found water as saline as 35 per

FIG.97.-'-SaJinlty profile running Irom the vicInity of Mount Desert Island. southward across the gulf and across Georges Bank
, to tile continental 'slope, March 3 to 12. 1020

mille touching the southeastern face of the bank iater in the spring (fig. 117) or in the
summer. The presence of a wedge of water considerably less saline (and colderjthan
the so-called "Gulf Stream," sandwiched in between the latter and the slope in this
general location, is thus revealed as clearly in cross profile as it is in horizontal
projection. ,

Apart from these general features, the most instructive aspect of the western
member of this pair of profiles is its graphic presentation of a very notable difference
in the vertical distribution of salinity between the basin of the gulf to the north­
ward of the crest of Georges Bank (where the water was very close to homogeneous
from the surface downward to a depth of 100 meters) and the southern half of the
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bank, where salinity increased so rapidly with depth that a greater range was com­
pressed into the upper 40 meters than characterized the whole column of water
(280 meters) in the basin.

Both the profiles (figs. 96 and 97) also show a contrast of the reverse order in
the deeps between the oceanic slope to the south (nearly homogeneous in salinity
below the zone of most rapid vertical transition at 50 to 140 meters) and the gulf
basin to the north, where salinity increased from the 100-meter level down to the
bottom. Undulations in the thickness of the salt bottom waters or submarine waves
also appear on both profiles, evidence of rather an active state of vertical circulation
at the time, with the isohalines for 32.5 per mille and 33 per mille suggesting fI, tend­
ency toward upwelling in the northeastern part of the basin.

The rather marked contrast in the salinity of the bottom water of the eastern
profile (fig. 97), between 34 per mille to the northward of the ridge that divides this
side of the basin into a northern and southern bowl, and upwards of 34.5 per mille

FIG. 98.-Sallnity prollle running eastward from Massachusetts Bay, across tbe gull toward Oape Sable, March 1 to 23,1920

at an equal depth to the south of it, illustrates the very important role that such an
irregularity of the bottom may play in directing the circulation of the water. In
the present instance the bottom is to some extent divided by the ridge, as the charts
for the 100 and 150 meter levels (figs. 94 and 95) also show, water from its left-hand
side being responsible for the high bottom salinities in the southern sideof the basin
on this profile (stations 20053 and 20064), whereas its eastern branch drifts north­
ward chiefly to the eastward of station 20054.

This control which the conformation of the bottom exercises over the salinities
of the deeper strata of the gulf is made still more evident on a west-east profile (fig.
98) by the contrast between the bottom water of the opeI1 basin, on the one hand,
and of the deep bowl off Gloucester, on the other, just commented on (p. 712), where
the barrier rim of the bowl (st!1tion20050) is so effective an inclosure at this season
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that its deeper strata show almost no effect of overflows from the deeps of the neigh­
boring basin. A profile running out from the Isles of Shoals would show a contrast
of this same sort, and due to the same cause, between the trough to the west of
Jeffreys Ledge (station 20061) and the basin to the east of it, though with the actual
difference in salinity not so great between the two sides of this rather steep ridge
because this particular trough is open to the north.

The two phases of the salinity of the gulf that claim most attention in the first
days of spring, before the Nova Scotian current has spread westward past Cape
Sable, are the vernal freshening from the land, already mentioned (p.704), and the
state of the water in the eastern side, where the inflowing bottom current is chiefly
concentrated. The latter is illustrated graphically in east-west profile (fig. 98) by
a very evident banking up of the saltest bottom water (salter than 33.5 per mille)
to within about 80 meters of the surface on the eastern slope of the gulf (station
20086), when it lay nearly 100 meters deeper in the western side of the profile
(station 20087, March 23), and by the contrast between its high salinity and the
considerably less saline masses of water on either hand.

Unfortunately the three eastern stations (20084 to 20086) on this profile were
occupied about 3 weeks later, in date, than those immediately to the westward of
them, allowing the possibility that a cumulative development of the saline core
during the interval may have been partly responsible for the contrasting salinity.
But even if the most saline band was not as definitely limited on its western side,
at any given date, as it is represented, the profile certainly does not exaggerate the
gradation in salinity between the eastern and western sides of the basin, because
water samples were taken in both at the same date (March 23 and 24, stations
20086 and 20087). A variation of at least 1 per mille in salinity is therefore to be
expected from west to east across the gulf at the 40 to 100 meter level during the
last week of March, but one decreasing with increasing depth from that stratum
downward to virtually nil in the bottom of the trough. It is also probable that
the whole western side of the basin remained decidedly uniform in salinity through­
out the month at any given level (p. 722).

Had vernal freshening affected either end of this profile up to the date of obser­
vation (to March 24), the surface would have been much less saline than the deeper
water at the inshore stations off Massachusetts, on the one side, or off Nova Scotia
on the other, just as was actually the case off the Kennebec River on March 4
"(P:706, fig. 91). Instead of a distribution of this sort, however, the water at these
stations was nearly homogeneous in salinity from surface to bottom, evidence that
values somewhat lower there than in the basin merely represented the gradation of
this sort that always exists between the coastal and the offshore waters of the gulf.
Consequently the precise values recorded on Figure 98 represent the prevailing state
just prior to the date when surface salinity begins to decrease.

This profile also corroborates the horizontal projections of salinity (fig. 91 and
93) to the effect that in 1920 the cold Nova Scotian current did not begin to flood
westward past Cape Sable into the gulf before the end of March in volume sufficient
to affect the salinity of the latter appreciably, because the band less saline than 32.5
per mille (correspondingly low in temperature) was then narrower in the eastern side
of the gulf than in the western, or elsewhere around its periphery for that matter.
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The salinity of the water in the Eastern Channel and its relationship to the
water over Georges and Browns Banks, which bound it to the west and east, is always
of interest, because this is the only possible route by which a deep bottom current
can enter the gulf. During the second week of March, 1920, the saltest water in the
channel took the form of a definite ridge, with the isohaline for 33 per mille, as rep­
resented in cross section (fig. 99), paralleling the isotherm for 3° on the correspond­
ing profile of temperature (fig. 19). The rather abrupt transition from 34 per mille
to 33 per mille, made evident at the 50 to 80 meter level by closely crowded isoha­
lines, contrasting with the vertical homogeneity of the shoaler water, marks this as
the upper boundary of the saline bottom drift.

The relationship between the vertical distribution of salinity in the trough
(station"20071) and on the neighboring shallows of Georges Bank (station 20070; the

FIG. 99.-Sallnity profile running from the eastern part of Georges Bank across the Eastern Channel, Browns Bank, and the
Northern Ohannel, to tbe offing of Oape Sable, March 11 to 23, 1920

former much more saline than the latter at depths greater than 40 meters) is evi­
dence of a banking up of the saltest water against the eastern side of the channel
and of an overflow across Browns Bank consistent with the effect of the rotation of
the earth on any movement of water inward through the channel toward the gulf.
On the Georges Bank side, however, this indraft was separated from the slope by a
wedge of water lower in salinity as well as in temperature (p, 541); therefore suggest­
ing a counter drift in the opposite direction - i. e., out of the gulf (p. 938)- by its
physical character. Unfortunately its lower boundary can not be definitely estab­
lished from the station data, but the Courses of the isohalines in the upper strata on
the profile (fig. 99), combined with the contour of the bottom, suggest that it bathed
the western slope of the channel down to a depth of at least 170 meters.

This profile (fig. 99) also corroborates the evidence of the charts (p. 703) that
water from the eastward had already freshened the upper 50 meters of water as far
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west as Browns Bank to a value (32.5 per mille) appreciably lower than had probably
prevailed there a week or two earlier in the month. This locates the first extension
of this comparatively fresh current as directed toward the southeast and not around
Cape Sable into the inner part of the gulf, though there is evidence that some of
this Nova Scotian water drifts right across the Eastern Channel later in the season
and far westward along the outer side of Georges Bank (p. 848).

LIMITS OF WATER MORE SALINE THAN 34 PER MILLE

Salinities higher than 34 per mille, whenever encountered in the deep trough of
the gulf, are unmistakable evidence that indraft is either taking place from the
region off the mouth of the Eastern Channel at the time, or has taken place so
recently that the saline water from this source has not yet been appreciably diluted
during the sojourn in the basin of the gulf by mixture with the less saline water
beneath which it spreads. A chart of the depth to which it would have been neces­
sary to descend to find water as salt at 34 per mille in the gulf in March, 1920, as
well as its horizontal limits, irrespective of depth (fig: 100), is therefore instructive
as graphic evidence of the recent activity of this movement. The gradient there
shown, with upper boundary of 34 per mille water lying 100 meters deeper at the
two heads of the two branches of the Y-shaped trough than in the Eastern Channel, is
proved the normal state by close correspondence with April (fig. 118) and midsummer
(fig. 152). It represents the consumption of this water in the inner parts of the gulf
as vertical mixing destroys its identity, and has an important bearing on the circu­
lation of the gulf from this standpoint (p, 849).

Comparison with the corresponding isothermobath (fig. 20) shows that salinity
corresponds more closely to the contour of the bottom than to temperature at this
season, there being no reason to suppose that water as saline as 34 per mille
encroaches at all on Georges Bank in spring. The north-south ridge, which culmi­
nates in Cashes Ledge, also influences the salinity of the bottom water more than
its temperature.

BOTTOM

The salinity on bottom is interesting chiefly for the biologist who is concerned
with the physical conditions to which the bottom fauna is subject. In any small
subdivision of the Gulf of Maine this is governed directly by the depth, with the
water.saltest where deepest; but when the survey is expanded to coyer the area as a
whole, account must also be taken of the regional differences just described, especially
of higher salinities in the eastern side than in the western, and offreshenings ofthe
coastal zone, whether by river freshets or .by the Nova. Scotian current. Early in
the spring, before these last influences have altered the water appreciably from its
winter state, the .differences in salinity between the two sides of the gulf are widest
in the mid depths. Consequently we find the regional variation in bottom salinity
is then widest somewhat more than midway down the slopes of the basin, near the
100-meter contour.

In March, 1920, the bottom water of this belt varied in salinity from about
32.3 per mill~ to 32.5 per mille, along the western and northern marginsof the gulf,
to about 33.5 per mille on its eastern slope, with a corresponding 'West-east grada-
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tion at greater depths from about 34 per mille at the bottom of the western and
northeastern parts of the trough to about 34,8 per mille in the southeastern part,
irrespective of slight differences in depth.
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Thanks to the vertical homogeneity of the water at this season at depths less
than 100 meters, the bottom salinity of the coastal zone was then very uniform from
station to station (about 32.3 to 32,6 per mille at most of the stations) in depths of
40 to 100 meters. The bottom water proved equally uniform on Georges Bank,
Where the extremes recorded (32,6 and 32.8 per mille) were only 0.2 per mille apart



722 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES

in spite of the very considerable area covered by the stations and the variation in
depth from 50 to 90 meters.

The contrast between this low bottom salinity on Georges Bank and the more
saline water that then bathed Browns Bank (33.02 per mille) has already been
commented on (p. 719).

It is probable that wide regional variations in bottom salinity would have been
recorded all along the shores of the gulf in. March at depths less than 20 to 30
meters, corresponding both to the precise depth and to the location relative to the
sources of land drainage, had more readings been taken so shoal, because the values
ranged from 32.3 to 33.1 per mille at the bottom of Massachusetts Bay at depths
of 12 to 70 meters on February 24 to 28, 1925, and from 32.4 to 33 per mille at 25 to 76
meters on March 10 of that year, the higher values at the deeper stations, the lower
values at the shoaler stations. In the Ipswich Bay region, however, between Oape
Ann and the Isles of Shoals, the bottom water varied only from 32.9 to 33.2 per
~ille in depths of 30 to 64 meters on March 12, 1925 (Fish Hawk cruise 9).

';:-~~- ANNUAL VARIATIONS IN SALINITY IN MARCH

An approximate idea of the variation in salinity that may be expected from
year to year in the gulf at the beginning of March results from the following com­
parison between the observations taken in its western side by the Albatross in 1920
and at nearby locations by the Halcyon in 1921:

..

Mouth of Massaehu- Near Isles of Shoals Off Cape Elizabethsetts Bay

Depth, meters
Mar. I, 1920Mar. 5, 1921Mar. 5, 1920Mar. 5, 1921Mar. 4, 1920Mar. 4, 1921

20050 10511 20061 10500 20059 10507
._---

0..__•••..•••• ___ •• __....... _... n ......___ • hh•• ____ •• 32.35 32.64 32.2 32.85 32.09 32.35
40__• ______.. _•__._ ...... _._._. -.---•• -.--. ----------- 32.36 32.70 32.34 32.79 132.20 32.47
90_•••• _____ • __ .... h .. __ • '- ________ • _.n __ . __ .._.----- -_ .. ~ .... ---_ .. ~ -_._--------- ~----- .----- ............__ ... _-- 32.32 ._--- - ....... -
100__.........__......... __ ..._..-- __ 0 ____ • ______ .. _____ 32.34 32.76 32.41 32.86 ------------ 32.47
150___•• __________• _._. __________ ._n.._..._... _._-••-_ 32.39 32.70

--"'-32~iii-

____ 00 .. _____ - ---......... _---- ----- ..------
]75 _...___ ••• ___ ._. _•• _n. __.. -_.•..... -._. __ . ________. ----_... ----- ------------ 32.\19 - ____._0·____ - --_ .....----_.....

-

Off Seguin Island Western Basin

Depth, meters
Mar. 4,1920 Mar. 4, 1921Feb.23,lil20 Mar. 24,1920 Mar. 1i,1921

20058 10508 20049 20087 10510

0 --- ..... --- ..-----------_._- ----- .----- ------ --~-~- ~------~ ._---------- 31.31 32.32 32.52 32.49 32.49
15 ---- ------------ ._----...-----_.......... _- ------ - -_ .._-- ......._- ----- ... _--_ ... 32.00 32.30 - ... ----_ ..__ ..... -- ........- ....- .._... . .......- - ..- ......
30 ..- ..... -----------_. ---- --- ..--_ ....._-- ---- - --.._.._- ------_ ... -- --- ..__ ....... - ..--_. ---_ .._- 32.30 ..__ ..._------- ·-----32,·54- ,- ..........

'g2~4740 __________ •• __••• --_ .._-_ .......- ._----._ .._-----.__ ..-_ ... _---- .._- ------ ------_.----- --- ..- ..------ ......_---_ ..-_..
45 ..- -_ .._..- - - -_ ..-_.._..- - - - - .... ---- - --_....._- -- -- ------ _........- -- - - _....- .._-- 32.34 ...._.._--_ .._..... -----_... _.._.... -- ... _....... _---- u •.•• _ .• ______

50 ---- ---_..- -- -- - - _....----_..- - -_ ..- ... - - --- -----._---------------- .._-----_ .._.._---- ---·--32,-4i· 32.52 _...__ ..------- ____ M. _______

00 ---- --------- --------------_... _------ ---- ._---_ ....._--- -- ..--------- ---_ .._-_ ... _..- ------------ ------ii2,-6g· _....._.- ..
-g2~ii5100 .._-- -- - - - ..-- - - - ----- -- ---- -- -_ .._..- -- - .... - .._..-- - ...._..-- -- _..- -- - --_. ........---.._.._- -- .._.... _..---- 32.54

150 ....__ ...._- _.._----- - _.... --- ..-- _.._- --_ ..----.._-- ---- ----... _- ..---- --- _..- ..... ----_ ..- .... -..--- .._.._--- 33.40 33. 53 aa12200._•••_. ___________ •• __________ .----- .--•• -- __ ..____________...__ - ...... - ...._.._-- --_..._.._...... - 33.78 34.05
--m"g3~08.225 ......-.... _..--- ------_..- .- ... ---- - . ----- - -~ .._- .__ . -..- ._- ._--- ..-----_.... ..- ..-....._.._.... - .._.._--_ .._-_ . .._--_..- ... -.._- ----·-34.'22-250._______ .. ____ .... _...- -_ .._- .._----_ .._- ..... _-_ ..- ..- -- -_ .... --_ .._- ~ - _.._- _.._...._---- .... _..- ..- .._-_ ..- .. --_ ........_---- 33.00

I Approximately.

These tables show salinities averaging about 0.4 per mille higher in 1921 than in
1920, at depths less than 150 meters along the coastal zone from the mouth of Massa­
chusetts Bay to the neighborhood of Cape Elizabeth; but the readings for the two
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years were substantially alike off Seguin Island. This also applies to the western
basin above the 100-meter level; but 1920 was the salter year there at greater depths,
with an annual spread of 0.5 to 1 per mille at 150 to 200 meters.

With so little difference in salinity between the two years it is safe to assume
neither was unusually fresh or unusually salt, but that the two together may be
assumed to represent a typical Gulf of Maine March."

Judging from one station at the mouth of Massachusetts Bay, with readings of
32.85 per mille at the surface, 32.96 per mille at 25 fathoms, and 33.04 per mille at
45 fathoms (station 10054), the March salinity was about the same in 1913 as in
1921. Again, the salinity of the upper 100 meters of the Fundy Deep was almost
precisely the same on March 22, 1920 (station 20079), as on April 9, 1917 (Mavor,
1923); the 150-meter level the same as on February 28 of that year, though 1920
seems to have been slightly the salter at depths greater than 150 meters.

Thus, the March salinity of the gulf showed but little annual variation in the
years 1913, 1917, 1920, and 1921, and it is probable that annual differences are
smallest at this season. Even in March, however, much wider differences than those
just stated are to be expected between springs of heavy or light rainfall and snow­
fall, or between years when the freshets occur unusually early or unusually late.
Fluctuations in the bottom current flowing into the gulf will also be mirrored by
salinity.

Hydrometer observations taken in Massachusetts Bay and to the northward of
Cape Ann from the Fish Hawk on March 10 to 12, 1925, give a hint of this in bottom
readings considerably higher than we had previously obtained there at that season­
an average of about 33 per mille at 40 to 60 meters depth contrasting with 32.2 to
32.5 per mille for 1920 and 1921. The superficial stratum was likewise slightly more
saline in Massachusetts Bay in March, 1925 (32.4 to 32.9 per mille), than in either
of the earlier years of record. .

VERNAL FRESHENING

The great rush of fresh water that annually pours into the gulf from the land,
When the snow melts and brings the rivers into freshet, causes a very decided lowering
of salinity contemporaneous with the first signs of vernal warming. The effect of
this, first apparent along the western and northern shores of the gulf, had consider­
ably lowered the surface salinity of the superficial stratum off the Kennebec River
by March 4 in 1920, a late year (p. 704). The upper 30 to 40 meters of the coast
sector between northern Cape Cod and the neighborhood of Mount Desert Island
proved decidedly less saline by the 9th to 18th of that April (fig. 101), also, than it
had been a month earlier (fig. 91).

Localization of the lowest salinities (in this case <30 per mille) between Cape
Elizabeth to the west and Penobscot Bay to the east, up to this date, is evidence
that the Kennebec and the Penobscot combined had continued to affect the salinity
more than the Saco and the Merrimac did until mid-April in that particular year;
hut whether a seasonal relationship of this sort is normal, or whether the freshening
effect of these two groups of rivers is more nearly simultaneous in most years than

lilt will require records for many years to establish the normal state of the waters of the gulf for that month or for any other.
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it was in 1920, is yet to be learned, However, observations taken by W. W. Welsh
between Cape Ann and Cape Elizabeth, in 1913 (Bigelow, 1914a), favor the first
alternative by showing about this same vernal schedule, with the surface off the
mouth of the Merrimac saltest at about the end of March and freshening slowly
thereafter. Unfortunately there was a gap in his observations for the interval April
5 to 13; but his numerous records on the fishing grounds near the Isles of Shoals
revealed a decrease in the surface salinity there from 31.56 per mille on the 13th to
30.03 per mille on the 26th, and to 29.54 per mille on May 5.
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FIG. 101.-Surfacc salinity, Apri16 to 20, 1920 (and for the Bay of Fundy, April 9, 1917; from Mavor, 1923)

The general distribution of salinity is proof enough that the discharges from
the great rivers that empty into the Bay of Fundy and along the coast of Maine
(St. John, Penobscot, Kennebec, Saco, and Merrimac) turn westward, paralleling
the shore and building up the so-called /I spring current" reported by local fishermen
-not spreading southward toward Nova Scotia. As no large rivers empty into the
gulf from that Province, no such extreme vernal freshening of the surface is to be
expected along its western shore as characterizes the northern and western margins



PHYSICAL OCEANOGRAPHY OF THE GULF OF MAINE 725

of the gulf. The minimum forthe coastal sector between Cape Sable and St. Marys
Bay cannot be stated for want of observations close in to the land at the critical
season, but may be set (tentatively) at about 31 per mille, contrasting 'with 28 to
29 per mille in the opposite side of the gulf (p. 702).

In 1925 the surface salinity of the Isles of Shoals-Cape Ann sector had de­
creased to 28.7 to 29.1 per mille by April 7 to 8, a change of more than 1 per mille
since March 12 (Fish Hawk cruises 9 and 11). Up to that date, however, freshen­
ing from the land had hardly affected the surface at the mouth of Massachusetts
Bay, which was still 31.9 to 32 per mille, with 31.2 per mille in its inner waters
near Plymouth (Fish Hawk stations 10 and 31 to 34, cruise 11). So little change
took place in the surface state of the bay during the next two weeks that the Fish
Hawlc again had 31.1 per mille to 32 per mille there on April 21 to 23.

The reason the surface of Massachusetts Bay does not experience a drop in
salinity as early or as sudden as the coast sector north of Cape Ann, only a few
miles away, is simple: No large streams empty into the bay, so that the only source
from which it can receive large volumes of land water are the rivers tributary to
more northerly parts of the gulf. Naturally the freshening effect of these is not as
pronounced at a distance from their mouths as it is near by, nor is it felt as soon.
This explanation is corroborated also by the fact that the lowest salinities recorded
for the Massachusetts Bay region for April 21 to 23, 1925, took the form of a tongue
extending southward past Cape Ann, obviously with its source to the north-i. e.,
from the Merrimac (fig. 102).

....:!'E.e general surface chart forApril, 1920 (fig. 101), is made one of the most
interesting for the year by its demonstration that the freshening effect of the river
freshets continues strictly confined to the coastal zone until late in the month and
does not spread out over the surface of the gulf generally, as might, perhaps, have
been expected. By contrast, the basin of the gulf outside the lOO-meter contour alters
so little in salinity from March to April that the greatest change there from the one
month to the next in 1920 was only about 0.5 per mille for any pair of stations.
The surface also remained unaltered over the eastern end of Georges Bank (we have
no April data for the western end), where the extreme variation in salinity from
March to April of that year was only about 0.1 per mille. Mr. Douthart found a
similar gradation (though with actual values 0.5 to 1 per mille higher) on April 27,
1913, from 31.5 in Massachusetts Bay to 33.1 to 33.3 per mille on the southwestern
part of the basin and along the northern half of Georges Bank. The contrast in the
salinity of the surface water between inshore and offshore stations is greater in April,
in fact, than in any other month. On the other hand, the pool of high surface salin­
ity (32.8 per mille) that occupied the southeastern part of the basin of the gulf and
the inner end of the Eastern Channel in March,1920 (p. 704, fig. 91), had been
entirely dissipated by the middle of the following month, leaving this whole area
uniformly about 32.5 to 32.6 per mille at the surface; but in its stead the surface
salinity at one station in the eastern side of the basin, off Lurcher Shoal, had been
increased to an equally high value (32.89 per mille) by some local disturbance of
water.

The discovery of these pools of high salinity in different localities in different
months-one of them, at least, short lived-is more interesting than the slight actual
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alteration in value might suggest, as evidence that phenomena of this sort may be
expected to develop temporarily anywhere in the eastern side of the gulf during the
season:ofithe;yellr when the vertical stability of the water is slight.

4S' 30' IS'

1----t---4,oLM-"-_t_-w.;~-"<:__---j---_?~:___t_--"~:__.,__--t_-_la10'
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FIG.I02.-Salinity of Massachusetts Bay at the surface (plain figures) and at 40 meters (encircled figures), April 21 to
23,1025
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Changes in the salinity of the surface water off the western coast of Nova Scotia
from March to April, or to the southward of Cape Sable, demand attention, because
any considerable movement of the cold, comparatively fresh water of the Nova.
Scotian current past Cape Sable from the eastward would necessarily decrease the
salinity of the neighboring parts of the Gulf of Maine, just as it retards the warming
of the surface there (p. 558). In 1920 no evidence of this appears in the distribution
of salinity up to the end of April. In fact, the surface was actually slightly salter on
Browns Bank, near Seal Island, and off Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, on April 13 to 16
(stations 20102,20104, and 20106) than it had been on March 13 to'23 (stations 20072,
20084, and 20085), and with no appreciable change in the Northern Channel."

Stationa
_ C\I II')

.t:__'_=z_~: s:::: ~~~ __
J~29 ~--' ~s

- - - - '~'l.~/- - - - - - ....: - - - - - - - - - -'- - - - --
~ 9~

200/----'"

2201---";'"

240/-------'-'

2601----------(

2601----..,.....----,

3OOL--------.!========:=:!!.------------l
FIG. 103.-Sallnlty profile running eastward from Cape Cod, March 28 to 29,1919 (Ice patrol stations 1 to 3)

In 1919, however, the very low temperature recorded in the eastern side of the
basin by the Ice Patrol cutter on March 29 (p. 553) had its counterpart in surface
salinity considerably lower (31.87 per mille) than that of the western side of the gulf
at the time (32.4 to 32.7 per mille; fig. 103). Judging from the geographic location,
this can hardly have drawn from any source other than the Nova Scotian current.

Unfortunately no observations were made on the salinity of the northern parts of
the gulf during the spring of 1919, so that it is impossible to state how much this
Nova Scotian water had affected the surface salinity in that direction, nor (for the
same reason) how far it spread over the offshore banks to the southwest during
that spring. Probably, however, it reached its farthest westward expansion by the
last of that March or soon after, because a second profile of the gulf crossed the
isohaline for 32 per mille at about the same longitude a month later (Ice Patrol sta­
tions 19 to 22, p. 997). A considerable amount of water of low salinity must therefore

8GNo observations were taken In tho gulf during the summer of 1920.
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have continued to drift westward past Cape Sable during this 4-week interval to
maintain so almost uniformly Iowa salinity (31.7 per mille) so far westward.

The data for 1919 and 1920 thus show a considerable yearlyvariation in the date
when the Nova Scotian current most influences the salinity of the Gulf of Maine-a
variation associated with the factors that govern the general scheme of circulation
along the Nova Scotian shelf to the eastward, and with the outflow from the Gulf
of St. Lawrence (p. 830). Therefore, it does not necessarily follow that if the gulf is
early or late in showing the freshening effects of the freshets from its tributary rivers
in any given year the cycle of salinity will be correspondingly early or late in its
eastern side.

The lowest value to which Nova Scotian water may reduce the salinity of the
surface of the eastern side of the gulf can not yet be stated; but on theoretic grounds
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it is probable that the value recorded for April 28, 1919 (about 31.7 per mille), is
near the minimum, because any flow into the gulf from the eastward necessarily
crosses the coastwise bank off Cape Sable, where tidal churning is so active that the
fresher current must constantly mix with salter water and so, to a considerable extent,
lose its distinguishing character.

VERTICAL DISTRIBUTION OF SALINITY IN APRIL

Graphs for successive dates in the spring of 1920 (figs. 104 to 109, 112-114) illus­
trate the effect that the vernal outpouring from the rivers exerts on the deeper strata
next the land during the last weeks of March and first half of April.
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In the western side of the gulf the seasonal alteration decreases progressively as
the depth increases, to nil at a depth of 80 meters off Cape Cod (fig. 106). If
Massachusetts Bay can be taken as representative of this side of the gulf, the freshen­
ing effect penetrated somewhat deeper or somewhat more rapidly in 1925, when the
bottom water in 70 meters' depth was about 0.5 per mille less saline at one station on
April 23 (Fish Hawk station 18A) than it had been on March 10.
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FIG. 105.-Vortical distribution of salinity off Boston Harbor at various seasons. A, March 5, 1920 (station 200ti2); B,
April 6,1020 (station 2(089); C, Mny 16, iezo (station 2,)]20); D, August 20, H1l3 (station 10LOO); E, December 29,
1920(station 10188)

Wide local variation is to be expected in this respect, depending on how actively
the water is stirred by waves and tides, in even as small an area as Massachusetts
Bay, where a vertical range of about 0.6 per mille developed in the central part by
April 22 to 23 in 1925, though .the waters of Cape Cod Bay still continued nearly homo­
geneous, vertically, but about 1 per mille less saline than they had been on March 10.
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FIG. 10B.-Vertloal distrtbutlon of sallnltv off northern Cape Cod in various months. A, April 18,1920
(station 20116); B, May 15, 1920 (station 20125); D, July 14 1913 (station 10213)

The freshening effect of the discharge from the Merrimac and Saco Rivers seems
also to have penetrated down to a considerable depth into the gulf during April of
1913 (stations 8 and 18, William Welsh; p. 981). In 1920, however, this freshening
Was confined to the upper 60 meters near Seguin Island and to the upper 35 to 40
meters near Mount Desert Island (fig. 107), up to the middle of April.

The upwellings caused by offshore winds, which temporarily raise the salinity
of the surface along the western shores of the gulf (p. 709), exert a corresponding effect
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on the deeper strata as water moves over the bottom from greater depths farther out
at sea. Observations taken off the Isles of Shoals on April 16 and 22, 1913, illustrate
this by an increase in the 'salinity of the whole column.

Any April profile running out from the northern or western shore of the gulf
will show the effect of the vernal runoff of land water by a band of low surface
salinity at the inshore end, broader or narrower and with actual values higher or lower,
according to the exact locality. Profiles from Massachusetts Bay (fig. 110) show it
as a wedge less saline than 32 per mille based against the western slope of the gulf.
Profiles normal to the coast anywhere between Portland and Penobscot Bay, for
this same month, would have cut across still lower salinities next the land. Its
direct result is the development of a stratum less saline than 32.5 per mille, 50 to
60 meters thick, by April, blanketing the surface from the western shores right

.4 .5 ,6 .7 .8 .9 32 .t .2 .3 .4 .5 .6 7 .8
Meter 0

FIG. l07.-Vertical distribution or salinity a few miles oIT Mount Desert Island in various months. A,
March 3, 1920 (station 20(56); B, April 12,1920 (station 20(99); C, July 19,1915 (station 10302); D,
August 18, 1915(station 10305); E, October 9, 1915(station 10328)

out to the central part of the basin, where only a superficial layer, 10 meters or so
thick, has so low a salinity in March.

Observations taken in the eastern side of the gulf at any time during the few
weeks when the Nova Scotian current is bringing a large volume of comparatively
fresh water past Cape Sable would show a similiar wedge of low salinity, basing on
German Bank and extending out over the eastern side of the basin. This state is
illustrated on the profile for 1919 (fig. 103). In 1920, however, neither of our
spring cruises coincided with this event, so that the isohalines projected in east-west
profile inclose homogeneous water over German Bank (fig. 110), just as they do at
other times of year.

Along the western coast of Nova Scotia (figs. 109 and 110) the tides stir the
water so thoroughly that vernal alteration at first proceeds at a nearly uniform rate,
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surface to bottom, out to the 100-meter contour. Mavor's (1923) tables show that
this is also the case in the Bay of Fundy up to about the middle of April, when so
great a volume of fresh water empties into the bay from the St. John River and from
its other tributaries that in 1917 the salinity of the surface water of the center of
the bay fell to 29.2 per mille at the first of May.

The effects of the vernal freshening just described do not penetrate deeper than
80 to 100 meters anywhere in the open gulf before the end of April, unless in excep­
tional years; consequently, the deeper waters either continue virtually unchanged
through that month or become slightly more saline by incorporation of tho water
that moves in through the Eastern Channel.

During the spring of 1913 the deepest strata of Massachusetts Bay continued
to show this comparative constancy up to April 3 (fig. 111; Bigelow, 1914a, p. 392),
although the surface had already freshened by about 0.5 per mille; and while the whole
column of water in Massachusetts Bay freshened appreciably from March 10 to April
23 in 1925, as just noted (p. 729), the vernal cycle of 1920 paralleled that of 1913 by

1801-------:(,1

2OO1------.-::f#,ffi:y'-?
22fJ1-------.L{.;

2AOI--------4'hiW'~

2601--------

FIG. llO.-Salinity profile running eastwnrd from Massnchusetts Bay to tho offing of Capa Sable, April 6 to 18, 1920

an increase in the salinity of the bottom water over the gulf as a whole from mid­
March to mid-April at depths greater than 100 meters, except in its southeastern
parts, where little alteration took place.

Thus the salinity of the bottom water of the bowl off Gloucester increased by
about 0.1 to 0.2 per mille from March 1 to April 9 of that year. While little altera­
tion took place in the salinity of the western side of the basin at depths greater than
100 meters during the first half of that April (fig. 112), that of the central part rose
by 1.1 per mille at 180 meters (fig. 113), with a corresponding increase of 0.2 to 1
per mille for the whole column of water in the northeastern part of the trough off
the mouth of the Bay of Fundy (fig. 114, stations 20081 and 20100).

As a result of this salting of the deep water, combined with the freshening of
the surface, the vertical range of salinity becomes much wider in the western part of
the gulf by mid-April than it is during the first half of March. Off northern Cape
Cod, for example, the spread between surface and bottom values increased from
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about OApet mille on March 24,J920, to about 0.9 per mille on April 19 (fig. .106), and
to 0.6 per mille on April 6 off Boston Harbor, where the whole column of water had
been virtually uniform, surface to bottom, on March 5. However, the curves for the
several pairs of stations remained more nearly parallel from March to April in the
eastern side of the gulf, although the salinity had increased considerably in the mean­
time (figs. 108, 114).
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SALINITY IN HORIZONTAL PROJECTION BELOW THE SURFACE, IN
APRIL

The deeper down in the gulf the salinity is charted in horizontal projection for
April,the more nearly does it parallel the winter state. Thus the' band 'of low'salin:,.;.
ity (31 per mille) so conspicuous along the northwestern margin of the gulf on the
surface chart for mid-April (fig.101) is but faintly suggested at 40 meters (fig; 115),
where the recorded values were only slightly lower (32 to 32.3 per mille) than in the
center of the basin (32.4 to 32.5 per mille) and closely reproduced the March state
(fig. 93). How little effect-the vernal inrush of river water exerts on the deep strata
of the Massachusetts Bay region before the end of April appears from the deep
readings taken there in the third week of the month in 1925 (fig. 102).

37755-27--15
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An interesting change did take place, however, at the 40-meter level in the east­
ern side of 'the gulf from March to April in 1920, the pool of saltest (33 per mille)
water (p. 708) having drifted northward, so to speak, from the offing of German Bank
to the offing of Lurcher Shoal, but having been cut off, at the same time, from the
still more saline water outside the edge of the continent by a considerable decrease
in the salinity of the southeastern part of the basin and of the Eastern Channel (cf.
fig. 115 with fig. 93). This change, however, did not result from an expansion of the
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cold Nova Scotian water, in this direction because accompanied by an increase in
temperature.

, The most obvious effect of the increase that takes place in the salinity of the deeper
levels of the gulf during the spring is to carry the isohalines for successive values west­
ward, until the entire basin at the 100-meterlevel was made more saline than 32.6
per mille by mid-April in 1920, and most of its area more saline than 33 per mille
(cf. fig. 116 with fig..94). As a result, the west-east gradation in salinity decreased,
and at the same time water more saline than 33 per mille flooded in toward the
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southeastern slope of Georges Bank, obliterating the fresher pool that had occupied
that situation in March. '

On the other hand the water more saline than 34 per mille that had occupied the
eastern side of the Eastern Channel in March had sunk deeper than 100 meters by
mid-April, with a corresponding decrease in temperature. (p. 553).

This general and rather complex seasonal alteration is illustrated more graphi­
cally in profile by the flooding of the entire basin with water more salinethan i34

per mille, at depths greater than 140 to 160 meters, from March to April, on a line
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running southward from Mount Desert (fig. 117). .Thif'i ,was accompaniedbya 'flat­
tening out of the undulations that had marked the upper boundary of the bottom layer
of high salinity in March (p. 717), the isohalines for 33 to 33.5permill~ sinking in the
eastern side of the basin and rising in the western. . " i ...' .• , '

However, the level where the salinity altered mostrapidly with increasing, depth
:emained approximately constant. in the basin from March to Apriliu 1\)20,center­
lng at about 150 meters; the limits of salinity within which the gradient was most
rapid (33 to 33.5 per mille) also remained constant, and 'the banking up o,f the saltesf
Water of the basin (34.5 per mille) against the slope of German Bank persisted.
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It is. unfortunate that no observations were taken in.the Bay of Fundy in April.
1920; lacking such, it is impossible to state whether or not this expansion of water of
high salinity involved the bay. In 1917 an alteration of the opposite sort took place
there from February to April, evidence that the incorporation of fresher water from
above was more than sufficient to counteract the effect of any indraft at the bottom.

A cross-section of the Eastern Channel for April (stations 20106 to 20108)
would reproduce the March picture (fig. 99) so closely that it need not be reproduced
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here. 'The 'only difference worth comment .ia that the' whole column of' water on
BrownsBank had become vertically equalized during the interval at a salinity (32.7
per mille) 'about equaling the mean of the corresponding'stratum over the channel,
evidence that no important overflow had taken place over the bottom of the banI;:
meantime, either from the west or from the east. The distribution of salinity in the
trough .of the channel also points to a slackening of the inflow along the bottoII1
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from March, when the saltest watarwasdefinitely banked up against its right-hand
wall (fig. 99), to April,when the data for stations 20107 and 20108 gave little evidence
of this, though the salinity of the water over the slope of Georges Bank, had eontin-:
ued almost unaltered., '

The course of events in the deeper strata Of the gulf may then be reconstructed'
as follows for the period March to April of 1920: The presence of a much greater
volume of water more saline than 34' per mille in April than in March proves an
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FIG. 110.-Sallnlty at a depth ot40 meters, April, 1920

active pulse inward along the' floor of the Eastern Channel, during ,the first part of
the period .. Thisindraft not only effected a considerable increase in. the salinity
of the bottom. water of the basin of the gulf', but resulted. in. a wide expansion Of
the area occupied by water more' 'saline than34 per mille (cf. fig. lIS with fig.
100), as well as raising its upper boundary' closer to the surface.. .: ' '... ,.'

The state of tlle gulf in April, 1920,' added to the data for, the sumnier months,
lUakes it almost certain that 'this 34 p'er mille water' never ov'erfl.ows' the coastal
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slope above the 1OO-meter .contour within the gulf; seldom, if ever, above the 200;"
meter level in its western side. The extensive, plateaulike elevation of the bottom
iu,the, offing of Penobscot, Bay, intermediate; in depth between these two levels, like­
wise rises above this highly saline bottom water, although the latter approaches
closer than this, to the surface intheeastern ,side of the gulf.

, .In 192,0 the, inftowing bottom current slackened at least as early as the first part
of April, allowing the horizontal equalization of the water of the basin, just described,
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FIG, 116...,.Slllinityat a depth of 100 meters, April 6 to 20,1920

and .its vertical, equalization on Browns Bank; but the- general antielookwise circu­
lation of the gulf continued to carry the more 'saline water around the basin, thus
increasing the salinity of its western side and lessening the regional variations of
salinity. On the other hand, the southern side of the Gulf of Maine eddy brought
water of comparatively low salin.ity out of the basin, to the eastern part of Georges
Bank, and to that side of the Eastern Channel, in the mid-depths. This probably
represents the normal course of.events, though no doubt the seasonal schedule falls
earlier in some years, later in others,



Meter

281l-----------'--..!:.!...:t!IU

301lt---------,--------:::-----------"'.=..<;

321l---'--'----~-------------------"

3SO'----~-----------...,....-------------------------------~
FIG. 117.-Sallnity.profile, running southward from the offing of Mount Desert Island, across the eastern end of GeorgesBank to the continental slope, April 12 to 16, 1920



BULLETIN. OF THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES

ANNUAL VARIATION IN THE SALINITY OF THE BOTTOM WATER IN
APRIL

The station data for 1920 picture salinity inthe deep trough of the Gulf of
Maine during a spring when a very considerable volume of water enters via the
bottom of the Eastern Channel. Probably the deep water was equally saline in April,
1913, if not more so, when the surface of the southwestern part of the gulf and the whole
column of water on Georges Bank were considerable salter than at the corresponding
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FIG, 118,-Deptb below the surface of the Isobalobath of 34 per mille, Apr1l6 to 18, 1920..
date in 1920 (p. 725), In 1919, however, no salinities higher than.33 per mille were
recorded in the bottom of the basin either in March or in April (fig. 103; ice patrol
stations Ito 3 and 19 to 22). This difference is partly to be explained on the assump­
tion that. the indraft into the bottom of the gulf ceases. during .the period (later or
earlier in the spring in different years) when the Nova Scotian current is flooding
into the upper strata of the gulf from the east, In part, too, the difference between
lower salinities in the deeps of the gulf in 1919, than in 1920, can be explained by
the fact that the one was an early and the other a tardy season, However, so wide
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a spread suggests that the bottom of the gulf had actually 'received much more
water via the channel in 1920 than in 1919 during the whole winter.

No cause can yet be assigned to annual differences ofthis sort, except that they
do not result from local influences operative within the gulf, but from the state of
the reservoir outside the edge of the continent, which supplies the indraft (p. 848) .

. SALINITY IN MAY

SURFACE

The salinity of the gulf is especially interesting during the first half of May,
because the two most important events in its vernal cycle-s-freshening of the surface
by land water in the western side, and by the Nova Scotian current in the eastern
side-culminate then. Unfortunately we have not been able to carry out a general
oceanographic survey of the whole area of the gulf in anyone May, nor have obser­
vations been taken in its southeastern part during that month; but the data for
1913, 1915, 1919, 1920, and 1925 afford a composite picture, which may be taken as
representative for normal years because all are fairly consistent.

In 1913 the surface salinity fell to its minimum (29.5 per mille) near the Isles
of Shoals about May 5, followed by an increase .to 30.9 per mille in the middle of the
month; and while a northwest gale on the 10th, 11th, and 12th no doubt was
partly responsible for this increase by bringing up more saline water from below, the
spring influx of river water had evidently passed its peak by the first week of the
month, to be gradually absorbed into the general circulation of the gulf thereafter.

Unfortunately, close comparison is not possible between the years 1913 and 1920,
for this region, because the locations of the stations do not coincide, which may cause
a very considerable difference in salinity where the precise value depends so much on
the proximity to the mouths of rivers. However, the surface again proved much
fresher south of the Isles of Shoals on May 7 to 8, 1920 (station 20122, 28.26 per
mille), than it had on April 9 (station 20092, 31.01 per mille)-a value even lower
than any recorded for 1913.

In 1920, too, the salinity of the surface of the northern part of Massachusetts
Bay was almost as low as this on May 4 (stations 20120 and 20121,29.1 to 29.16 per
mille), but apparently this was close to the minimum for the month because followed
by a considerable increase at this same general locality to about 29.9 per mille during
the next 10 days (stations 20123 and 20124).

In 1925 no observations were taken in Massachusetts Bay during the first 10 days
of May, when salinity was probably at its lowest there; and the values recorded there
on the 20th to the 22d (fig 119) were so high 87 that some increase may be assumed
to have taken place during the second and third weeks of the month in that year,
as it certainly did in 1920.

Whether or not the surface salinity of the northern part of Massachusetts Bay
fell below 30 pel' mille for a brief period in 1925, as April readings as low as 29 per
mille in Ipswich Bay (p. 725) suggest, water of relatively low salinity was certainly
drifting southward past Cape Ann as late as the third week of that Mayas a
tongue less saline than 31.5 per mille directed toward Cape Cod (fig. 119). The

"31.1 to 31.9per mille at the surface, evoregtng 31.6 per mille (Fish Hawk cruise 13).

37755-27-16
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regional uniformity of the inner parts of the bay, where' the surface values varied
only from 31.3 to 31.8 per mille at ie stations, also:shows how little the discharge
from the small streams that empty along theco~st line of 'the bay affectsits salinity.

Thisdrift past Cape Aiinseems tohave hugged the shore of the bay more closely
in 1915, because the surface value was much higher at the standard station off Glouces­
ter on May 4 of that year (station 10266, 32.32 per mille), than any other surface
reading for the bay in Mayor in April. Considerable variations are therefore to be
expected in the salinity of Massachusetts Bay from one May to the next, both in the
precise value and in the date when the-water is 'freshest, reflecting the considerable
distance from the freshening sources-e-the riversto the northward of Cape 'Ann.
Even in years when the discharge ofthese rivers iis up to normal, and when the
freshets fall at the usual season, the southerly-drift need only be turned slightly more
offshore than usual, by the jutting promontory-of Cape Ann,,: to pass by Massachu­
setts Bay altogether. In this case the bay would be a sort of backwater, with its
surface changing little in salinity from winter through spring. It'is probable, ~here­
fore, that Massachusetts Bay experiences a wider annual variation in the salinity of
its surface waters inspring than any other coast sector of the Gulf of Maine.

The Bay of Fundy illustrates the seasonal cycle where the salinity of-the surface
reflects the discharge from a large river (herethoSt. John) close by. Thus, Mavor
(1923, p. 375, table 8) records a very sudden decrease.in.the salinity of the surface,
from 32.5 per mille in the middle of April, 1917, to 27.'Q per mille on the 4th of
May,at a locality between Grand Manan and Nova Scotia, followed, however, by
an increase equally rapid to 31.5 per mille by the middle of June. While 1917 is
the only spring (and this the only locality) for which the vernal cycle of the.open
Bay of Fundy has been followed, month by month, it is probable that the seasonal
fluctuation outlined by Mavor represents the normal course of events, the surface
freshening suddenly when the St. John and the Nova Scotian rivers.come into flood,
and salting again after the freshets subside as .the land water becomes mixed into
the bay by the strong tides.

The lowest value to which the surface salinity of the open Gulf of Maine ever
falls can not be stated, lacking data near the mouths of the other large rivers at
the critical dates in early May. In the Bay of Fundy, 27.9 per mille, just jnen­
tioned, is the lowest so far recorded; and salinities equally low are to be expected
close along the coast line, thence westward to the Merrimac, though only for a few
miles out from the strand, and perhaps hardly outside the outer islands.

The combined chart of surface salinity for theoffshore waters of the Gulf for
May (fig. 120) shows the freshest water « 32 per mille) continuing to hug the coast,
much as in April (fig. 101); but the great volume of river water that is poured into
the gulf at this season so freshens the surface next the shore that the transition to
the more saline water offshore is far more abrupt-in May than in April; especially
off the coast sectorbetween Portlandand Cape AIlll, where a change of as much as
2 to 3 per mille may be expec'ted, at the surface in a distance of ,5 to 10 miles, as one
runs offshore from the 100-meter contour'inMay.': Thedevelopment of sofresh a
band next thecoast admits of but ,one 'interpretation-nameiy, that the non-tidal
'drift then parallels' 'and closelyhugs this part of'the "shoreline southward 'as 'far as

• - . , . .• j



BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES

Cape.Ann (p. 948), and that land water does not fan out from the coast of Maine or
from the. Bay of Fundy toward the center of the gulf.

The evidence of salinity is positive in this connection, there being no source for
surface water less saline than 30 per mille within the Gulf of Maine other than the
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FIG, 12O.-Sallnlty at the surface, May 4 to 14, 1915,combined with May 4 to 17, 1920

rivers tributary to it, Once past Massachusetts Bay, however, the May isohalines
for 1920 (stations 20125 to 20129) very clearly show the freshest coast water (32 per
mille in this case) spreading out from Cape Cod across the southwestern part of the
basin about as far as Georges Bank, which seems to have bounded it at the time in
this direction (fig. 120).
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The most instructive feature of the May chart in the eastern side of the gulf is
the similar expansion of surface water less saline than. 32 per mille westward over
the basin from the offing of Cape Sable, which owes its low salinity to the Nova
Scotian drift from the eastward.

The critical isohaline (32 per mille) bounding this tongue had been carried about
as far west into the gulf as this at least a week earlier in' the spring of 1919, with
actual values almost precisely the same.88 Consequently, the picture presented on
the surface chart for May (fig. 120) may be taken as typical of the season when the
flow into the gulf past Cape Sable is at its maximum, irrespective of the precise
date when this falls. (

The lack of data on the salinity of the southeastern part of the Gulf of Maine
for May is a serious gap, for without such it is impossible to tell how far the .fresh­
ening effect of the Nova Scotian water extends toward Georges Bank, or over the
latter, when it is at its maximum. However, it is certain that water of low salinity
from this eastern source did not reach the southwestern part of the bank at any
time prior to the 17th of May in 1920, whatever may have happened later that spring,
because no appreciable alteration took place in the salinity of the surface, which
was about the same there on that date (station 20129) as it had been on February
22 (station 20045).

We also await observations on the salinity of the shoal water along the west
coast of Nova Scotia for May, to show how low it is reduced there by vernal fresh­
ening from local sources. It is not likely, however, that tlle eastern margin of the
open Gulf of Maine ever falls below 30 per mille in salinity, unless right at the mouth
of some stream, because no large rivers open along this part of the coast, because the
outflow from the Bay of Fundy is directed westward (p. 916), and because there is
no reason to suppose that the Nova Scotian current ever brings water less saline
than about 30.8 to 31.5 per mille past Cape Sable."

It is a question of moment in the natural economy of the gulf whether and to what
extent the water of the Nova Scotian current turns northward after it has passed
Cape Sable. This the reader will find discussed in another chapter (p. 680). I need
remark here only that the surface salinities for May, 1915, and especially the course
of the isohaline for 32 per mille (fig. 120), mark a westward drift toward the center
of the gulf; but considerably lower salinities off the mouth of the Bay of Fundy in
May, 1915, than in April,1920, suggests some movement of water in that direction
also, from the cape, as characteristic of this season. .

The vernal freshening of the coastal belt of the gulf by land water, and of the
eastern side by the Nova Scotian current, are annual events, though differing from
yearto year in their time schedule as well as in the magnitude of the alterations •
they cause. A considerable divergence from year to year has been recorded in May
in the west-central part of the gulf, which neither of. these sources of low salinity
appreciably affects up to that season.' If the early May state of this part of the
gulf in 1915 (fig. 120) be the regular seasonal sequence to the April state, as repre­
sented by 1920 (fig. 101), a considerable salting of the superficial waterlayer is to be

B8Surface salinity 31.98per mUle at Ice Patrolstatlon 21; 31.71per mille at Ice Patrol statloD'22 on German Bank.
Ei Neither the Ioe Patrol nor tho Oanadlan Flshorle~ ExpeiJltlon have reported salinities lower than 80.8per mllIe along the

outer eoast of Nova Scot1a In April or May.
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expected there, raising the surface value from,32.5 to 33 per mille over the western
arm of the basin from the one month to the next. An increase of this sort in the
surface salinity, taking place at a season when the waters to the west and to the
east freshened, would of itself suggest local upwelling. This explanation is corrob­
orated, also, by the fact that the upper 120 to 130 meters proved nearly as homo­
geneous there vertically, in salinity, on that occasion as in either March or April, and
about 0.6 per mille more saline in absolute value (fig. 112), instead of showing the
considerable vertical range of salinity that might otherwise be expected to develop
in this region by May.

West-east profiles of the gulf also give unmistakable evidence that some such
circulatory movement did take place in 1919 between the end of April and the end
of May (fig. 121), by which date a strong pulse in theinflowing bottom current had
raised the upper boundary of water, more saline than 32,5 per mille, to within 20
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theter;; ~f; the surface intI:li.~ side of th~ ba~iil. SOllie upwelling is therofore to be
e~pec~Jdiri the western side of the basin from ,April through May,correlated with
the speeding up of the anticlockwise circulation that follows the freshets from tho
rivers, tributary to the gulf (p. 916). The actual alteration which this effects in the
salinity of the surface stratum, however, may not be ns wide in any given year as
th~ difference between the April records for 1920 and those for May, 1915, might
suggest, because it is possible that, these two years illustrate two extremes-the one
lower in salinity than is usual) the other higher. '

BELOW THE SURFACE

The fact that May sees the culmination of vernal freshening from the land,
and also the maximum expansion of the Nova Scotian current past Cape Sable,
lends interest to the subsurface salinities for the month.

Perhaps our most instructive illustration of how strictly the decrease in the
salinity of the coastal belt is confined to the superficial stratum of water up to this
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season is afforded by the station data for 1920 at the mouth of Massachusetts Bay
(station 20120) for May 4, when the upper 15 meters was near its minimum salinity
for the year and homogeneous (29.1 to 29.2 per mille), but with the salinity
increasing by 2 per mille in the next 15 meters of depth to 31.13 per mille at 30 meters.
A vertical distribution of this type, coupled with the fact that the deeper water there
was less saline on that date than it had been two weeks previous (station 20092),
is evidence that when the tongue of water of low salinity described above (p, 741)
first spread southward past Cape Ann, vertical mixing was active enough for it to
dilute the whole column of water at the mouth of the bay. The latter, however,
was followed in turn by an increase in the salinity of the whole column during the
next 12 days, resulting primarily from a movement of more saline water inward
over the bottom (fig. 122; stations 20120 and 20124).

Events seem to have followed a similar course in the Isles of Shoals region in
1913, when Mr. Welsh recorded a progressive increase in the mean salinity of the
whole column of water, in depths ranging from 36 to 48 meters, from about 31.1
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FIG. 122.-Vertlcal distribution of salinity at tbo mouth of Massachuietts Bay. A, April 20, 1920(sta­
tton 20119); B, )Ytay 4, 1920 (station 20120); 0, May 16, 1920 (station 20124)

per mille on May 10 to 13,31.5 permille on the 13th, and 32.7 per mille on the 16th,
resulting in therecovery of the bottom salinity (32.2 to 32.6 per mille) almost to
the April value (32.5 to 32.8 ,per mille); Evidently the absorption of freshet water
from the rivers into the general circulation was accompenied ibysome indraft of
water of high salinity from offshore in this region; otherwise the mean salinity of
the column of water would not have increased as it did.' .

On the other hand, the 'salinity of the bottom water of Massachusetts Bay
changed very little fromApr~lto May in 1925 co at depths greater than 40 meters,
except for a slight decrease near Oape Ann, reflecting the surface drift from the north
(p. 741). It is certain, therefore, that bottom water does not enter the bay every
May in as great volume as it did in 1913 and 1920.

In the coastal sector between Cape Ood and Penobscot Bay the vertical range
of salinity is wider in May than at any other time of year-e-widest of all off the
river mouths and along the track followed by the discharges from the latter.. Off
the mouth of the Kennebec, for example, the surface had freshened to 29;6 per mille
by May 13,1915, a value about 3 per mille below that of the 50-meter level (about

10 Fish Hawk cruises 12 and 13.
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32.4 per mille, station 10277). It is probable, also, that this generalization applies
equally to the eastern coast of Maine, though our data are less satisfactory for this
sector. Mavor's (1923) records for the springs of 1917 and 1918.also prove it equally
applicable to the central part of the Bay of Fundy, where for a brief period in May
and early June river water (chiefly from the St. John) causes a vertical range of
salinity as wide as ever obtains anywhere in the open waters of the gulf.

In the eastern side of the gulf, however, which receives land water in only rela­
tively small amount, the whole column continues so thoroughly mixed by the tidal
currents throughout the spring that our standard station on German Bank (fig. 109)
has shown no more difference between the surface and the bottom in May (station
10271 and Ice Patrol stations 22 and 38) than in April, on the one hand, or in June
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or August, on the other, though the actual values were considerably lower for May
of th~years 1915 and 1919 (31.7 to 32 per mille) than for any other month of record.
This also applies to the vicinity of Lurcher Shoal, a few miles farther north (fig.
108), where the graph for May nearly parallels those for March, April, and
September, though lower in salinity." .

The directions in which the discharges from the large rivers spread out over the
surface are betrayed by the vertical distribution of salinity as well as by the actual
values as represented in horizontal projection. Thus, the fact that salinity altered
very little in the trough off the Isles of Shoals from March to April, 1920 (stations
20061 and 20093), with the values for May 14, 1915 (station 10278), differing by
less than 0.5 per mille from April, 1920, locates the line of transition (from the region of

.1 TWrty-two per mlJle at the surface to 32.3 per mille on bottom in 90 meters, May 10. 1015,statlon 10272.
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highly variable to that of more nearly constant salinity) close to the Isles of Shoals.
The zone within which river discharge rapidly increases the vertical range of salinity
in spring is no wider than this off Penobscot Bay, for the Grampus found the bottom
(32.43 per mille) only about 0.6 per mille more saline than the surface (31.8 per
mille) in 80 meters 3 miles off Matinicus Rock on May 12, 1915 (station 10276),
though the whole column was 0.2 to 0.6 per mille less saline then than it was on
the 9th of the following October (station 10329) or on January 1, 1921 (station
10496).
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The freshening effect of the Nova Scotian current affects the vertical distribu­
tion of salinity of the region influenced by it in precisely the same way as drainage
from the land, by producing a wide range between the surface and the deep strata.
The notable difference between graphs in the eastern side of the basin for March,
1920, and for May, 1915 and 1919, illustrate this (fig. 124) by a considerable fresh­
ening of the whole stratum of water shoaler than 100 meters." .

it The actual data suggest a decrease of about 1 per mille at the surface and 0.7 per mille at 75meters as normal for the period
during which the drift from the cast Is gaining hoad; but annual fluctuations of unknown amplitude complicate the picture.
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If the contrast between the salinities for the early spring of 1920 and for May,
1915, represents the succession normal for this time of year, a very considerable
freshening also takes place at greater depths in the eastern side of the basin from
March and April to May, the graphs (figs. 114 and 124) suggesting an average
decrease of about 0.6 to 0.8 per mille at 100 meters and deeper. Such a reduction
of the salinity back to about the March values naturally would follow any slackening
of the inflowing bottom current, but would be less and less apparent the farther from
its source of supply. A regional relationship of this sort does, in fact, result from our
station data, which show the salinity of the bottom water of the western side of the
basin only slightly lower in May and June, 1915, than in March or April, 1920
(fig. 112).

The upwelling of water more saline than 33 per mille in the western side of the
basin, which follows or accompanies the incorporation of river water into the one side
of the gulf and of the Nova Scotian current into the other, causes a much more
abrupt transition in salinity between coastal belt and. basin at 40 meters in May
(fig. 125) than in April (fig. 115); still wider than in March, and It regional distribu­
tion more nearly paralleling the surface (fig. 120). The gradation from 31.7 to 31.9
per mille next the land to 32.8 to 33 per mille in the 'west-central parts of the basin,
shown on this May chart, is probably typical for the month, though no doubt the
precise spread between inshore and offshore values varies somewhat from year to
year and would probably have proved somewhat narrower in 1925, when the 40-meter
values for Massachusetts Bay in May-averaged slightly higher (32 to 32.6 per mille)
than was the case in 1915 or in 1920.

Up to May the decrease in salinity attributable to vernal' freshening is
confined to even a narrower coastal belt at 40 meters than at the surface,
hardly any change being indicated more than 10 miles out from that contour
line in the western side of the gulf 9a or farther south than the offing of Cape Cod,
where the 40-meter values were somewhat higher on May 16 to 17, 1920 (32.3 to
32.5 per mille at stations 20125 and 20126), than they had been a month earlier
(32.1 to 32.2 per mille at stations 20116 and 20117 on April 18). The salin­
ity at this depth was also about the same in the southwest part of the basin and on
Georges Bank in that May (32.5 per mille) as it had been at the end of February.
In spite of this apparent agreement, however, the water less saline than 33 per
mille must actually have increased considerably in volume in the offing of Cape Cod
during the interval to account for its expansion out from the bank to the seaward
slope of the latter, where salinity decreased by about 1 per mille at 40 meters between
February 22 (station 20045, about 33.8 per mille) and MaY 17 (station 20129,
about 32.9 per mille).

It is probable that the salinity of the 40-meter level falls below 32 .per mille every.
May over a considerable area out from the Nova Scotian shore of the gulf, where
the Nova Scotian current then holds sway; and.if 1915 was a typical springin these
waters (which I see no reason to doubt) the drift of this water oflow salinity from
its more eastern source is directed more definitely westward toward the center of the
gulf at this depth than it is at the surface, with less evidence of any dispersion north­
ward toward the Bay of Fundy (p. 745). Reduced to terms of distance, the seasonal

"This follows an extremely irregular course.
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relationship just outlined points to a translation of the isohalino for 32 per mille
about 100 miles westward from the location occupied by it before the current begins
to flood past Cape Sable in appreciable volume,
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Apparently this drift WItS still in operation at the date of our May cruise in 1915'
(the 4th to the 10th). Had it no t been, and had absorption of the water of low salinity
from the east into the general circulation been well advanced, tho transition from
salinities lower than 32 per mille in the east to 32.6 to 32.8 per mille in the center of the
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gulf would hardly have been as abrupt as we actually found it (figs. 125 and 126).
Therefore, the salinities prevailing at the time were not reminiscent of some preceding
event (as is too often the case), but evidence of a present state of circulation.

The isohaline for 32 per mille reached the eastern side of the basin at the time
(fig. 126); and as the Grampus sailed eastward from this station (10270) on May 6
she did actually stem a current flowing westward with considerable velocity, as de­
scribed in a later chapter (p. 917). In fact, it is unusual for the distribution of salinity
to accord as closely with direct navigational observation of a surface current as hap­
pened on this occasion. The profiles for 1919 also show this Nova Scotian drift
(outlined in this case by the isohaline for 32 per mille) reaching the eastern side of
the basin, but no farther, at the beginning of May and again at the end of the month
(fig. 121), in each case wedge-shaped in longitudinal section and involving the whole
upper 100 meters on the slope of German Bank, but thinning out to nothing at its
western edge.

'0 ~t-... 'C) ~ ~ • ;::

~ ~ ~statlon. 2 ~ ~
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2401- _
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Mete,

FIG. 126.-Sallnity profile running eastward from the mouth of Massachusetts Bay to German Bank, May 4 to 7, 1915

If the May charts for 1915 (figs. 125 and 127) represent the normal seasonal
succession to the April charts for 1920, as close correspondence in 1919 makes likely,
an increase of 0.5 per mille (more or less) may be expected in the western side of the
basin from the one month to the next at the 40-meter level, contrasting with the
decrease in salinity that involves the whole coastwise zone, and an increase of about
0.2 per mille at the IOO-meter level, though the precise magnitude of this change no
doubt varies from year to year. This is reflected at the 40-meter level, just as at
the surface, by a shift of the most saline center across the basin of the gulf from east
to west (of. fig. 115 with 125), as well as by the development of a mass of water of
high salinity in the upper 100 meters in the offing of Massachusetts Bay, illustrated
in profile (figs. 121 and 126).

This slight increase in salinity in the western side of the basin, coupled with the
freshening of the eastern side for which the Nova Scotian current is responsible,
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tends to equalize the regional inequalities in the mid levels of the gulf (fig. 127) as
the spring draws to a close. Thus, the extreme range of salinity in the gulf was
little more than half as wide at 100 meters in May, whether of 1915 or of 1920
(about 0.7 per mille, fig. 127), than in April or in March of 1920 (respectively, 1.1
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and 1.3 per mille, figs, 94 and 116), At 175 meters (chosen as representative of the
deep water of the gulf because this particular contour best q,utlinesthe trough of its
basin) the extreme range of salinity was only 0,5 per mille (32,94 to 33.46 per mille)
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for the northern side during the first half of May, 1915-i. e., less than half the
regional variation recorded there for March and April of 1920 (32.91 to 34.1 per
mille). •

The locations of the isohalines for 33 per mille from month to month on the 100­
meter charts for March (fig. 94), April (fig. 116), and May (fig. 127) illustrate the
expansion of water of comparatively high salinity westward across the basin
during a strong pulse in the inflowing bottom current, and the recession to be
expected when the indraft is weak. Some change of this sort is consistent with the
general progress of the vernal cycle. Salinity averaging about 0.6 per mille lower
over the basin of the gulf at 175 to 200 meters in May, 1915, than in April, 1920, is
probably to be explained on this same basis; but the observations taken by the Ice
Patrol cutter in 1919, when the salinity of the east-central part of the basin
increased through May, proves that the indraft continues active right through
the month in some years.

The differences that may be expected in this respect from one May to the next
are more graphically illustrated by the west-east profiles of the gulf for that month
of 1915 (fig. 126) and 1919 (fig. 121). Note especially the thick band of 34 per
mille water on bottom in the latter year in the eastern side of the gulf, where the
value was only slightly more saline than 33.5 per mille in 1915. The fact that this
is the only month when we have found the salinity of the basin lowest, as a whole,
in the eastern side, not in the western, deserves emphasis.

The decrease in salinity that took place from February, 1920, to May over the
continental slope to the southwest of Georges Bank has already been mentioned
(p.750). At 100 meters the May value (station 20129, ±34 per mille) was the lower
by 1.3 per mille.

Unfortunately no water samples have been collected in May along the 400-mile
sector of the continental edge from the offing of Nantucket eastward to the offing of
Sable Island, where 100-meter values varying from 33.4 to 34.8 per mille have been
reported by the Canadian Fisheries Expedition (Bjorkan, 1919; Acadia stations 9
and 10) and by the Ice Patrol 94 in the years 1914, 1915, and 1922, evidence of con­
siderable fluctuations in the physical state of the slope water.

With the low values just stated, and values even lower at the same relative
location off the eastern slope of Georges Bank in March and April, 1920 (32.8 to 33.46
per mille at 100 meters, stations 20068 and 20109), off Shelburne, Nova Scotia, on
March 19 of that year (33.78 per mille at 100 meters, station 20077), it is evident
that water of 35 per mille is usually separated from the slope by lower salinities east­
ward from Georges Bank to the tail of the Grand Banks during the third month of
the spring.

Additional information as to the salinity along the seaward slope of the Scotian
Banks in May is much to be desired.

SALINITY IN JUNE·

A tendency toward progressive equalization is recorded from May to June as
the overflow of the Nova.Scotian current past Cape Sable and the ou tpouringsof river
waters are gradually inqorporated.intothe gulf.

~. Ice patrol station 29, May 17, 1914, 34.05 per mille at 200 meters; station 24, May 19, 1915, 33.66 per mille at about 100
meters; station 213,May 28,1922, 34.79per mille at 100meters; see U. S. Coast Guard (1910) and Fries (1923).
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In, theyear 1915 salinity was determined at 19 stations in June,sufficing to out­
line the regional and vertical distribution for the eastern side of the area and opt
across the shelf south of Oape Sable; while the Fish Hawk stations for 1925 extend
the picture to Massachusetts Bay.

The mostinstructive feature of the surface chart for June, 1915 (fig. 128), is its
demonstration that the drift of water of low salinity into the gulf from the east had
slackened, if not entirely ceased, since mid May, the isohaline for 32 per mille havinz
shifted 50 miles or so eastward from the location it occupied six weeks earlier (fig.
120), the salinity of this side of the basin having increased from 31.78 per mille to
32.25 per mille during the interval. While the Nova Scotian drift may have extended
to the eastern ;parts of Georges Bank in May (p, 745), an abrupt transition along
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the east/ern side of the Eastern Channel in June, from low values over Browns Bank
(31:5 per mille) to higher ones farther west, shows that it had ceased to expand in
this direction by' that time.

The incorporation of river water, which is responsible for vernal freshening
of the coastal belt, Wl1sreflected in 1915 by an average increase of 0.2 to 0.5 per
mille in surface salinity along the northern margin of the gulf from May (fig. 120) to
June (fig. '128, values ranging from 3(8 to 32.2 per mille).

Within the Bay of Fundy, where the effects of the freshets from the St. John
River are responsible for a very sudden freshening of the surface from April to May,
as described above (p.743),the recovery is correspondingly more rapid than in the
open gulf, where the influence of any one river is spread over a wider area. In 1917,
for example/bhe salinity of the" surface water between Grand Manan and Nova
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Scotia rose from 27.9 per mille on May 4, to 31.49 per mille on June 15 (Mavor, 1923,
p. 375); and some such succession may be expected close in to the mouth of anyone
of the large rivers that drain into the gulf.

No observations were taken in the western side of the gulf in June, 1915; but
the Fish Hawk stations for 1925 (figs. 129 and 130) show a similar increase of about
0.7 per mille in the surface salinity of Massachusetts Bay, from a mean of 31.57 per
mille on May 20 to 22 to a mean of 32.28 per mille on June 16 to 17, with no evi­
dence of the drift of water of low salinity into the bay from the north past Cape
Ann, which the isohalins for 31.5 per mille made apparant three weeks earlier
(fig. 119).

Contrasting with the general rise in surface salinity that takes place alongshore
and over the eastern side of the basin from May to June, as just described, the charts
for 1915 (figs. 120 and 128) show a corresponding freshening of the surface over the
western side of the basin, resulting from the general dispersal of land water out to
sea combined with a cessation of the upwelling that was taking place there in May
(p. 746). In that particular year the actual decrease off Cape Ann was from 33 per
mille on May 5 (station 10267) to 32.5 per mille on June 26 (station 10299)-evi­
donee of the gradual tendency toward the equalization that follows the temporary
freshening or salting of any part of the gulf.

I can say nothing of salinity over Georges Bank or for Nantucket Shoals in
June; data there for that month are desiderata.

Although no notable alteration takes place in the vertical distribution of salinity
from May to June, the following minor changes are worth attention:

The western branch of the basin, off Cape Ann (fig. 112), freshens notably from
the one month to the next in the upper 40 to 50 meters, but salts at depths greater
than 120 meters, resulting in a considerably wider range of salinity between surface
and bottom, a change important because of the greater vertical stability it gives to
the column of water as a whole.

It is doubtful, however, whether any seasonal alteration of this order extends to
the southeastern part of the basin, because the salinity of the upper 50 to 60 meters
was almost precisely the same there on June 25, 1915 (station 10298), as it was
two months earlier in the season in 1920 (station 20112, April 12) ; and while the June
station was slightly the salter of the pair at 100 meters, it was slightly the fresher
from 150 meters downward to the bottom. In the eastern side of the basin, too,
the vertical range of salinity decreases from May to June, instead of increasing, as
the Nova Scotian current slackens. The whole column of water over German Bank
was likewise (and for the same reason) about 0.2 per mille more saline on June 19
(station 10290, about 32.1 per mille) than it had been on May 7 (station 10271),
though as nearly homogeneous vertically, a .condition maintained here the year
round by active tidal stirrings.

In the Bay of Fundy, between Grand Manan and Nova Scotia, Mavor (1923,
p. 375) found much less spread between surface and bottom on June 15,1917, than
on May 4, consequent on the considerable salting of the upper stratum just de­
scribed (p. 755); and the contrast between the moderately wide vertical range of salin­
ity there, as well as at our own station at the mouth of the bay on June 10, 1915
(station 10282), and the vertical homogeneity of the water of the Grand Manan
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FlO. lill.-Salinlty or Massachusetts Bgyadhe surface, Jtine'16't'o l'i,1!125
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Channel on the 4th (station 10281, 31.8 per mille from surface to bottom), is an
interesting illustration of the local differences to be expected at neighboring stations
in these tide-swept waters.

Near Mount Desert, too, observations taken at three stations on June 11' to
14,1915 (stations 10284,10285, and 10286), show much less difference between sur­
face and bottom than on May 10 and 11 (stations 10274 and 10275), the surface
having salted by about 0.5 per mille in the interval, but the bottom by not more

M
32 2 4 6 8 33 2 4 6 8 34 2 4 6 8 35 2 4

eter 0

320

340
FIG. 131.-Vertlcal distribution of salinity In the southeastern part of the basin of the gulf. A, March, 1920(station 2(064);

B, April, 1920 (station 20112); C, June, 1915 (station 10298); D. July, 1914 (station 10225)

than 0.2 per mille. Off the mouth of Penobscot Bay, however, near the 100-meter
contour, no appreciable change took place in the salinity at any depth from May
12,1915 (station 10276), to June 14 (station 10287).

In Massachusetts Bay, which receives very little river water from its own coast
line, the Fish Hawkcruises of 1925 showed an increase in salinity, surface to bottom,
between the 20th of May (cruise 13) and the middle of June, averaging about 0.7 per
mille for all the stations and levels combined, with a maximum change of 1.3 per
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mille, a minimum of 0.1 per mille. This salting was greatest (0.7 to 0.8 per mille £01'

the whole column) across the mouth of the bay (stations 30 to 34) and inward over
its deep central part (stations 18A and 3), consistent with the fact that the source for
any change of this order must lie in the still higher salinities of the deep water of the
basin in the offing. In spite of small local variations, however, which are always to
be expected from station to station near shore, depending partly on the stage of the
tide when the observations are taken, the average difference in salinity between the
surface of the bay and the 40-meter level was almost precisely the same on the June
cruise (0.7 per mille) as .it had been three weeks earlier in the season.

The June stations (fig, 132) on the continental shelf off Shelburne, Nova Scotia
(10291 to 10295),though outside the geographic limits ofthe gulf, strictly construed,

43'

71'

+

71'

70'

/ (2
/~:;', ..../I
··..,,·)c:<~

/
{
\'"

\ ....

69'

89'

88'

66'

pi}
at.'$& t

~~.....:~!..~~..!! .

87'

FlO. 133,-Sallnity at a depth of 40 meters,last half of June, 1915

are interesting in this connection as affording a cross section of the westward extrem­
ity of the Nova Scotian current at the time: ' Here the vertical range of salinity
was wider than anywhere in the Gulf of Maine in that month, with values compar­
atively uniform, depth for depth, over the shelf but considerably higher outside the
100-meter contour (station 10295),

Horizontal projections give a more graphic spacial picture of the seasonal alter­
ations just stated. At the 40-meter level the relationship between May (fig. 125)
and June (fig. 133) is much the same as at the surface (p. 756)-the eastern side of
the gulf salter than in May, the western and northern sides of the basin less so, as
reflected by a translation of the isohaline for 32,5 per mille well out into the basin
from the position close to the coast of Maine, which it had previously occupied.



762 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES

Although no considerable shift of this particular isohaline is indicated off Massachu­
setts Bay by the data for 1925 (Fish Haw7c cruise 14), the 40-meter level was more
nearly uniform in salinity there that June (32.6 to 33.4 per mille) than it had been
the month before. .

At greater depths in the gulf (as illustrated by the 100-meter level), which are
but slightly affected by the spring freshets from the rivers or by the Nova Scotian cur­
rent, the mean salinity increased by about 0.2 per mille in the eastern side of the
basin from May (fig. 127) to June (fig. 134) in 1915, but continued almost constant
in the western side. Mavor (1923) has also recorded an increase in the salinity of
the deep water of the Bay of Fundy during this same period, from 32.5 per mille
at 100 meters on May 4, 1917, to 32.7 per mille on June 15. A change of the
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FIG. 134.-Salinlty at a depth of 100 meters, last half of June, 1915

same sort was registered in the bottom of the open basin, as illustrated by the
following tables:

Salinities (per mille) at 175 meters

-_. __.--.-.. ~ ---- .. -

Date Northeast- Easternside soutbeast- Eastern Western Centerern corner ern part Channel basin

March, 1920•••• n ••••••• n .. n •• n ....... n .... u .... 33.78 34.04 34.20 34.53 33.82 33.08
April, 1920.................... u •• uu................ 34.02 34.30 34.56 34.60 33.84 34.18

~~~: mg:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 33.40 33.46 "''''34:00' ................----- .. 33.37 33.45
33.60 33.64 34.80 33.55 33.50
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Salinity on the bottom of the trough, June, 1915.

763

Locality Depth Salinity Locality Depth Salinity
._-

"
Per mllleMeters Meters Per miUe

Fundy Deep, station 10282_••••__•••••••• 180 33.06 Eastern Channel, station 10297•• __•••••••• 275 34.92
Northeastern corner, station 10283:_....__ 180 33.66 Southeastern corner, station 10298•• __•••• 225 34.60
Eastern basin, station 10288"'0"'__'_"_ 220 33.95 Western basin, station 10290•••••••••••••• 210 33.82

" -.

Date Station Salinity Date Station Salinity

---
Per mille Per mille

~~l~~!~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 10267 33.03 Aug. 9, 1913••• _•• ________ ...___.....__•__ 10088 32.21
10299 32.50 Aug. 22, 1914....._____ ••• _...___ ••••••_•• 10254 31.55
10007 31.62 Aug. 31,1915 _............ __ •__....... _._. 10307 32.47

--------- ----+----- ----~--

_________L ___
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The exact date when this side of the basin is least saline varies from year to
year, likewise the minimum value to which the salinity of the surface falls there, our
experience up to date suggesting 31.5 to 32.2 per mille as usual at its lowest. In the
same way the freshening recorded by Mavor (1923) in the Bay of Fundy early in
the summer of 1917 may reflect the transference ofthe water of low salinity from the
Nova Scotian current northward along the eastern side of the gulf, following the
route of many of our drift bottles (p. 895).

Apart from this question, the most interesting aspect of the late summer data
for the inner parts of the gulf is the comparative uniformity prevailing at the surface
all along the coastal belt from Massachusetts Bay to Grand Manan in 1912 and i915
(31 to 31.9 per mille). It is probable that the isohaline for 32 per mille usually
crosses outside the mouth of the Bay of Fundy in July, because Vachon (1918) and
Mavor (1923) record surface salinities ranging from 30.36 to 31.48 per mille at
various localities in Passamaquoddy Bay and off Grand Manan for that month in
1916; 30.61 per mille at Prince station 3, east ofGrand Manan,on July 4, 1917;
rising to 31.22 per mille there on July 31.95 .

A considerable body of data has been gathered in the open gulf fo'r the last half
of July and for the month of August in the years 1912, 1913,1914; ,1915, and 1922,
which, with the determinations for the Bay of Fundy for the.summers of 1914,1917,
and 1919 (Craigie, 1916b; Vachon, 1918; and Mavor, 1923) afford 'a picture of
the normal midsummer state of the surface of the gulf', with some indication of the.
annual fluctuations to which it is subject.

For salinity, as for temperature, the period,JulY. to August, is the most nearly
static part of the year in the open gulf, a 'statement supported by the following
surface readings at pairs of stations at proximate localities but taken several weeks
apart.

Locality Date Station Salinity'
--------------_-----~~--;.;.~-......:...I-_r_~-'c--I----
Near Gloucester : • •• •• 0000_ .__~_. .: u_. ~_. c , __~_. ~__ July 12,191210005

Do • • __ ,.-.--u.. . u .u ".~.u---u------.c---....---.--...'----.---.-c Aug. 31,1912 10046
all northern extremity of Cape Cod ._. __ ._••• _._••••u_.. u·u.~. __ ._._..u ._~ July 8,1913 10057

Do ~_•• u,-.u----u.-.-......-- • "_,•.-00-..__.00 __ . Aug. 9,.1913 10087
Southwest part of basin ._u . . • . .. " . .• "_ JUly 19,1914 .. t0214

Nea~giiiiiiSabiii::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~-=:::::::::::::=:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~~. ~~: m~ ~g~gDo ._••---_ -c. •• ._._. •__u.__uu . __. ,_.•.__.. 00._, Aug. 11,1914 10243
011 Grand Manan (Prince station 3) •• • __... _•• ~_u .. ~_. ._._ -July 4,1917

Do _. •• --u----.---cu--- __n. .. uuu_c- "._.. __. __ u,. . . -July 31, 1917 __
Near Mount Desert Island _•• __• ._u._. . __: . ....u_.._.u. July 19,1915 10302

oa i?e~o~soo£Bay :::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~~: ,l~;mg ~ggg~
N ea~fsie;or'shoais:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: tu~~' ~k~gg iggl~b
Eas~~n-sideor"iiiisiii-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::. fu~~ ~~: m~ ~:m~

Do __ n __ • ".· _-~------•• _ ••__ • __ ••• ••_"_ ... • "_.. •• _ "' ~. ••• ._ Sept. 1,1915 10309
Western side of basini., • .u__ • n __"~ n_. ~ n ~.. _. n~••__ June 26,1915 10209

Do • •••• __• •__ • ._. ••_.-.- ••• --.--••._••_. ...~._•• _.~_. Aug. 31,1915 10307
Near Nantucket Shoals lightship ......._.__....._•• • .. n ..... ._n_ July 9,1913 10060

Do n_. __ n __ • ... .n_.__ ••_. ••• • • __ • __ ••• __ • __.. • Aug. 8, 1013 ' __' .n'"

Per mille
'31.67

31.67
31. 00
32.09
31.80
31.80
31.47
31.67
30.61
31. 22
31.83
31.94
32.43
32,32
31.92
32.07
32.41
32.47
32.50
32.47
32.63
32.77

• Mavor, 1923. • Captain McFarland.

05Surlace densities, determined from hydrometer readings in the Bay of Fundy region, also indicate salinities ranging from
30.7 per mlJle to 32.7 per mille (Copeland, 1012; Craigie and Chase, 1918).



PHYSICAL OCEANOGRAPHY OF THE GULF OF MAINE 765

The maximum alteration that took place in the surface salinity at anyone of
these localities during the interval of from three to nine weeks was thus only 0.6.
per mille; in most cases it was less than 0.2 per mille; several times it was too small
to be measured, a statement covering both sides of the basin of the gulf as well as
the coastal belt, and applying to one locality or another in three different
years. Among the islands or off headlands where the tide runs strong the surface
would not show this uniformity, because the salinity in such situations varies widely
with the stage of the tide. Even if the observations were taken at the same stage
of tide, variation would be expected with the varying interaction between current
and wind. Upwellings, for instance, such as follow offshore winds (p. 588), will bring
up water appreciably salter, as well as colder, from below, along the western shores
of the Gulf of Maine, even if the updraft comes from a depth of only a few meters.

It is probable that the high salinity of the surface stratum recorded near
Gloucester on July 9, 1912 (station 10001, 32 per mille) is to be explained on this
basis. The salinity of the whole upper 40 meters, or so, of water may, in fact, be
expected to vary considerably along the northern shore of the bay within brief periods,
depending on the direction of the wind as this drives the surface water onshore or
offshore. Unfortunately, however, our observations do not throw much light on the
fluctuations in salinity of this sort, except on one occasion at a locality 3 to 5 miles
off Gloucester, where the surface salinity, as calculated from hydrometer readings,"
increased by about 0.7 per mille between July 9 and 11 in 1912, with a correspond­
ing decrease of 4.5 0 in surface temperature, the latter usually a sure evidence of
upwelling thereabouts. In the eastern parts of the gulf, however, where the water
is more nearly homogeneous vertically, winds and tides affect the surface salinity
chiefly by the on and off shore interchange of salter and less saline waters. Cope­
land (1912), for example, found the salinity of Passamaquoddy Bay varying with
the tide (as well as locally in the bay) according to the relative outflow from the St.
Croix River. Swirling tidal currents are also partly responsible for the regional
variations recorded by Vachon (1918) and by Mavor (1923) in the surface salinity
of Passamaquoddy Bay and of the Bay of Fundy, where, however, they also record
a general increase in surface salinity during July and August, as follows:

.-

Locallty Date Salinity Locality Date Salinity

---
Per mille Day of Fundy, oil' Grand Manan, Per mille

'riar Roads n_hh ______ • _00 ___ . ____ July 25,1916 31.48 Prince station 3_. ____ n __________ n Sept. 4,1917 31.92
Do ______ n ____ 00_____________ 00- Aug. 2,1916 31.27 Passamaquoddy Day, Prince sta-Do _____ 00___ . _____ n ___ h _______ Aug. 19,1916 31. 73 tlon 40000 _____________________ 00___ July 20,1916 30.36Do 00__.. ___ h _______ U __________ Aug. 31,1916 31.84 Do _hhh_n __hhhh __________ July 27,1916 28.97

ay of Fundy, off Grand Menan, Do __00000000 ____ 00_00 __h_U __ h Aug. 3,1916 30.27
Prince station 3_________________ n __ July 24,1916 30.43 Do ____ . ____________________ 00___ Aug. 10,1916 30.19

Do _n_ n ________________h. __ 00_ Aug. 25,1916 31. 77 Do __0000 __00______________ 00__00 Aug. 17,1916 30.58
Do 00___ 00______ 00____ •__• ____on July 4,1917 30.61 Do _______..___ .00_______ 00__ ..._ Aug. 31,1916 30.77
Do __ h ______________

n
__

n
_ • ____1 July 31,1917 31.22

In every August of record-1912 (Bigelow, 1914, pl. 2),1913 (fig. 135),1914
(fig. 136), or 1915 (fig. 137)-the surface salinity has been highest over the north-

'0Both taken wIth the same Instrument.

37755-27-17
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eastern part of the basin ofthe gulf, with the maximum near Lurcher Shoal in 1912
and 1915, over the northeastern deep as a whole and over German Bank in 1913, off
Machias, Me., and on German Bank in 1914. Furthermore, the maximum reading
for the month has varied little from year toyear-32.84 per mille in 1912 (station

41'

43'

r>:
\ :;:

...•..~ "., ,/

<, (
...........1

+

8S'

S2'7~
. ,,", 61

32.

+
3Z.S6

+

70'

~--

+

+

7\'

\
//

... (J
I........................

,_,..,.::." '0'. §::>m....,._~.~/
., ~.......................... ..

............................

44

41"

40 ... ... ... 40'

70' 89' 68' 67' 86'

P'~G. 135.-'-Ssllnlty 8t the"surface, August, 1913

10031), 32.75 to 32.79 per mille in 1913 (stations 10094 to 10097),and 33.06 per mille
in 1914.

A certain consistency also appears from year to year in the outlines of the area
occupied by water salter than 32.5 or 32.7 per mille. In 1913 and 1914 this took
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the form of a U or V, its concavity directed toward the southwest, its 011e arm
roughly paralleling and somewhat overlapping the lOO-meter contour off the Nova
Scotia coast, its other arm similarly paralleling the coast of Maine westward as far
as the offing of Penobscot Bay (figs, 135 and 136). In my account of the salini-
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. FIG. 136.-Sallnlty at the surface, July to August, 1914. For 32.61 In the northern channel road 32.01

ties of 1913 I assumed that this saltest tongue was continuous with the still higher
salinities outside the continental shelf via the southeastern part of the gulf (Bige­
low, 1915, pI. 2). However, continued investigation of the gulf has made it more
likely that this was actually an isolated pool surrounded by less saline water on the
south, as was certainly the case in July and August, 1914 (fig. 136). This was
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again the case during August and the first few days of September in 1915 (fig. 137),
when the surface was less saline than 32.5 per mille at all the eastern stations on the
line Cashes Bank-Cape Sable, but more saline (32.6 to 32.8 per mille) farther north
in the eastern arm of the basin.

Unfortunately, the stations for 1915 were not situated close enough together to
locate the course of the isohaline for 32.5 pel' mille in a satisfactory manner; in the
preliminary account of the operations for that season a reading of 32.52 per mille near
Cashes Ledge (station 10308), with slightly lower salinities to the west of it as well
as to the east (32.47 per mille at stations 20307 and 20309), was taken as evidence
of a body of still salter water in the southern half of the gulf (Bigelow, 1917,
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FlO. 137.-Sallnlty at the surface, August to September, 1915

p. 222, fig. 67). Further study of the salinities for the several years combined makes it
more probable that the station in question marked the southwestern extremity of a
band of 32.5 per mille that continued thence to the vicinity of Lurcher Shoal, as is
indicated on the chart (fig. 137).

A pool more saline than the surrounding water and usually very close to 32.75
to 33 per mille in actual salinity, may thus be expected to develop annually on the
surface over the northeastern corner of the basin in August, its boundaries conform­
ing more or less closely to the contour of the coastal slopes of Maine and of Nova
Scotia but not involving the Bay of Fundy at all. Being entirely surrounded (in
most summers, at least) by less saline water on the offshore as well as on the inshore
side, it must obviously have its source in the still higher salinities below the surface
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as water is brought up by vertical currents of some sort, not in any direct indraft,
from offshore.

This salt pool had no counterpart in June (fig. 128) or in May (fig. 120) of 1915,
but much smaller phenomena of the same sort were recorded off Lurcher Shoal in
April, 1920 (station 20101, 32.9 per mille), in the southeastern part of the gulf and
in the eastern part in that March (fig. 91). Thus, following the freshening charac­
teristic of May (p. 745), the eastern side of the surface of the gulf is once more as
salt by the end of August as at any time during the early spring.

Much lower values prevail along the west Nova Scotian shore all summer,
Vachon (1918) having recorded 31.34 to 32.09 per mille on a line from Brier Island
to Yarmouth on September 7, 1916, with readings of 31.17 per mille at high tide,
31.12 per mille at low tide, in Yarmouth Harbor on the 8th. It is on the strength
of his data that the isohaline for 32 per mille is represented on the August chart
(fig. 136).

To the eastward of Cape Sable the water next the coast is still less saline (31.7
to 31.6 per mille) in summer, with rather an abrupt west-east transition from higher
to lower values off the cape. Essentially this is the same regional distribution as in
June, except that the successive isohalines shift to the eastward during the early
summer as the Nova Scotian current loses head. The constancy of this Nova
Scotian water from month to month and from year to year also deserves mention,
the lowest values recorded in the offing of Shelburne (including Bjerkan's (1919)
data) ranging only from 30.9 to 32.1 per mille for th~ months of March, June, July,
and September of the years 1914, 1915, and 1920. Sometimes these lowest values
have been close in to the land off Shelburne, as was the case in July, 1915 (Bjerkan,
1919), and in September of that year (fig. 137); sometimes farther out, with higher
values next the coast, as in July, 1914, and in March, 1920 (p. 703); but no definite
seasonal succession is yet established in this respect.

The narrow band of water less saline than 32 per mille, which probably skirts
the western coast of Nova Scotia every summer, is separated from the equally low
salinities (31.2 to 32 per mille) of the northern side of the Bay of Fundy by consid­
erably more saline surface water (32.3 to 32.4 per mille) along the southern (Nova
Scotian) shore of the latter; such, at least, was the case in the summers of 1916
(Vachon, 1918) and 1919 (Mavor, 1923).

In each midsummer of record (1912, 1913, 1914, 1915) we have found the least
saline surface water as a narrow but continuous .band skirting the coast of Maine,
and so southward to the region of Massachusetts Bay, usually 31 to 32 per mille in
actual value. Inside the outer islands, and in the estuaries, still lower surface salin­
ities are to be expected locally (e. g., 30.61 per mille in the western entrance to
Penobscot Bay, August 3,1912, station 10021a), grading, of course, to brackish water
in the mouths of rivers. The definite boundary of this coastal water of low salinity
(32'per mille) can not be laid down along the coasts of Maine and Nova Scotia on
the chart for August, 1914 (fig. 136), because most of our stations for that year were
located outside the 100-meter contour. In this respect the chart for 1913 (fig. 135)
is more instructive.
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In the northwestern part of the gulf variations in the distribution of salinity
from summer to summer show that the movements of the surface water are variable
in detail.

Thus, in July and August, 1912, the isohaline for 32.4 per mille (the critical one
in this particular summer) marked a definite expansion of coastal water off Penobscot
Bay (Bigelow, 1914, pl. 2). In August, 1913 (fig. 135), the undulations of the
isohaline for 32.5 per mille again suggested an anticlockwise swirl off the bay, drawing
salter water into its northern and eastern sides, fresher water into its western and
southern sides. In August, 1914 (fig. 136), the surface salinity of this part of the
gulf was more uniform, with no evidence of any such outflow off the Penobscot; nor
is anything of the sort indicated in the surface chart for 1915 (fig. 137).

In the Massachusetts Bay region, by contrast, the regional distribution of salin­
ity at the surface has been more nearly constant from summer to summer. Thus,
in August, 1922 (apparently a representative year in this respect), when the surface
at 13 stations ranged from 30.95 to 31.29 per mille, the distribution was of the usual
coastwise type-i. e., slightly lowest (30.9 to 31 per mille) close to Gloucester (sta­
tion 10633), off the mouth of Boston Harbor (station 10638), and close to land in
Cape Cod Bay (stations 10643 and 10644) ; uniformly slightly higher across the mouth
of the bay (31.2 per mille at stations 10631 and 10632). Three stations on a line
crossing the mouth of the bay on August 31, 1912, showed no greater variation than
this on the surface, though all of them gave slightly higher readings (31.67 to 32.03
pel' mille). It is probable that the surface of the bay would have been found less
saline than this in August, 1916, judging from a surface reading of 31.27 pel' mille off
the tip of Cape Cod on the 29th (station 10398) and from the fact that the mouth
of the bay had been only 30.5 to 31.2 per mille a month earlier (stations 10340 to
10342). In 1913 the August value was somewhat higher at the mouth of the bay­
i. e., about 32.1 per mille.

Observations taken in the offing of Nantucket and on the northwestern part
of Georges Bank in July of 1913, 1914, and 1916 show all this area included within
the influence of the low salinity of the coastal belt, with surface values close to
32 per mille over Nantucket Shoals, rising to 32.1 to 32.5 per mille over the
neighboring parts of Georges Bank (fig. 136; Bigelow, 1922, fig. 36). Surface
readings make it probable that in July, 1914 (fig. 136), the band of low temperature
described above (p. 608) as crossing the bank from northeast to southwest was
reflected in an expansion of low salinity from the southwestern part of the bank
out across its seaward slope, as outlined by the isohaline for 33 pel' mille.

It is probable that the regions of low surface temperature over the shoaler
parts of Georges Bank, where the water is churned by strong tidal currents (p. 594),
are equally characterized by a surface salinity higher than that of the general
neighborhood. Our visits thither have afforded two instances that may be inter­
preted in this way-namely, a slightly higher value at one station on the eastern
part (32.59 per mille at station 10223) on July 23,1914, than at neighboring stations
to the north, south, or east of it, and a value equally high on the western side on the
same date of 1916 (station 10348, 32.54 per mille), again with slightly less saline
surface water to the south, west, and apparently to the north. A similar pool of
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high surface salinity (presumably about 32.5 per mille) is also to be expected over
the shoal part of the bank and near its northern edge.

Very considerable fluctuations are to be expected in the salinity ofthe surface
along the edge of the continent abreast of the Gulf of Maine, as well as in its tem­
perature (p. 596), as the oceanic water of high salinity approaches the banks or
recedes from them.

In the southwestern part of the area, in the offing of Marthas Vineyard, the
data for July, 1916, August, 1914, and for autumn (p. 801) make it reasonably certain
that surface water as saline as 33 per mille normally drifts in over the outer part of
the shelf during July and the first three weeks of August, but seldom (perhaps never)
approaches much nearer the shore than is represented on the chart for 1914
(fig. 136). .

Farther to the east the isohaline for 33 per mille may be expected to skirt the
southern edge of Georges Bank in July, lying a few miles farther in in some summers,
farther out in others, and crossing the oceanic triangle between Georges and Browns
Bank, but not, in our experience, encroaching at all over the latter. Still farther
eastward surface water as saline as 33 per mille overflows the edge of the continent
in July or August of some years, as in 1915, when Bjerkan (1919) had still higher
readings (34.27 per mille) at the 400-meter contour in the offing of Cape Sable on
July 22. In 1914, however, the surface water near' by was only 31.22 per mille a
week later in the season (station 10233), though the difference in datewouldsuggest
a difference in salinity of just the reverse order, evidence of considerable fluctuation
in this respect from summer to summer.

It is doubtful whether surface water as salt as 34 per mille ever encroaches on
the edge of the continent abreast of the Gulf of Maine; certainly we have no record
of such an event at any season, but the surface charts for the winter, spring, and
summer (figs. 93, 127, and 136) show that it is to be expected only a few miles out from
the 20D-meter contour south of Marthas Vineyard and off the western end of Geor­
ges Bank by the first half of July in early seasons, but perhaps not until August in
late seasons. In some summers, as in 1914, water of this high salinity lies farther
out from the edge of the continent to the. eastward.. In other summers, however,
it evidently spreads shoreward over the slope off Shelburne as early in the season
as it does farther west-witness the records obtained by the Canadian Fisheries
Expedition in 1915, mentioned above (Bjerkan, 1919; Ac(Ulia station 41).

None of our lines have run far enough out, abreast the gulf, to reach surface
water of full oceanic salinity (35 per mille and upwards); nor is it known how far
out from the edge of the continent water of 34 per mille withdraws in winter and
spring. .

ANNUAL VARIATIONS IN SURFACE SALINITY IN SUMMER

Passing reference has been made in the preceding pages to the variations that
have been observed in the salinity of-the surface from summer to summer. The
most interesting fluctuation of this sort that has come to our attention is that surface
values averaged much lower in the southwestern part of the region in July, 1916,
than in that same month in 1912, 1914, or 1915; the surface of Massachussetts Bay,
for instance, was about 1 per mille less saline on July 19 to 20, 1916, than at about



772 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES

the same dates in 1912 or in 1915. Probably the correct explanation is that 1916
was a tardy spring, when the effect of vernal freshening from the land continued
evident until later in the season than usual, and when the approach of water of
high salinity to the continental shelf was delayed until later in the season. As a
result of this retardation of the vernal cycle-associated, no doubt, with the severity
of the preceding winter and the lateness of the spring-the salinity of the surface
was very nearly uniform on July 24, 1916, right across the whole breadth of the
western end of Georges Bank, where a considerable north-south gradation is to be
expected at that season in more normal years (fig. 136).

Contrasting with 1916 and with 1914, the summers of 1912 and 1913 may be
characterized as "salt" in the western side of the gulf, with surface values averaging
about 0.1 to 1 per mille higher at corresponding localities and dates than in 1914­
August as well as in July-but with very little difference from summer to summer
in the eastern side. The surface values for 1915 paralleled those for 1914 except for
the closer approach of oceanic water to the continental shelf off Nova Scotia, men­
tioned above (p. 771).

No wide annual fluctations in salinity have been recorded for any part of the
gulf at a given season, or are such to be expected.

VERTICAL DISTRIBUTION

The salinity of the deep strata of the gulf, like that of the surface, remains
more nearly constant during July and August than over any period of equal duration
earlier in the summer or in the spring. Two stations in the basin off Cape Cod,
four weeks apart in 1914 (stations 10214 and 10254, July 19 and August 22), exem­
plify this for the western side of the gulf, the values, depth for depth, being nearly
alike in spite of the time interval separating them, with the one station slightly the
more saline at some levels, the other at other levels.

The graph (fig. 138) illustrates how little variation in salinity has been recorded
for the deeper levels in the western side of the basin at different dates in August of
different years, individual stations seldom differing by more than 0.2 to 0.4 per
mille in either direction from the mean values of 32.6 per mille at 50 meters, 33 per
mille at 100 meters, 33.4 per mille at 150 meters, 33.9 per mille at 200 meters, and
about 34.1 per mille at 250 meters.

Except in localities where the tide runs strong enough to keep the whole column
of water thoroughly mixed from top to bottom, the salinity of the gulf is invariably
lower at the surface in summer than on the bottom, as already stated for the spring
months. I should emphasize, also, that the increase in salinity with depth is con­
tinuous, or at most is interrupted by homogeneous strata; we have never found
fresher water underlying salter in the gulf. Thus, the intermediate layer of low
temperature, characteristic of certain summers (p. 602), is not reproduced by the
salinity; but the vertical.distribution varies widely from place to place in the gulf,
a convenient division in this respect being (1) into the coastal zone, (2) into the
basin, and (3) into the offshore rim.

In the western section of the coastal zone, out to the 100-meter contour, the
vertical increase of salinity, with increasing depth, averages much more rapid in
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the upper stratum than at greater depths, with most of our stations showing a
vertical range of 0.6 to 1 per mille between the surface and the 40 to 50 meter level
(fig, 139). Eastward from Penobscot Bay we have found a more uniform gradient
of salinity from the surface downward, as illustrated by stations near Mount
Desert Island (fig. 107).

Throughout the sector between Cape Cod and Mount Desert the difference in
salinity between the surface and the 40 to 50 meter level is everywhere considerable
in summer (though less than in spring, p. 728)-perhaps nowhere less than 0.3 per
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broken curve marks the approximate limits to annual variation

mille in July or August, with a maximum vertical range of about 1 per mille in the
Massachusetts Bay region within these depth limits.

Passing eastward from Mount Desert toward the Bay of Fundy, the vertical
range of salinity is progressively narrower and narrower, corresponding to the more
and more active tidal stirring. In the Grand Manan Channel so close an approach
to verticle homogeneity is maintained throughout the Bummer that the maximum
Vertical range so far recorded for August has been only about 0.08 per mille, as
follows:

37755-27--18
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Station Date Depth Sallnity

10035 •••• ~_ oo _ •••••• _ __ __ _ ••••__ 00.00....... Aug. 19.1912
10035 __ _ _•••••.00._.00_ __ .••.• __oooo.oo•••••_.oooo ••••• _ •• _ _n•••oo.oo __ do "0000'

Ma]g~~_:':.~'_:~:::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .::::::::::::::::::: •~~~d;:'.~~~~.
Mavor's No. 28..00 __.00 ..__. __ 00__•..00•••• •__• •• _ do '000000

Do __ 00.--. __ 00.• ;.00 __ __00.00 00.00_._.00..00. __. "00 .do . __ 00"
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Vachon's (1918) and Mavor's (1923) determinations showthat the vertical dis­
tribution of salinity within the Bay of Fundy varies regionally in summer, probably

.2 .3 .4 .5 .6 .7 .8 .9 32 1. 2 3 .4 .5 .6 .7 8 9 33
Meter 0

depending on local and temporal variations in the strength of the tidal streams.
Where the water is least stirred vertically, and where the surface is least saline
because most subject to the freshening effect of the outflow from the St. John River,
the salinity of the upper 40 to 50 meters very closely parallels that of the mouth of
Massachusetts Bay (fig. 139) and of the western side of the gulf generally, grading
from this to the vertical uniformity characteristic of the Grand Manan Channel.

Strong tidal currents' are similarly responsible for a close approach to vertical
homogeneity over German Bank in August as in spring (p. 748) and early summer
(p. 756), the greatest difference between the surface and the bottom at any of OUf

summer stations there being only about 0.3 per mille, as follows:
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Salinity on German Bank, August to September

775

--

Station Date Depth Sallnlty Vertical
range

------
Meters Permille Permille

10029n_____________________ Aug. 14,1912

1

0 32.70 } 0.22_..------ --- .. --- --------- ._---------- ------ -_ ..--- ------ 64 32.92
100G5_____________________ n _________ ., ________________• ______ n ___n ______..________ Aug. 12,1913 0 32.75

I .1955 32.94
10244.._________... ____ n ______ u _____ .... ___________... _____ • ____ • n ______.. n __..____ Aug. 12,1914 0 32.84 .0655 32.90
10311_____________ n ____ n ___________________________ ------ - _____ ..____________ • ___ Sept. 2,1915 { 0 32.23 .3365 32.56

In the deeper parts of the gulf the vertical distribution of salinity at depths
greater than 50 to 70 meters depends less on the tide (very active tidal stirring is

.~ ~
<0 ~

Meter 0 3/. / 31.2.1

?l' ~-- 31.5 :-::-::::::-:~-..d~

801---~

100 l-- ....;.;J..... ~

FIG. 140.-Sallnlty profile crossing the mouth of Massachusetts Bay, Gloucester to Cape Cod, Just
west of Stel1wagen Bank, August 22, 1922. The broken eurve Is the contour of the bank

for the most 'Part confined to the shoaler parts of the gulf) than on the configuration
of the bottom, as affecting the free circulation of the water of high salinity that
drifts into the basin via the trough of the Eastern Channel. One extreme is illus­
trated by the deep bowl or sink off Gloucester, where a depth of 181 meters is
inclosed by a rirJ rising to within about 75 meters of the surface at its deepest
point. Here, on each of our summer visits (figs. 104 and 139), we have found a very
rapid increase in salinity with depth down to the 40 to 50-meter level, succeeded by
a much more gradual increase from that depth down to the bottom. More con­
cretely, the maximum vertical range between 40 meters and bottom has been only
about 0.2 per mille here at any summer station, contrasting with a range of 0.6 to 1
per mille of salinity between the surface and the 40-meter level. Evidently the
SUbmarine rim of this bowl is so effective a barrier that the water inclosed by it is
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but little influenced by the slope water in the bottom of the basin near by, but con­
tinues through the summer at about the same salinity that characterizes the over­
lying stratum in early spring.

Stellwagen Ledge, at the mouth of Massachusetts Bay, also isolates the deeper
water behind it to some extent, as shown by the correspondence between the contour
of the bank and the isohaline for 32 per mille on the profile for August, 1922, and by
the homogeneity of the deeper water contrasted with the wide vertical range in the
shoaler strata (fig. 140). /

Although the deep sink to the west of Jeffreys Ledge is open to the north,
where its rim has a depth of about 134 meters, the narrowness of the opening on this
side combines with the north-south direction of the axis of the ledge and with the
shoalness (48 to 64 meters) and comparative steepness of the latter to hinder the
drift of bottom water westward from the open basin of the gulf. Two stations in
the trough for August 15,1913, are especially interesting in this connection because
the southern (inner) one of the pair was nearly homogeneous in salinity at depths
greater than 50 to 60 meters, though the outer one sh~wed a rapid increase in
salinity from the surface downward to a depth of about 90 meters. Evidently com­
paratively little interchange was then taking place along the trough in the deep
strata.

Sometimes, however, bottom water of high salinity does drift inward, around
the northern end of Jeffreys Ledge, into this trough in much greater volume; as in
August, 1914, for instance, when a difference of 0.4 per mille in salinity was recorded
between the 40 to 50 meter level and the bottom (station 10252).

The relationship between the deep strata of the Bay of Fundy and the basin
outside, from which it is separated by a low submarine ridge, is of this same order
in summer, with the vertical rise in salinity much more rapid above than below the
50 to 70-meter level in the bay (Mavor, 1923), whereas the increase in salinity with
depth in the basin off its mouth is most rapid near the bottom (fig. 114).97 A
difference in vertical distribution of this sort shows as clearly as does the much
higher salinity (34 per mille) of the bottom of the basin that only a small amount
of water from the deeps of the latter was then entering the bay.

The distribution of salinity has been more uniform, regionally, at most of our
summer stations in the inner parts of the basin of the gulf down to a depth of about
200 meters. In the western branch, where the superficial stratum is influenced by
the dispersal of land water, slight geographic differences in the locations of the sta­
tions and secular changes in the surface currents produce corresponding differences
in the curves for salinity, depending on the precise state of the surface water. At
greater depths the vertical salting may either continue at an undiminished rate right
down to the bottom, as was the case onAugust 31, 1915 (station ~0307, fig. 138), or
the deepest stratum (more saline than 34 per mille) may form a homogeneous blan­
ket on the bottom, 50 to 60 meters thick, as we found it on August 22, 1914 (sta­
tion 10254, fig. 112).

A much thicker and considerably more saline (35 per mille) layer had blanketed
the bottom of the southeastern part of the basin a month earlier that summer (sta­
tion 10225, fig. 131), but with the salinity increasing rapidly with depth in the

87Stations 10097 (August, 1913),10246 (August, 1914), and 10304 (August 6 and 7, 1915).
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shoaler strata of water, reproducing the vertical distribution found there (though
somewhat more saline in actual values) in March and April of 1920 (stations 20064
and 20112), hence this type is probably characteristic of that part of the gulf.

The state of the deep water in the two channels-eastern and northern-that
interrupt the offshore rim of the gulf is worth stating, these being the possible sources
for deep undercurrents flowing inward. In July, 1914 (our only late summer stations
for this locality), the vertical distribution of salinity was almost precisely the same
in the Eastern Channel as in the southeastern part of the gulf, into which the latter
debouches, as were the actual values at different depths, with so little difference
between the values in the channel for the months of March, April, June, and July
in different years (fig. 141) as to prove the salinity of its deeper strata virtually
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FIG. 141.-Vertlcal distribution or salinity In the Eastern Channel. A, April 16, 1920 (station 20107);

B, June 25. 1915 (station 10297); C, July 24, 1914 (station 10227)

unchanging there through spring and summer. The Northern Channel, on the other
side of Browns Bank, at the same date (station 10229, July 25, 1914), was about 1.5
per mille less saline than the Eastern Channel on bottom (100 meters), though only
about 0.5 per mille less so at the surface." Consequently, any drift over the bottom
via this route would have brought water much less saline to the gulf, as is also the case
in spring (fig. 99). .

Our late summer stations yielded almost precisely the same salinity on Browns
Bank (station 10228) as in the Eastern Channel to the west of it and in the neigh­
boring part of the basin of the gulf, correspondingly salter than the Northern Channel
to the north (cf. fig. 141 with fig. 142), evidence of an overflow from tho Eastern

~8 32.47 per mllle at the surface at station 10227; 32.01 per mllle at station 10229.
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Channel as the normal seasonal sequence to the late June state of 1915, a type of
circulation also suggested by a corresponding rise in bottom temperature on Browns
Bank (p. 619).

Much lower salinities, however, on the neighboring parts of Georges Bank at
this same date 99 are equally clear evidence that no drift had taken place westward
from the channel; nor have we ever found any indication of an overflow in that
direction.

It is probable that offshore water encroaches over the outer edge of Georges
Bank to some extent during most summers, at deeper levels as well as at the surface
(p, 771), an event made evident in 1914 by the very high salinity of the bottom water
(34.9 per mille) on its southwest part on July 20 (fig.142, station 10216). The
effect of this highly saline water, however, was so closely confined to the southern
side of the bank at the time, that a station on its northern part, only 42 miles away
(station 10215) showed no evidence of it, the salinity not only being much lower
(32.09 to 32.9 per mille) but the whole column much more nearly homogeneous
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FIG. 142.-Vertical distribution of salinity on the offshore banks in JulY,1914. A, Browns Bank,

July 24 (statIon 10228); B, northeast part of Georges Bank, July 24 (station 10226); 0, eastern
part of Georges Bank, July 23 (statlon 10223); lind D, southwestern part of Georges Bank, July
20 (station 10216)

surface to bottom. Nor did any overflow from offshore take place farther east on
Georges Bank in 1914 up to the last week of July (if it ever does), although water
of 34 to 35 per mille then washed the bottom below the 100-meter contour all along
the outer edge of the bank (stations 10217, 10219, 10221, and 10222).

In summers when the seasonal cycle is more backward (1914 seems to have
been rather a forward year in this respect) oceanic water may not encroach on the
bottom on any part of Georges Bank before August and perhaps not then. In 1916,
for example, two stations on the western and southwestern parts of the bank (10347
and 10348) gave no evidence of any such event on July 23, the salinity being nearly
uniform verticallyat both, its value (32.4 to 32.6 per mille) no higher than the mean
for the whole column on the northern parts of the bank at about that same date
in 1914.

Wide regional variations ill salinity are to be expected over the broken bottom
of Nantucket Shoals, depending on the strength and on the mixing effects of the tidal

.. Station 10223 lind 10224,32.6 to 33,03 per mllle In 55 to 75meters; fig, 142.
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currents. Unfortunately, no stations have been occupied there at the more tide­
swept localities, where salinity" like temperature (p. 605),' is probably kept nearly
homogeneous vertically throughout .the summer. Adifference.of 0.41 per mille,of
salinity between the surface (31,73 per mille) and the bottom (32.14 per mille, depth
30 meters) was recorded on the southwestern edge of the shoals on.July25, 1916
(station 10355), with about this.sarne vertical range at a station close to Nantucket
Lightship on July 9, 1913 (station 10060; salinity 32.63 per mille at the surface,
32.04 per mille at 46 meters). A vertical distribution of this same sort has prevailed
in shallow water offMarthas Vineyard in July and August (stations 10356 and 10357,
July 26,1916; 10258 and 10263, August 25 and 27, 1914), the water as usual saltest
on bottom. .

Farther out on this sector of the shelf, where the vertical distribution varies at
any given locality and date according to what overflow ofoceanic water has recently
taken place and at what level, the mid depths may be .less saline than either the
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MartbQs Vineyard. A, August, 1914 (statlon 10260): B, August 26, 1914 (station 1(262); 0, ;ruly
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surface or bottom, as was the case at station 10259 on A1Jgust 25, 1914. However,
there is every reason to suppose that such a state is exceptional and probably transi­
tory, and that the vertical distribution is usually of the same type there (freshest
at the surface, saltest on the bottom; fig. 143) as it is nearer the land and within
the Gulf of Maine.

Our summer stations outside the edge of the continent, whether abreast of the Gulf
of Maineor a few miles to either side of the meridi~ns bounding the latter, have all
shown a very rapid increase in salinity \Vith increasing depth in the superficial stra­
tum (fig. 144), though with wide differences in the actual values from station to
'station. In part these differences depend on whether the 'oceanic water lies f.ar out
from or close in to the banks at thetime,but slsoon the precise location ofthesta­
tiona in question, because the transition from banks to ocean is so abrupt along this
zone. that a difference of half a dozen miles in geographic position maybe accompa­
nied by a very wide difference in the .salinity of the surface water as well as in. its .
temperature (p. 605).



780 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES

As stated, 1916 was so tardy a summer that the very close agreement between
the curves off Georges Bank for that July (station 10352) and off Cape Sable in July,
1914 (station 10233, fig. 144), is deceptive; equal salinities are usually attained about
a month later in the season off the eastern portal to the gulf than off the western-

When the highly saline water of the ocean basin moves closest in toward the
edge of the continenti, whether to the east or to the west of the Eastern Channel
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(p. 771), a very characteristic vertical distribution results, with the values highest at
a depth of 40 to 100 meters. Station 10218, off the southwest slope of Georges Bank
(ourmost oceanic station in temperature as well as in salinity), showed such a dis­
tributionon July 21, 1914 (fig. 144), with a maximum salinity approximating full
oceanic value (36.04 per mille) at 40 meters, though with the surface water much
less saline (34.42 per mille). Stations a few miles farther east along the slope, the
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next day (10220), and at the same relative position off Marthas Vineyard on the 26th
of that August (10261), yielded salinity sections similar in type (fig. 144), though
with actual values considerably lower in the upper 150 meters. The bottom water
at all these stations has been close to 35 per mille at depths greater than 300 meters.

None of our stations have been located far enough out from the edge of the con­
tinent to show the true tropical-oceanic distribution of salinity-namely, saltest at
or very close to the surface and decreasing with increasing depth down to 600 to 1,000
meters. Curves of this sort result, for example, from the observations taken by the
United States Coast Survey steamer Bache on her profile from Bermuda to the
Bahamas in January, 1914 (Bigelow, 1917a, figs. 8 and 9), and by the Dana near
Bermuda in May, 1922 (Nielsen, 1925, fig. 5); but when the so-called" inner edge
of the Gulf stream" approaches the edge of Georges Bank, as in July, 1914, doubtless
one need run off only a few miles into the oceanic basin to find the salinity so distrib­
uted there.

GENERAL DISTRIBUTION OF SALINITY BELOW THE SURFACE

The spacial relationships of the differences in salinity just outlined and the
general state of the gulf in summer are made more graphic by the usual projections­
horizontal and profile.

The salting of the eastern side of the gulf, which takes place from June to
August (p. 765), contrasted with the freshening of the western side of the basin as
land water is dispersed seaward (p. 763), produces a decided alteration in the
distribution of salinity from late spring through the summer at moderate depths as
well as at the surface (p. 763). In 1915 these changes resulted in an increase in the
salinity of the 40-meter level from about 32.5 per mille to about 32.8 to 33.5 per
mille in the northeastern part of the basin during the interval between the last week
of June (fig. 133) and the end of August, contrasting with a decrease in its
western side from about 32.9 per mille to about 32.6 per mille, though very little
seasonal alteration took place meantime in the coastal zone near Mount Desert, on
the one hand (about 32.3 per mille), or near Cape Sable on the other (about 31.9
per mille).

The most interesting feature of the 40-meter chart for July and August, 1914
(fig. 145), which may be taken as typical of the season (there being no reason to
suppose that this was either an abnormally fresh or an abnormally salt year), is
the regular gradation from low values in the western side of the gulf to a tongue
of high salinity (33+per mille) in the eastern side of the basin, again giving place
to a narrow zone of much fresher water along western Nova Scotia, with still lower
values (31.8 per mille) near Cape Sable and eastward along the outer coast of Nova
Scotia (Bigelow, 1917, fig. 33).

A much wider extent of 33 per mille water in that August than is shown
on the May and June charts for 1915 (figs. 125 and 133) no doubt reflects some
seasonal drift inward from the Eastern Channel after the slackening of the Nova
Scotian current, with the isohaline for 32.9 per mille revealing a tendency for the
.saltest band to circle westward along the coastal slope of Maine, bringing salinities
as high a~ 32.9 to 33 per mille as far as the offing of Penobscot Bay. A tongue of
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this same sort and of about the same salinity (33 to 33.2 per mille) also character­
ized the 40-meter level in August, 1913 (fig. 146); and while the most saline water
(33 per mille) did not form so definite a tongue in 1912 (Bigelow, 1914), a regional
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FIQ.145,-Ballnlty at a depth or 40 meters,July 19 to August 24,1914

distribution of the type just described has reappeared frequently enough on the
charts for various levels, months,' and years to establish it as normal for the gulf.

Densities determined by Craigie (1916a) for August 27 to 29, 1914, when
reduced to terms of salinity also show this saline water (33 per mille) curving into
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the southern side of the Bay of Fundy along its Nova Scotian side, with a regular
decrease in salinity from south to north across the bay to about 32.5 per mille near
Campobello Island. Recurrence of a regional distribution of this same sort in the
bay in August, 1916 (Vachon, 1918) and 1919 (Mavor, 1923), proves it character­
istic of the 40-meter level there at the end of the summer, though the actual values
Were somewhat lower in those two years than in 1914.

Corresponding to the contraction of the area of the gulf with increasing depth,
this salt tongue gives place to a gradation from low salinity to high across the basin
from west to east at deeper levels, as illustrated by the 100-meter chart for July and
August, 1914 (fig. 147), on which the successive isohalines (33 and 33.5 per mille)
outline the same eddying movement of the saltest water westward, past the offing
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FIG, 146.-Sallnlty at a depth of 40 meters, August 5 to 20,1913

of Penobscot Bay, as at 40 meters (p, 781). Some west-east gradation of this sort
has been recorded on each of our August cruises at the 100-meter level; but the
actual difference in salinity between the highest values in the eastern side of the gulf
and the lowest in the western side was much wider in 1914 than in 1913 when the
regional range was only from about 33.1 to about 33.5 per mille at 100 meters, with
the whole west-central part of the basin close to uniform, regionally, at 33.1 to 33.3
per mille (fig. 148).·

The gradual absorption of the indraft from the Eastern Channel into thegen­
era! complex of the gulf is more clearly illustrated on the 100-meter chart for 1914
(fig. 147) than at shoaler lines by the successive decrease in 'salinity, passing inward
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from the channel (34.4 per mille), to about 33.6 per mille in the northeastern corner
of the gulf.

At still deeper levels the distribution of salinity becomes increasingly governed
by the contour of the bottom as this more and more confines the infl.owing slope
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FIG. 147.-Sallnlty at a depth of 100meters, July isto August 26, 1914. Bay of Fundy from Craigie

water. Thus the latter (34 per mille) was not only directed more into the eastern
arm of the Y-shaped trough at 175 meters than into the western in 1914 (fig. 149):
but hugged the eastern slope of the former, making it the site of an anticlockwise
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circulation. This seems also to have been the case in 1912/ with absolute values·
varying from 34.3 per mille in the extreme northeast, off Machias, Me. (10036), to
33.5 per mille in the depression between Platts Bank and Cashes Ledge (station
10024). In 1915 the summer was likewise of this same type in the deeps of the gulf,
with 34 to 34.1 per mille in the eastern side and 33.5 per mille in the western at the
175-meter level; but in other summers the salinity of the deep strata is more nearly
uniform over the basin, as in 1913, when the values at 175 meters were 33.8 to 33.9
per mille in the western and eastern sides alike."

At depths greater than 200 meters the indraft through the Eastern Channel
does not have as free access to the two branches of the basin as at higher levels.
Consequently, their bottom waters have proved considerably less saline (34.5 per

FIG. 148.-Sallnlty at a depth of 100meters, August 5 to 20,1913

mille) than their union to the southeast, or than the Eastern Channel (35 per mille).
The bottoms of the deep bowl-like depressions in the offing of Cape Ann, in the one
side of the gulf, and off the mouth of the Bay of Fundy in the other, thus bear
much the same relationship to the still deeper bowl into which the Eastern Channel
opens as the sink off Gloucester and the other isolated sinks in the inner parts of
the gulf bear to its basin in general. .

At the 200-meter level (fig. 150) all the July and August determinations for the
western bowl (stations 10007, 10088, 10254, and 10307) have ranged between 33.7
per mille and 34.11 per mille, showing that very little annual variation is to be
expected there or regionally within its narrow confines. In the eastern bowl the

1 Only 5 stations were located In water as deep as 175 meters In l.ll12, and at only 3 of those can the 175-meter value be stated
Within ±O.I per mille,

2 No observations were taken In the southeastern part 01the area In August 011912,1913, or 1915.
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salinity has averaged higher, most of the determinations falling between 34 per mille
and about 34.5 per mille, with the highest readings localized along the eastern and
northern slope and the lowest (33.4 to 33.6 per mille) in its southwestern side
(stations 10249, Aug. 13, 1914, and 10309, Sept. 1, 1915).
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The midsummer charts, compared with the state of the gulf in June (p. 762),
suggest an interesting seasonal progression, with the slope water of high salinity
(34 per mille) spreading inward from the channel over the bottom, to occupy all the
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southeastern part of the gulf and northward to the northern slope, It is possible
that in some years the inflow may continue actively until late in August; but the
data for 1913,1914, and 1915 make it more likely that the indraft usually slackens
by the first of July, if not earlier, when a progressive tendency toward the regional
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equalization of salinity naturally ensues by various local circulatory movements of
the water, It is also possible that slope water enters in much greater volume in
some years than in others.
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It seems, however, that these changes involve the Bay of Fundy to only a small
degree at 100 meters or deeper, for in 1917 the salinity at that level changed from
32.4 per mille on July 4 to about 33 per mille on September 3 at a station off Grand
Manari (Mavor, 1923, p. 375). Values differing little from this are evidently to
be expected in the bay at this depth at the end of most summers, witness Craigie's
(19160,) records of 33.3 to 32.4 per mille in 1914 3 and Mavor's (1923) of 32.6 to 33
per mille in.1919. However, sufficient water of high salinity flows into the bottom
of the bay in late summer to maintain a more or less constant (though slight) differ­
ential between lower values along its northern side and higher values in its trough,
with the water along its Nova Scotian slope intermediate in salinity at depths
greater than 100 meters instead of most saline, as it is at the 40-meter level (p. 783).
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PROFILES

The relationship that the slope water of high salinity in the Eastern Channel
bears to the shallows on either hand, and especially to the overflow over Browns Bank,
is most graphically illustrated on the July profile (fig. 151), as is the fact that the
eastern edge of Browns was its extreme boundary in that direction (and always has
been in our experience), where it gives place by abrupt transition to much less saline
water in the Northern Channel, and so in toward the land near Cape Sable. The
profile also corroborates the evidence of the charts to the effect that this water of
high salinity was not overflowing at all on Georges Bank at the time. In fact, it is
doubtful if it does so at any season, for we have found no evidence of such an event.
either in spring or in summer.

I Calculated from Craigie's hydrometer readings.
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The course of the isohaline of 32.5 per mille over Georges Bank in this profile
is also worth comment in connection with the northeastern to southwestern tongue
of low salinity and low temperature recorded there at the surface (p. 770) as evidence
of a counter movement out of the gulf, eddying clockwise around the eastern end of
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• 41'

FIG. 152,-Depth below the surface of the Isohalobath for 34 per mille, July to August, 1914

the bank (fig. 207). The confinement of the slope water between the banks is also
illustrated by a summer chart of the 34 per mille water (fig. 152), as is its extent at
that season compared with the spring (fig. 118).
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The constant tendency of the slope water to bank up against the eastern (Nova
Scotian) slope of the gulf as it drifts inward over the bottom has been mentioned
repeatedly in the preceding pages. The consequent concentration of the highest
salinities (34 per mille) in the eastern side of the basin, reappearing from month to
month on the charts for the deeper levels, is illustrated perhaps more clearly on a
profile running from the center of the gulf toward Cape Sable for August, 1914 (fig.
153), than on any of the others, though corresponding profiles for August, 1913 (Bige­
low, 1915, fig. 48), and for August-September, 1915 (fig. 154), show something of the
sort. On August 12 and 13,1913, for example, the isohaline for 33 per mille in profile
revealed a very decided banking up in the mid-strata on the Nova Scotian slope off
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FlO. 153.-Salinhy profile running eastward from the offing of Oape Sable (station 10243) toward the oenter of the Gulf of
Maine (station 10249),for August 11 to 13, 1914

the mouth of the Bay of Fundy (Bigelow, 1915, fig. 53), although not of the deepest
and most saline water. In 1914 this banking up involved the whole column of water
right up to the surface at the time of our cruise. In this region ofsuch active tidal circu­
lation, however, sporadic vertical movements of this sort are to be expected; a pro­
file run a few days earlier or a few days later might have agreed more closely in this
respect with the profiles for 1913 and 1915.

In 1913, 34 per mille water occupied the whole breadth of the eastern arm of
the basin. In 1913 and 1914, however, slightly lower salinities prevailed in its
western side, a difference reflecting a corresponding difference in the circulation of
water over the bottom for the preceding weeks.
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The eastern ends of the summer profiles along this general line confirm the evi­
dence of the charts to the effect that the flow of Nova Scotian water past Cape
Sable nearly or quite ceases before July, by the extremely abrupt transition in salin­
ity between the stations just to the west of the cape (32.4 to 32.8 per mille) and
those in its offing or just to the east of it « 32 per mille).

The western end of any summer profile along this line, whether for 1913 or for
1915 (fig. 154), is interesting chiefly for its demonstration that off Massachusetts
Bay water less saline than about 32.5 per mille occupies a cross section hardly less
extensive than in May (fig. 126), though with the isohaline for .that value pointing to
some tendency for the fresher water to expand, seaward, over the salter. A rela­
tionship of this same, sort also appears, as might be expected, on other profiles
running out normal to the coast line, at several locations between Cape Ann and the
Bay of Fundy, for the summers of 1912 and 1913 (Bigelow, 1914, figs. 30 to 32,
and Bigelow, 1915, figs. 49 to 51).

'StatloM

3OOt==================~~=====b!j
FIG, 154.-Sallnlty profile running eastward across the gulf Irom the mouth 01 Massachusetts Bay (station 10306) to the offing

01Cape Sable (station 10312), August 31 to September 2, 1915

The summer profiles also supplement the charts for the 100-meter level in making
clear the isolation of the sink off Gloucester (typical of all such sinks) by its barrier
rim, resulting in the vertical homogeneity of salinity below the level of the latter,
with a considerably lower value at the bottom of the sink than at an equal depth in
the basin outside, which is characteristic of this situation.

The summer state of the water in the bowl inside Stellwagen Bank and in the
deep channels that give entrance to it on the north and south is developed by pro­
files crossing the mouth of Massachusetts Bay for August 31, 1912 (Bigelow, 1914,
fig. 33), July 19,1916 (fig. 155), and August 22, 1922 (fig. 140). In the summers of
1916 and 1922 the saline bottom water (>32 per mille) of this bowl was continuous
with the still higher salinities of the basin of the gulf outside via the floor of the
channel next Cape Ann, but was entirely cut off to the southward by Stellwagen
Bank. Consequently, any bottom drift that may have been taking place into the
bay at the time, or shortly previous, must have followed the northern route.
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In 1922, also, the upper 50 meters was least saline in the northern side of the
bay, as might be expected if the general anticlockwise eddy enters it. This is
probably the usual state at the end of the summer, also, unless temporarily interrupted
by the offshore winds, when temporary upwellings may be responsible for surface
salinities higher in the northern side of the bay than in the southern side (so confus­
ing the picture), as appears on the July profile for 1916 (fig. 155).

Our own cruises do not afford summer profiles for the Bay of Fundy; but Mavor
(1923) gives several such for August, 1919, cross-cutting the bay at intervals, all of
which show the upper strata of water on the whole salter in the southern (Nova
Scotian) than in the northern (New Brunswick) side. This distribution, as Mavor
has brought out, corresponds to a tendency for the outpouring discharge of fresh
water from the St. John River to spread southwestward along New Brunswick, while
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FIG. 155.-Salinity prollle crossing Massachusetts Bay from the eastern point. Gloucester to Cape
Cod, just Inside Stellwagcn Bank for, July 19, 1916. The broken curve gives the contour of the
bank (stations 10310 to 10312)

the salter water (32 to 32.5 per mille) tends to bank up against Nova Scotia, giving
a marked obliquity to the isohalines. In the bottom of the trough of the bay
Mavor's profiles show the saltest and coldest water (33 to 33.1 per mille) as a lon­
gitudinal ridge, which he explains (Mavor, 1923, p. 364) as due to a rotation of the
deeper water around this locality as a center. Concentration of the lowest salinities
in the northern side also appears in the densities on profiles of the lower part of the
bay for August, 1914 (Craigie, 1916a), proving this the usual summer state.

The characteristic contrast, below the surface, between the high salinity of the
Atlantic basin and the much less saline water of the continental slope and shelf is
brought out graphically for the summer months by the profiles (figs. 156 to 158)
for 1914. Whether in July (figs. 156,157) or in August (fig. 158), the successive
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isohalines show a sudden transition from the one to the other (most abrupt at this
shoaler levels) and parallel to the edge of the continent. It is especially suggestive
that while considerable overflows of water more saline than 33 per mille appear on
the profiles in two regions-one from the Eastern Channel across Browns Bank, as
just described (p. 788), and the other in the offing of Nantucket Shoals-neither
profile (nor the chart for 200 meters, fig. 150) suggests any tendency for this most
saline water to enter the Eastern Channel. On the contrary, the isohalines for
the highest values at each level cross the latter, leaving the oceanic triangle occupied
by the intermediate salinities of the slope water (33 to 35 per mille) •

As to the date when bottom water of high salinity may be expected to drift in
Over the edge of the continent toward Nantucket Shoals, I can only point out that
in 1913 water of 33 to 33.5 per mille and upwards in salinity was encountered at 40
meters over the outer edge of that sector of the shelf as early as July 10 (stations
10060 to 10062). In 1914 water of this high salinity had encroached on the south­
western part of Georges Bank by July 19 and had reached the 40-meter contour off
Nantucket Shoals some time prior to the last week in August (fig. 145); but in 1916,
a backward year (p. 772), the bottom water over this part of the shelf was only
32.5 to 33 per mille on July 19 to 25 (stations 10354 to 10355, fig. 159)-i. e.,
about 1 per mille less saline than at about the same season of 1913 or of 1914, cor­
responding almost exactly to the readings obtained there in May, 1920.

Water more saline than 35 per mille may be expected to wash the slope
at the 100-meter level right across the mouth of the gulf at some time during the
summer, and perhaps continuously throughout the summer during some years, for
the Canadian Fisheries Expedition had 35.35 per mille at 100 meters on the slope
of the La Have Bank in July, 1915 (Bjorkan, 1919; Acadia station 41), where the
100-meter salinity on July 28, 1914, was only 34.16 per mille (station 10233; both
readings taken over the 450-meter contour line).

Only on one occasion have our lines reached water of full oceanic salinity (36
per mille)-namely, abreast the western end of Georges Bank on July 21, 1914
(p. 780, figs. 145 and 156). Failure to find water as saline as this at our outermost
stations anywhere else between the offings of Chesapeake Bay and Cape Sable on
any other cruise, or off Nova Scotia, suggests that this pure" Gulf Stream water"
may be expected to approach the edge of the continent more closely thereabouts,
as it moves northward in summer, than either to the west or to the east.

We have yet to learn whether oceanic water approaches so close to the edge of
the continent every summer as it did in 1914. In 1913 and 1916 (the one an early
and the other a late season in the sea) it certainly did not do so until well into the
summer, if at all. We may assume, therefore, that the situation pictured on the July
profile for 1914 (fig. 156) is most likely to be reproduced in August, taking one sum­
mer with another.

Although this highly saline water probably approaches within a few miles of
the 200-meter contour at about this longitude (68° to 70°) by the end of every
August, it has never been found actually encroaching on the continental shelf abreast
of the Gulf of Maine or anywhere else along the North American littoral north of
Chesapeake Bay at any season. Bjerkan's (1919) record of 35.9 per mille at 50
meters at the Acadia station 44 miles off La Have Bank on July 22, 1915, combines
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with our own data for 1914 (fig. 145) to show the isohalines for 35.5 and 36 per mille
departing farther and farther from the continental edge, passing eastward from
Georges Bank, and so leaving a less saline wedge (34.5 to 35.5 per mille) some 60
miles wide off the mouth of the Eastern Channel. This fact is worth emphasis as
one of the numerous bits of evidence that the indraft that takes place into the east­
ern side of the gulf, via this channel, is constantly of the so-called "slope" origin
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FIG. 156.-Sallnlty prollie running (rom a station (10213) off northern Gape God. southward across the western end of
Georges Bank (stations 10215 and 10217). to the continental slope (station 10218), July 19to 21.1914

(p. 842), thus accounting for the rarity of tropical planktonic animals and plants
within the gulf (Bigelow, 1925).

When the transition in salinity is as abrupt along the edge of Georges Bank as
it was. in July, 1914 (fig. 156), to speak of a salinity "wall v.is excusable exaggera­
tion. At such times the following waters may be named, successively, along any
profile crossing Georges Bank from north to south:
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First, in the basin to the north of the bank is the Gulf of Maine complex, rang­
ing in salinity hereabouts from about 32 per mille at the surface to about 33.5 per
mille at a depth of 200 meters and close to 34 per mille in the still deeper trough of
the basin. The northern part of the bank is washed by the typical "banks" water,
with a mean salinity of 32.5 to 33 per mille, which in the shoaler parts is kept nearly
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uniform, vertically, by tidal stirring. Over the seaward slope the zone of transi­
tion to the much more saline water is condensed into so narrow a zone that the
successive isohalines become nearly perpendicular on the distorted scale adopted for
the profiles, their precise degree of obliquity depending, of course, on the proximity
of the oceanic water to the south. Finally, at the offshore end true oceanic or
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"Gulf Stream" water more saline than 36 per mille will be met if the profile runs
out far enough.

Farther east (fig. 157) a rather different picture results from the homogeneous
state of the water maintained on the bank by active tidal stirring, as described above
(p. 770); but the contrast between the comparatively low salinity there and the much
higher values on the continental slope to the south, on the one hand, as well as in
the basin of the gulf to the north, on the other (34 per mille), affords a graphic
illustration of the extent to which the contour of the bottom controls the relationship
of water masses that differ in salinity because of different origins. Note also the
abrupt transition from the thick layer of 35 per mille water in the bottom of the basin
to the very much lower salinity (about 32.2 per mille) at the surface on this profile,
reflecting the considerable difference in density that exists in summer between the
slope water and the surface stratum beneath which this intrudes.

All three summer profiles of the continental shelf for 1914 (figs. 156, 157, and
158) show extremely uniform salinities of 35.2 to 35.4 per mille bathing the bottom
at about 100 to 200 meters depth all along the slope abreast the gulf; and as the
Canadian Fisheries Expedition also had 35.4 per mille at 200 meters just outside the
continental edge in the offing of Shelburne, Nova Scotia, on July 22, 1916 (Bjerkan,
1919; Acadia station 41), this may be taken as normal for the summer.

In February and March, the reader will recall, only the western sector of this
zone was as salt as this; in July, 1916, the values were slightly below 35 per mille
(fig. 159)-differences that apparently reflect the normal seasonal succession in
the inshore and offshore movements of oceanic water. On this assumption the
maximum salinity of the eastern sector of the warm zone for the year is not far from
35.5 per mille, and the minimum certainly is as low as 34.5 to 34.7 per mille.

At depths greater than 400 meters the bottom water on this sector of the con­
tinental slope is always close to 34.9 to 35 per mille in salinity, perhaps never vary­
ing more than 0.2 per mille from this mean value at any time of year.

Lower salinities off Marthas Vineyard in July, 1916 (fig. 159), than in August,
1914 (fig. 158), no doubt reflect. the normal seasonal succession in this part of the sea,
suggesting that values less than 32 pel' mille will seldom be recorded on this line
after July, and that water more saline than 33 per mille may be expected to move
inshore over the bottom during that month and August (p. 793). The fact that the
water over the median sector of the shelf was nearly homogeneous in salinity, sur­
face to bottom, at that time (fig. 158), contrasting with pronounced stratification
closer into the land, on the one hand, and farther out at sea, on the other, is unmis­
takable evidence of active circulation. The abrupt transition from low salinities to
high ones over the edge of the continent, made evident on the profile by the isoha­
lines for 34, 34.5, and 35 per mille, also marks this as the zone of contact between
two distinct masses of water at the time (p. 795). The rather unusual vertical distri­
bution of salinity about one-third the way out from the land where the mid stratum
was less saline than either the surface above it 01' the bottom, has been commented
on (p. 779).

These two profiles (figs. 158 and 159) are also of interest from a more general
viewpoint as illustrations of the general increase in salinity from the land seaward,
which is characteristic of the whole continental shelf between Cape Cod and Chesa­
peake Bay.
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, ..PTInc!~stlltlon II (Mavor, 1923, p. 375).

31 than at a localitY'!l:ilifew.tnile& t'Q,th'e soutli'b"ri:Al!rgus't'29/(station 10398), with
almost precisely the sa~evalues at depths greater than 50 meters as in August and
October, /1915: '. Increasingsali¢ty in the upper strata, contrasted' with. constanCY
in :the deep wa~r,is thus'a regtila:i~ccompa.nllherit'6'£ advancing autumn in this
locality.:" '.." '. . ..,

'Tidalcllrrentsbeing ddmp'aratively weak here, autumnal salting atthe.1houtb
of Massachusetts Bay reflects some widespread change of thesame sort, not simply
vertical mixing in situ. ' 'I'heextent to which 'the inner waters of the bay share i~

this alteration during the early autumn is therefore interesting. Unfortunately, this
can not be stated; for want of data at successive dates throughout 'any given season;
but the fact that the surfaceof the northern side ofthe'bafhad'virtually the sQ:ll1e
salinitvon' October 26 and 27, 1915 (stations 10338 and 10339), as a month eatlier
(stations 10320 and 10321), but had become about 0.5 per mille more saline near
Cape Cod during this same interval (station 10322, 31.4 per mille; station 10337,
31.9 per mille), lis evidence that salinity increases more rapidly at the mouth of the
bay in autumn than near the head, as might be expected.

Passamaquoddy Bay, across the gulf, is also somewhat more, saline in October
than in August, by Vach'on's (1918) observations, notwithstanding irregularities in
the mid depths, caused,nodoubt,<by the strong tides. As Passamaquoddy BaY
receives the discharge ,of a large r~ver, while the Iand drainage into Massachusetts
Bay is trifling, it is probable that a corresponding increase in salinity takes place in
estuarine situations and along the shore generally all around the coast line of the
gulf as well as in the Baydf Fundy, where Mavor (1923) records a considerable
increase in the salinity of the upper 80 meters of water between Gran,d Marian and
Nova Scotia' from August:2,5, 1916, to November 6.

Such data as are available for: October make it likely that this g~neral salting
brings the surface salinity' above 32 per mille all along the coastal belt-to the north

, /: '; "!', . ., •

and east of Cape Ann' (outside the. outer.islands) by the first week or the month 1D
most years.. As a result the area lesssalinethan 32peqnille which skizrts the whole
coast line. of ~egulf from' Cape Cod to the Bay of FundJ7iin July and August (p. 769),
contracts to include Massachusetts Bay alone by mid autumn,' A similar relatiow
ship between the salinities of late summer and of midautumn prevails down to a
depth of 40 to 50 meters. ' ,','! i)'

Some.increase inthe.salinity.of.the upper stratum of-water-was naturally to be
expected along this' sedtor()f'thecoltst line ill autumn as'the effects of the vernal
4~c.hargesJt:o,lll" itheriye.l;s8tr~, grfl,dulj.lly disE!ipated~i;:Uthis,prodess .of .mixture is
aeccmpanied ;by;an ~qpiyejndraft ofhighly saline. wattlrinto the boetom. of the gulf
the increase ;Wm invQlve,the' wholecolumn rig,ht.down to the'deepestatratum of the
pas~;"o,thElrwise the intermingling of compara,tivelylowsalinities from, above with
bigher salinities from, below .must ,rel>ult in lowering the salinity of the: deeper strata
W;hUEl raising, that ofthe shoaler., Thet.verticaldisteibution of salinity is. therefore
an index .to the strength of the bottom dr,i;ft in .autumn. " . '
.' Unfortunately, no deep stations.wereoccupied.duning the autumn of 1915; but­

On November 1, I9I6"obser-y,ations taken in the basin off .Cape Ann (station 10401)
yielded decidedly lower.salinities in the deepeststeatum than we have ever found
--,---;-----;---,-------,------,--,---.,...---,--,---,--,-----,- ----c'~
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there inthe' summer 'in(anyyoor';"True, ,the' se~stmal -suecession is not i altogetiher
clarified thereby,;because of the :certainty that 'annual diffeFel:l.Ce~(are' sometime~
wider than the seasonal differences; 1916 may havevboen a-fresh :autumn,wliile
the summers of 1913 and'1915'werecertainly more 'saline than those: of 1912 or
1914. At least there' is nothing in 'this record: to suggest an active inward pulse 'of
slope water during the early autumn; but rather the reverse; and therelanionship
between the salinities for that date, on: the one hand. rand the-curvesfor July17j
1912, and ,August 22, 1914, onthe other (stations 10007 and 10254), is wliatmight

, be expectedin the normal seasonal succession, with vertical stirring by tidal cur­
rents, winds, and Waves becoming, increasingly more effective through the autumn,
When cooling at the surface decreases the vertical stabili~yqf the water.

We have no. data for salinity on. the offshore .banks-Georg.es oz.Browns-e-for
October or later in the autumn; butprofil~sOf the continental.shelf in the offing of
Marthas Vineyard and a few miles farther 'vest, run by the !Grampusduring the
thirdweek of October, 1915;(stati9nsl0331to10334),and on November 10 .and 11,
1916 (fig. 162), show that if slope.water had worked in over this sector of the shelf
al9ng thisline during the preceding summers it had moved out again from the edge
otthecontipent by midaut~mn,lell,viri~values lower t~I1!1'}4permilleout,.to the
120-met~r contour, Itisljkelyi' therefore, that such: encroachmentsof high salin­
ity over. the outer edge of the continental. shelf off southernNe;w England as are
describe4abov~(p.79,6)ate strictly summer e~ents. , For water a,s saline a~(34 per
tnilletocontinueonthis~partof the shelf after)the end of 'September would, it,seems,
be an unusual event. " :;' 1 i!. , i",:

If the inshore ~nds of these two profiles, in' combiriati'an,; represe~j;" the usual
October-November ,st~te, and if COnditions pr~vail~ng ,the,re in August, 1914(p~ 796,
fig. 158), ar~ equally r~pres~ntativeof that. se~son, the coastwise-water .less saline
~han 32.5 per mille spiedds out from the .land, seaward, during the autumn, until the
lSohaline for this valueincludeathebottom out to the 40 to 60 meter contour and
the surface halfway a:~oss the shelf> The 'rel~ti'c,nship between this November pro­
~le~ndtne profile off New York for that August affords.fursher evidence of 'similar
ltnport, as remarked elsewhere (Bigelow, 192~, p. 1,25, figs. 23 and 38).

The'most interesting alteration that takes place Tater in the autumn is that the
'Vertical range of salinityin the upper.Inu meters, like that of temperature, decreases
as the water loses stability and as tides and winds stir it more. and more actively.

Observations on the salinity of the gulf for the last half of November and first
half of-December, have been confined to.rthe bowl at the. mouth ofi.Massachusetts
Bay off Gloucester in 1912 (Bigelow,1.9:l4a, pAl:6),; and, to.the: deep-trough .of :the;
Bay"of 'Fundy, between Grand .Manan: and iNova, Scotia, in 1916 and) 19li7 '(MaVOl',

1!~23i·PI'375;). ,: ,;:", ,,", ,.',.:1 '.1"

-At the finst-of .theee-localities and 'years,salinity' had become:virtuaUyihomogel"
lleous at, './libout132,.5 .per.mille from the, surface.downj to: a:depth of ,8,bout.. 50:meters,
bYJNovember. 20,1 increasing ;slightly with.increasing depth: to.'i32.66:perimille at ,bot"!
~OI::nin,62imeter8,!(fig':IUn.: .Howeve», ,the fact ,that,virtlll111y;no,altevatiOJt!':of, salin...
lty had t~ken place at the bottom there since the preceding August (stations 10045
______ ,<:-.' ""'1' '" ,';" 'J", '. ,. <il') I "";', :'i":"', :'; ,~,'j., -';.:')' . • ',;J ,I,' ',<':';, ,- I", I

2' IOh"theAugust prOtlle (llg. 108) water iess ~lll'lnethan' 32.5 per'iliiliedliinottbllch dlebottom ~t'!I1J';t' d~PtllS 'greliier:ti\t\,~,
oIIleters. ".
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and 10046), .though that of the surface had increased from3L67to 31.92 per mille
to 32.57 per mille during, the interval, is proofthat.theautumnalprogression ,also
reflected.an .indraft of more, saline water over the rim .

.Some salting! of the whole column of water is to be!expected.: therefore, at the
mouth of Massachusetts: Bay during the late autum, besides the increase at the sur­
fac.ethat.stirring.by· tidalcurrentswould.iof itself, effect at this season. Although
this alteration .was.not continuous in 1912, when salinity was almost precisely the
same on Decemberdaeiithad .been on November 20 a.t .ths-stationdn.question;" it
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raised' the salinity of, the entire' column, (now homogeneous) sudace .to bottom) 'to
about.32.75 per mille by\the23d of that month. .

Mavor (1923) also records aconsiderableincrease in the salinity of .tneupper
strata of the Bay of Fundy from October 4, 1916, through November, although the
bottom water' continued virtually unchanged throughout that autumn. The verti­
cal distribution for October 4 of that year 7 is especially interesting.tthe.salinity being
highest at: 50 meters, with less saline water below it as well as 'above,and' with &

very abruptincreasenea.r .thebottoin. A distribution of this sort, decidedly unusual
. ' ~

'32.66 per ml1l~ at the ;urfaceand at 46meters; 32.61 per mille near bottom In 70 ~etersdePth.
710meters.31.9 per mille; 50meters, 32.6per ml1le;75 meters, 32.4mille; 150meters, 32.5 per mUle;, and 176meters, 33per

mille. " ,. . . . '.
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in the Gulf of Maine region, suggests indrafts from the basin offshore at two levels­
one centering at about 50 meters and the other over thebottom.

In 1917 th~ autumnal progressionof salinity in the Bay of .Fundy was of the
reverse order (fig. 161), Mayor's (1923) records-sho.wing.a decrease of abput).2 per
mille .atalldepths from Octoberto December, ,as follows:"
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1922, fig. 38) .

It is obvious that with salinity increasing in the one year of record, decreasing
in the next, neither an increase nor a decrease can be named as normal for the Bay
of Fundy in late autumn. Freshening is probably to be expected there in years
When the autumnal rains are heavy and the discharges from the St. John and from
the other rivers tributarY' to the, bay are correspondinglygreat, especially if, the
indraft over the bottom (which .vades from year to year) is less active than ,usual.
On the qther hand, salting w~ll follow after, summers and autumns with light rain:'
fall or with more, than the usual contribution of saline bottom water.. This. expla­
nati.~n ispnrtly 'c'orrob_l1:t~d bY-the fact that the year's precipatio~ s~owe4adefi­
ci~ncyof 11.45 inches from the meant1tEa$tport in 1916, (when the salinityo( the
bay rose in auturml),w"itheverymonth',fromAugU$t t,o November famng low,-- '

I Condensed fron, Mavor (1923,'P, '375).
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,.'
.SALINITY IN MIDWINTER

(","

The general oceanographic surveyof the inner part of the gulf carried out by the
Halcyon during the 'Iast days of December and 'first half of January, 1920-21, affords
our only picture of the salinity of the offshore waters forthat season, .

These midwinter observations prove interesting from several view points, In
the first place, when added to the winter records for Massachusetts Bay and for the
Bay of Fundy for other years they show that little alteration takes place in salinity
from autumn to midwinter, evidence that this season sees no extensive indraft of
the saline slope water over the bottom, The regional distribution of salinity in the
upper 100 meters gives evidence to this same effect, for this was highest near shore
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in the wk.~tei'n side oftheguH as in May instead fJf in. the. eastern, .as' .is the rule
atotherthnesofyear~ This distribution' appears}llost dearlyon the surfacepro­
jeetion' (fig•. 163)~, '.Vith· 32.7 per. mille off Cape Ann,.but ?nly 32,~ pe~ mille ill the
Nova Scotian sideOftnebasin; likewise at 40 rneters and at lOOmeters, where these
slime, 'localities w~te the most saline,' . These, in fact,\vere the only 'station~ wher~
the: lOOimet~: s:alinit:r .·wa:~; the,o' higher tlllt?- 33' per mille', so that' this' isohaline
paralleled tlienorthetIhi:tid w~stern 'slopes' bfthegulfae this level.' :, ·

The bottom water of the two sides of the basin at 200 meters and deeper then
proved almost precisely alike in the two sides of the basin (about 33.9 per mille off
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Cape Ann, stations 10490 and 1050'3; fig: i134, and 33.93 per jnillein the northeastern
side). However, the submarinevrirri of'bhe Bay of Fundy,' in: the one 'side' ol the
gulf, and the partial inclosure of the trough west of JeffreysLedge,in the other, hinder
free exchange ofbottoIn water in midwinte-r ~s ,effectively as they do' ill [Slimmer
(p. 776), for the salinity was only 32.87 per mille at 150 meters to' the west of .Teffreys
Ledge, contrasting with 33.75 permille in the open basin to the 'east of it. The
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difference was nearly as great between the Bay of Fundy and the open gulf, off its
lnouth, at this same level (32.75 per mille at station: 10499; 33.37 per 'mille at station
10502). "

We have found this same general rule applying equally to the deep bowl off
Gloucester at all other seasons; but on December 29, 1920, the, deep strata were
lnuch more saline there (station 10489) than were corresponding levels in the open

37755-27-20
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basins, whether; off Cape Ann (station 10490) or off Cape Cod (stati~m 10491); more
,s8J.ine,to~, than at t1 neighboring location at any time during the winter of,1912-~3.
If..these determinations w:ere.correct,9 they mean ,that bottom water had been well­
ing up into the bowl from greater depths in the basinat.some time.shortly previous.
However! this movement had then. ceased" and the inequalities in-salinity were
decreasing; otherwise the temperature would have .been about the same at, the sur- .
face as in the deeper layers (6.9° to 7°), instead of more than 1° lower (5.56° at
station 10489). It .. is certain;. also, that the unexpectedly high salinity' did not
persist long at this locality, for the whole column of water had freshened to 32.6 to
32.7, per mille there by the 5th of the following March (station 10511).10

Nor did any upwelling that may have taken place off the mouth of Massachu­
setts Bay in December, 1920, involve the inner parts, for the whole column of water
proved decidedly less saline off Boston Harbor on the 29th (station 10488) than at
the mouth of the bay (station 10489); less saline, too, than near Gloucester on
January 30, 1913 (station 10051), when salinity ranged from 32.56 per mille at the
surface to 32.8 per mille on bottom. ,

During this midwinter the salinity of the superficial stratum of water was lowest
(31 to 32 per mille) along the shore between Cape Ann and Cape Elizabeth, on one
side of the gulf, and next the west coast of Nova Scotia, on the other, with a mini­
mum of 30.02 per mille a few miles south of the mouth of the Merrimac River, no
doubt reflecting the freshening effect of the latter, but slightly higher along the
northern shore of the gulf (32.3 to 32.6 per mille) and in Massachusetts Bay (32.1
to 32.5 per mille). This regional distribution was paralleled at 40 meters .(though
with actual values averaging about 0.3 per mille higher), except that the minimurn
for this level was close to the Nova Scotian coast (31.3 per mille) instead of off the
Merrimac River, proving the freshening effect of the latter to have been confined to
the uppermost stratum of water at the time.

The narrow confines of water less saline than 32 per mille in midwinter, and
the rather abrupt transition in the western side of the gulf to considerably higher
values a few miles out at sea, contrasted with the much more extensive area inclosed
by that isohaline in April and in May (figs. 101 and 120), reflect the fact that the
rivets' discharge much less water into the gulf in late autumn and early winter than
they do in spring.

During-the winter of 1912-13 the vertical stratification of the water at the
mouth of Massachusetts Bay,characteristic of the summer season, gave place to It

close approach to vertical homogeneity in salinity, as well as in temperature, by the
middle of December, and so continued through the winter. Closer in to the shore,
however, on both sides of Cape Ann, a greater vertical rangeof salinity persists iJ;lto
January. and probably right through until spring." In 1920-:-21 all the stations
showed a vertical range of more than 0.3 per mille salinity in the upper 100 meters,

.except off Y""rmouth,NovaScotia,and,off .Cape Cod (stations 10501 and 10491),
where the water was :virtually homogeneous, surface to bottom, and near ,seguin
-------------------------r----------....,..-,--

• There is no technical reason to doubt their accuracy.
• 10 1n 11113 the sllIinity ntl\ ncar-by jocoJlty continued to Increase until Mar. 19, when It'l\ttalned .Its 'max.lmum· of 33 per

mllle at the surrace 'and 33.17per mille on bottom at. adepth of 88 meters. , . , ..
• IIVertical range of 0.3 to 0.7 per mille in depths of 30 t03ti meters at stations 10051 and 10052 on' Jan. 30; 1913.
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Island'-(station;10495)}-wherethe salinityinc~easedonlyi:£rom32L6'per:mille at the
sUrface to 32.77 per mille at 75' meters'. ' " (, 1'1":

, ;;Local freshening 'of the surfscecjust described: (p, 806h was then responsible-for
the very considerable vertical, range of 2.6 per mille in water only; 30 meters..deep
between'Cape Ann arid the Merrimac River, with'differencesofO.8to'lA"per mille
between the surface, and .the 75 ·to LOO meter level off Cape, Elizabeth and •off .Cape
Ann (stations 10488, 10489, 10492, .and 10494). '

It is certain.ohowever, .thatuethesurface-oontinued to cool during.that-winter
the decrease in vertical, stability was accompanied by 'a progressive equalization of
salinity in the upper 100 meters; for the surface and the 100-meter level differed-by
less than 0.2 per mille in salinity ,at five out of seven' of the stations for the follow­
ing March (stations 10505 'to 10511). 'Thus, the seasonal cycle was fundamentally
the same in this respect in 1920-21 as in 1912~13, except that it was more tardy in
its early progression. ' " '

No 'general survey of the salinity of the gulf has yet been 'attempted during
the last half of January or the first half of February-on the whole.-tha.coldesf
season (p, 655). .However, .periodic.observations taken in,Massachusetts Bay during
this period of 1913, hydrometer readings' ,taken at 15 stations .by: the,Eish 'Hawk in
its southern side:on February 6 and 7; 1925, and Mavor's. (1923) winter records for
the Bay of.Fundy in 1916 and 1917 show that novery.wide change is to be expected
in the salinity of the gulf, during the last half of the winter.'
, These Fish Hawk determinations ranged from about 32.3·per mille to about 33.3

per mille; according to.the precise.locality, averaging lowest in the hook of Cape Ood,
where:thesurfacew'asa,bout 32.3,to 32.4 per mille..and- highest in the center of the
baY(~hole ~91~,ll!-n,qlqse"t~3.3, per 'lllig~, s,u.rf.~cE(;to, pott9111) ., T~e. rn,a1'imum differ­
enceiri saliriitybetween surfaCE" and bottom' wastl1eri' hiily '0:4 pel" mille (average
differeI:lce.about.O,~ Jwrmille),. ;\Vi~4~he.w,a.ter viI;Wally l:lOrnog~p.eoy.s, ;\'lU1:face to
bQttom, at the, t":"o d~ep,e:;;t:~tations (~hol,l;t,7q rne~ers,dem),).,,;, "" "',, '
" . It is interesting to .£1.nlithe ~alinity; oithe. ,de~p'er,partc;)f.the, ;b~Y JorFehruary
7, 1925,,'a!most eX8:ctly re.PFP<lu,pin,g, theyahi~s recorded ,qtr 'GI(}uf,es~~~ .on ,~lle,J 3,W
of the month in 1913. (stati0l;l;J0053, surface 3,2,8,3 per 1l1m~;Q9t~oru32.,84,perwm~),;
eVidently neither of these winters, as contrasted with the other, can be described as
"fresh" or "salt" in the bay. \ In both 1913; and 1925 the water away from the
i1l:J.mediateinfltlenc~.ofthe shoreline .was ~q~ll,lly hOIJlogeneou~ in salinity from
toptq b~ttom'by'~h'es~,d~te~;,b;u,tt~edat~ for, t~~ tW9y~ars99?ibined })ri~g
Out It decidedregionaldifference 'in this respect, with the, surface continuing' 0.3, to
0.4 per mille lkss.salih~ than the deeperstrata along 'th'enorthtwn ari(fsolltliern in'tJ­
gins of the bay, no doubt qecause of hin~ dra~nage1 " ',I".',' ,"'"

, Al~hough,we have'm~de rio' offshore stations i~'.~h~:gUlf'be~ween.the,:.middle'of
January and the ,last week of Febru\Lry, some knowledge, of the'ebb and flow ;b~ 'the
slope water ov;ert4~t period is obtainable froIIi the se'asohitlprogression fr(}iriFeb~
l'u~ry to March in the deeperparts of Massachusetts'Bay,alidfroI11 the, salinity 'of
the basin 'off Cape Ann for March 5, 1921 (station1051o),coriipar~d with theprc:'
ceding December and January (stations 10490 and 10503).

In 1913 the salinity rose to about 32.8 permilleat ,thesurfl1,ce,to 32.9 per mille
on bottom in 70 meters, at the mouth of the bay by January 16~amean'increaseof
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about 0;2 'per. mille for ,the:preceding six weeks; '.:Apparently,this .indraft .of saline
water from offshore then slackened, for on Fehruary13 the water (then 'VirtuallY
homogeneous, top' to .bottom) still' had this same salinity. It then salted once more
to 33.04'per mille on thebottomhy March4(no change at the'imrface),with a
slight. further increase during .tlie next two weeks to 33 per mille at the surface and
33.17 per mille on:bottom.which proved the maximum for the year, succeeded by
the vernal freshening already described (p.' 723). '

In 1925 the salinity 6f .the deepcentrabpart of the bay remained virtuallY
unchanged iromFebruary :71.~'until March '10, at aboutBd per mille, surface to
bottom.

In 1921 the bottom of the basin off Cape A.nn showed no appreciable alteration
in salinity from December and January to March, with bottom readings of 33.87 to
33.99 per mille at all three-of these stations' (10493,10503, and 10510) in depths of
200 to 250 meters; but the bottom water of the bowl at the mouth of Massachusetts
Bay off Gloucesterfreshened by about 1 :per mille' '(stations 10489 and 10511, 33.84
and 32.7 per mille).

It is doubtful.therefore, whether any appreciable drift inward over the bottOIl1
of the gulf took place during the winters of 1921 or 1925; and while' rising salinity
gave evidence ofsomesuch movement into Massachusetts Bay in the winter of 1913,
the alteration from month to month was so small as to prove it small in volume as
well as intermittent in character. In the Bay of Fundy, again, according to Mavor
(1923,p. 375},salinity' decreased slightly between January. 3 'and February 28 in

1917.13 In short, suclrevidence.i.as is available suggests that the winter sees it

decided slackening of the drift of slope water inward through the Eastern Channel.

SUMMARIES OF SALINITY FOR REPRESENTATIVE LOCALITIES

Summaries of the annual' cycle follow for localities where the greatest number of
observations have been taken. Unfortunately, none of these stations in the open
gulfafford.a complete year's cycle at intervals close enough, either in time or in depth,
to be lnorethan preliminary, but at the least they will serve to illustrate the major
changes tobe expected from season to season and from 'the surface downward.

BAY. OF FUNDY

Mavor's (1923) records 9f salinity on 18 occasions,eovedng the interval froIl1
August 25, HH6, to May 10, 1918, at a station near .the mouth of the Bay of
Fundy, between Grand .Manan and Nova Scotia, are especially instructive in this
connection. The outstanding event in the annual cycleof salinity here is the sudden
freshening of the surface that takes place in!3priI).g (fig. 165), occasioned by the out­
pouring of fresh. w,ater from the rivers emptying into the ba:y~chieflyfrom the
St. John. This occurred between the 10th of April and the 10th of Mayin both of
these xears(probably the usual date). As described above (p. 743), thesurface the ll

sa~ts again as the thin stratum so affected mixes with the salter water from beloW,
. .. .. . ---

UNo salinities were recorded prior to thatdatedurlng that winter.
nPrlncrstlltion 3, Jan. 3, salinity. 32,6per mille lit the surface, 33,24 per mille at 100meters.aad 33.33 per mille at 175meters,

while on Feb. 28the values at these same depths were 32.66, 32,97, and 33,01 per mille. . , ,
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to reach its maximumfor.theyearin·October(as in, .1917)dr November-December
(as in 1916).-an annual. difference no greater than might be 'expected in any coastal'
region where the precise salinity is so largely governed by the volume of river water;'
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FIG. 165.-Seasonal variations of salinity In the Bay of' Fuhdy, August, 1016,to December,1917; at-the surtaoo, 50
meters, 100meters,~nd 175meters, .qq~struqteeJ. from Mavor's n923) ~abl,os

During the remainder of 'the year the surface s'alinity of this part of the -bay is
comparatively uniform.,. , , '

Vernal freshening is progressively less and less effective with increasing depth,
so that the salinity of the 50-meter level decreased only by about 1.2 per mille
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from .ita-maximumto itsminimum during the year illustrated, -thelOO-meterlevel
by about as much, though the surface freshened 'by upwards of 4, per mille. This
secular -change also-culminates litter ,inthe.$eason with depth, just as vernal warming
does (p. 664), with the mid-stratum least saline about the first of September or four
months after the salinity of the surface h'as passed its minimum for the year.
TM progressive freshening of the 75 to 100 meter stratum was also interrupted in
the' July-in question by some temporary welling up of more saline water from below.

The graph (fig. 165) is also instructive for its demonstration that the incorpora­
tion of the vernal outpouring of river ~ater into the superficial strata of the' bay;has
little, if any, effecton the salinity at depths greater than about 140 to 150 meters.
Consquently the periodic variations that take place in its deepest waters reflect cor­
responding variations in the volume and precise salinity of the inflow over its riro
from the open basin of the gulf outside. Slight undulations in the curve for the 175­
meter level (fig. 165) show a sort of irregular pulse in this respect, in which the
annual variations seem (from available data) wider than the seasonal variations.

, This graph is a striking illustration of the general rule that the vertical range of
salinity is widest in coastwise boreal waters, generally, at the time of the vernal fresh­
ening of the surface; narrowest in autumn and winter, when little land water enters
and when winds, waves,and tidal currents stir the water most actively.

MASSACHUSETTS BAY REGION

The regional distribution of salinity in and abreast of Massachusetts Bay is such
that a difference of 3 to 5 miles in the location, nearer to or farther from shore, is
associated with wide differences in salinity, especially at the surface, so closely does
the-freshest water hug the land during most of the year.

The accompanying composite graph (fig. 166), based on monthly averages for
'Various years 8 to 12 miles of Gloucester, is offered as an approximation of the sea­
sonal progression to be expected in years neither unusually' salt nor unusually
fresh, unusually late in seasonal schedule nor unusually early; 14 and it pre­
tends to nothing more. It does not represent anyone year; in fact, some of the
individual readings have differed considerably from the smoothed curve laid down
here, differences reflecting the annual variations described in the preceding pages.

The curve for the surface corroborates an earlier graph, based on less extensive
data (Bigelow, 1917, p. 207, fig. 42), to the effect that the superficial stratum of
water may show vernal freshening as early as the end of February or a month earlier
than in the Bay of Fundy (p. 808) i but additional records for the spring months have
proven that the minimum salinity for the year is to be expected considerably earlier
in the season in Massachusetts Bay than 1 formerly supposed, and that the salinity
falls to a much lower value there at its annual minimum. It is a fortunate chance
that our survey has included one spring (1920) that may be described as "fresh" in
this region, and one. (1925) as "salt." These two years differed little during the first
half of April (p. 728; 32 to 32;4 per mille), and the surface seems to have freshened to
its minimum about the last of April or first of May in both years," However, while

11 The station occupied at this general locality In July, 1916, Is omitted, that being an unusually ftesh year.
'.'Obsorvatlons were not taken at Intervals close enough toestablish the date.more closely than this.



PHYSICAL OCEANOGRAPHY OF THE GULF OF MAINE S11

this reduced the surface salinity by at least 3.2pel'lnille betwe~nApri1'9 and May 4
(29.1 per mille) in 1920, the lowest value recorded at the mouth of the bay In' ~925
Was 31.3 per mille on April 23 and again on May 22,thorigh it is possible, 61 course,
that th~ "peak'<'fell' between these two dates, as already remarkedIp, 74,1).

A considerably higher surface, value at this loqality on May' 4, 1915 (station
10266, 32.3 per mille), is reconcilable ontheassumption. (discussed above) th'!ltthe
effects' of-, vernAl,freshening were more 'closely' confined, to' the inimediate vicinity, of
the land in that spring; . However, this record is averaged on t4e graph (fig. "166).
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based On monthly averages of the records In the, various years. The data for July, 1916, are omitted ·for the reason
given on p.810' , .

Taking one year with another, the lowest surface salinity of the year is to be
expected at this general locality between the last week of April and last week of May.
Surface values lower than 31 per mille (sometimesns low as 29 per miIle) are to be
expectedthere at some time during this period-s-a decrease of more than 2 per mille'
from the maximum.salinityat the end of winter,'

The vernal freshening at this particular region results chiefly from the discharges
from the large ri vers to the north (nearest of these is the Merrimac), for no large
streams empty in the immediate vicinity. • Consequently, any fluctuations in the
volume and direction of the drift past Cape Ann will be mirrored by corresponding



812 BULLET,IN QF, THE BUREAU. OF FISHERIES

fluctuations.in the salinity of the surface water at the mouth of MassachusettsBay,
and~o may confuse the seasonal picture.

. .In .1925 the surface salinity remained close to the annual minimum at this ·local­
ity for several weeks (perhaps this is always the case). A considerable increase was
then recorded (to about 32.3 per mille; p. 756);. but if this is an annual event '(which
is by no means certain)it is. followed by a second freshening, for the surface records
for this region .for July and August, in the several years of .record, have averaged
only about 81.5 per mille (or 31.3 per mille, if one station for July" 1916, be included),
with 32.09 per mille as the maximum. The salinity then increases slowly through
the autumn and earIy winter, as just described (p. 799). Differences in circulation
may bring the surface to its saltest there as early.asthe last of December, as seems
to have happened in 1920 (p. 805), or not until well into March, as in 1913 (p. 808).
Comparison between the graphs for the Bay of Fundy (fig. 165) and for the mouth
of Massachusetts Bay (fig. 166) brings out the interesting difference that while the
surface salinity of the former continues comparatively constant throughout the year,
except for the period of 4 or 5 months that .covers the vernal freshening and its
eclipse, the salinity rises and falls oyer a period of 8 or 9 months off Massachusetts
Bay, with only the winter describable as comparatively static. .

. The differences in salinity from season to season at the surface are so much wider
than the differences at any given season from year to year that inclusion of the lat­
ter does not rob the composite graph (fig. 1~6) of its illustrative value. Annual
fluctuations, however,introduce a more and more serious source of error atgreater
and greater depths.es the effects of vernal freshening from vabove become less and
less apparent, untilthe former may nearly, if not quite, equal the seasonal fluctua­
tions at depths no greater than 40 meters. Consequently,' a combination of the data
for different years gives a less trustworthy picture of the seasonal progression for the
deep water; and monthly data for anyone year, which would yield such a picture,
are yet to be obtained.

Nevertheless, when such data as are available are combined, by seasons, for the
40-~eter level 16 a rather definite progression does appear, with values averaging 32.8
to 33.1 per mille for the cold half of the year (November through March), decreasing
to 32.6 per mille in April, 32.5 per mille in May, 32.3 per mille for July to October,
and increasing again through the early winter. While the 40-meter value was as
high there on June 16 and 17,1925(33.17 per mille), as any recorded for February
or March, this is the only record for the period July to October that has been higher
than the mean for the year (approximately 32.6 to 32.7 per mille). On the other
hand, only 1 of the 10 records for the period January to March has fallenappreci­
ably below the annual mean.

The salinity of the 40-meter level, therefore, may be expected to vary by about
0.7 per mille at the mouth of Massachusetts Bay during average years, being-most
saline at about the same season that the surface is at its maximum (late winter), but
not at its freshest until two or three months after the salinity at the surface has
passed its minimum (in May) and begun to increase once more. However, the
unusually saline state of the water in this region in June, 1925, is sufficient evidence'

;. Nove;Jber to Janu~ry, 6 stations; February to March, 5 stations; April to May, 4 stations; June, FiBh Hawk cruise 14 In
1925; July to August, 6 stations; September to October, 2 stations (or the several years.
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that this progression may be interrupted by indrafts of water from offshore, or that
the seasonal schedule may vary from year to year.

The 100-m(}tersalinities for this locality have averaged about 32.9 to 33'per mille'
for .the period February to July (extremes 33.8 and 32.5 per mille), with no definite
seasonal variation during that period. All but one of the determinations for the
period August to October have been appreciably.lower (32.5 and 32.6 per mille) than
anyfor;therest of the year, however. An average seasonal varition-ofabout 0.3
per mille is thus indicated. atJOO meters,reflecting the extreme depth to .which vernal
freshening from aboveis.effeotivet.but here, near its lower limit, this.fresheningdoes
not culminate until a month or twolater than at 40 meters, or four monthslater than
at. the surface.

The. data collected so.Iar fail to show whether any definite seasonal variation. of
this eortcan betraced at depths greater than 100 meters at this locality.

Oloser to land,in Massachusetts Bay off Boston Harbor, .vernal freshening
effect.s about as great a decrease in the salinity of the surface as at the mouth-s­
from 32.1 to 3.2.2 per mille in March (of 1920 and 1921).to about 31 per mille in
April and to about 30 .per mille in May, followed by rather rapid recovery to.Sl-to
32 per mille through July and August. The lowest values have .been recorded as
early in the year at 40 meters as at the surfa,c.e{about 31.6 to 31.7 per mille, April
and May, 1920). .' ,

,OFFING OF TI-I,~ ME~R1MAC RIVER

The truly remarkable extent to which the vernal discharges from the large rivers
govern the seasonal cycle of salinity in the coastwise belt of the gulf is illustrated by
the offing of the Merrimac. To the southward of the Isles of Shoals, in its train,
vernal freshening is as sudden an event and the decrease in the salinity of the sur­
face.is as great {by about 4 per mille) as in the Bay of Fundy (p. 808) jbut in
the trough between the Isles of Shoals and Jeffreys Ledge, only some 20 miles out
from 'the mouthbf the river, the extreme range of salinity so far recorded at the
surface for the months of December, March, April, May, July, August; October, and
November 17 has been only about 1.2 per mille (31.6 to 32.8 per mille); nor does ver­
nal freshening seem to culminate there. until August-three months later than along
shore., Furthermore, its effect is so closely confined to the immediate surface here
that it has little effect at 40 meters and is not definitely reflected at all in the records
for 100 meters or deeper where the salinity has proved virtually constant from sea­
son to season and with but slight variations from year to year.

NEAR MOUNT DESERT ISLAND

The vernal freshening of the surface culminates at about the same season near
Mount Desert Island as in the Bay of Fundy-i. e. late jn April or early in
:May.IS However, this sector of the coast is so much less affected by river water,
and so much more open to the offshore waters of the gulf,that. the seasonal range

17A total of 10stations.
18 Although only 12sets of salinities have been taken here. the fact that we have records for 6 consecutive months for 1915. and

that the other data are consistent with these. makes the graph a reliablo pIcture of the eyele for the half year. May to October,
WhIch Coversthe seesonwhen the greatest changes In sallnlty take place.
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of surface salinity is only about one-fourth as wide (about 1 per mille) as in the Bay
of Fundy-half as wide as at the mouth of Massachussetts Bay. The surface off
Mount Desert then salts again slowly right through the summer and early, autumn,
its salinity increasing from about 31.5 per mille on May 11,1915 (station 10275), to
to 32.66 per mille on October 9 (station 10328); and while we lack data for No­
vember and December it is probable that' the surface is nearitssaltest here during
the late autumn and early winter, for readings for, January 1,1921, and March 3.
1920,were, somewhat lower and almost precisely alike (32.3 and 32.2 perimille):

The seasonal fluctuation associated with land drainage is strictly confined to
the superficial stratum off this open coast, probably because" the more 'saline water
in the trough of the gulf tends to bank up along this part of the coastal slope here
at all times of year. Thus the highest and the lowest salinities yet recorded at the
40-meter level near Mount Desert are only about 0.4 per mille apart (32.16 per mille,
July 19, 1915, station 10302, and 32.6 per mille, August 13,1913, station 10099).
About the same range and the same maximum and minimum values were recorded
near bottom at 80 'meters, though the water at this depth proved most saline in'
January (station 10497, January 1, 1921, 32.6 per mille); least so in May (station
10274, May 10, 1915,32.23 per mille).

GERMAN BANK

The seasonal cycle on German Bank appears from the following summary:

Date I
" 'I-~allnlty I 8allnI,ty IStation at the at 40

surface meters
Date ,I ' I8a,lInltY I 8allnliyStation at the at 40

, surface ,meters

Per mille Per mille Per mille Per mille
Mar. 23, 1920 ............."'" 20085 132.00 32.63 Aug. 14, 1912..........__....... { 10029 } 32.70 32.80Apr. 15, 1920....__•__••••__• ___ 20103 32.74 32.79 10030
~r. 28, 1919,••••__........._••• '22 31. 70 31.70 Aug. 12, 1913......____••.•c.... ' 10005 32.75 32.97

ay 7, 1915....__ •••••• , •••_. 10271 31. 89 31. 94 Aug. 12, 1914.•••___•• __• __••••_ 10244 32.84 32.90:!:
May 30, 1919._.__•• __._ ....c••• ' '38 31.67 31.70 Sept. 2, 1915•• ___• __•• _••••_... 10311 32.23 32.50
June 19,1915......_....... __... ' 10290 32.07 32.10

-
1 Probably, 2 Ice Patrol station.

A seasonal variation of at least 1 per mille is thus to be expected there, with
the whole column of water least saline sometime between the last of April and' first
of June, the exact date depending on the flow and ebb of the Nova Scotian current.
Data for this part of the gulf during autumn and winter are, desiderata. ,

WESTERN SIDE Of THE BASIN

The extent to which the salinity of the basin of the gulf is affected by the out­
rush of river waterIn spring depends more on the tracks of the latter than on the
distance offshore. Consequently, the considerable variations that have been re~

corded in the salinity of the surface of the basin in the offing of Cape Ann from summer
to summer no doubt reflect corresponding variations in the volume and direction
of the drift from the north past Cape Ann.

In the summers of 1912 and 1914 this drift appears to have been turned sharply
offshore by the jutting cape, so that the surface water of the neighboring parts of
the basin was about 1 per mille less saline in July and August than the mean value
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to. be expected therein ,spring: In 1915, however, the surfacefreshened by only
about 0.5 per mille at that locality from May to. June; and while salinity may have
fallen somewhat lower that July (when no observations were -taken) , it was about
the same there at the :end of August (32.5' per mille a,.t station 10307) as it had been
in June.

The available data 19 show' the surface freshest .here in July or August; or three
months later. than at the mouth ofMassachusetts Bay (p. 811), and not saltest until
May;(p. 745), when the' coastwise belt is least saline, a seasonal difference associated
with the geographic location.

.ItIa-nct-possible to follow the seaeonalprogreseion Of salinity in.the deeper
strata of the basin from rthe data at hand because the annual variations outrange
the seasonal var-iations,even at as small a depth as 40 meters. I can only point out
that the:40-metersalinity decreased from 33;I5.per mille on May 5, in 1915, to 33
per mille on June 26 and to 32.75 per mille on August 31, suggesting that vernal
freshening culminates latere.t this depth than-at.ithe surface, as, indeed, is to be
expected. At 100 meters the values for Mayo .Jnne, and August, 1915, all fell
close together (33.08 to 33.17 per mille); and the .extreme range of variation so far
recorded at this level.dor all years and, seasons, has only been from about 32.5 per
mille to about 33.2 per mille.inthis part of the basin.

Pulses in the indraft of banks water govern the salinity of the deeps of the gulf
(p..848) ; and these are reflected in fluctuations from a minimum of about 33.5 per
mille to a maximum of about 3,4.1 per mille at the 200-meter level in the basin off
Cape, Ann.' However, as pointed out (p, 852), it is, not yet .known how regularly
periodic these fluctuations, are, and 'if periodic, their exact seasonal schedule.

ANNUAL SURVEY OF SALINITY ON THE BOTTOM
,< . "

The salinity of the bottom water of the gulf (interesting chiefly for its biologic
bearing) is determined in part by the depth and in part by proximity, on the one
hand,to the EastemOhanriel and on the other to the coastline, with the outflow
from its rivers. It is also influenced by the Nova Scotian current and by the general
anticlockwise eddy that occupies the basin of the gulf. In inclosed sinks and bowls
the degree of isolation is the determining factor.

In summer and autumn the whole bottom of the open basin deeper than 175
meters has invariably proved salter than 33.5 per mille-salter than 34 per mille at
most places and on most occasions. In 1914 a maximum of about 35 per mille was
recorded for the southeastern part, out through the Eastern Channel (p. 785), but this
may have been a somewhat higher value than is usual for that situation, The state
of the gulf in the midwinter of 1920-1921 and in the 'spring of 1920, with the fact
that all but two out of 31 records of the salinity of the two arms of the trough
deeper that 175 meters have fallen between :33.8 and 34.5 per mille, irrespective of
the time of year, make itunlike'y that it-. bottom normally experiences a variation
Wider than about 0.5 per milloin salinity during the year, or from year to year, in
depths greater than 150 meters. Animal<l living on bottom in deep water in the gulf

"Thirteen stations for the months of February, Marc '•. , -"I, • .\1ay, June, July, August, Novewber,lInd December In var-
lous years." . " " , ..



816 BULLETIN OF THE 'BUREAU OF FISHERIES

therefore enjoy an environment that is virtually uniform in this respect from years
end to years end. ,The only exception to this rule has been-the eastward of Cashes
Ledge, where we have found the salinity of the bottom water only 33.2 per mille in
May at a depth of 185 meters (station 10269), contrasting with 33.6 to 34 per mille
earlier in spring and in summer.

Certain other regional variations in the state of the bottom water of the trough
also 'can be traced within more narrow limits. Thus, its' eastern arm is usually
slightly less saline along the western slope than the eastern,independent of depths.
In the western arm, however, off Cape Ann, the salinity of-the-bottom water is more
directly a factor of the depth. .The salinity 'on the interveningbrokenbottom' has
usually been slightly below 34 per mille; once (in March, 1920) as low 'as 33.4 'per
mille.. .A month later, however, it had risen to 34.18 per mille at this same locality';
and water of 34 per mille must, overflow the irregular ridge' south of Cashes' Ledge
with some regularity, this being its only route to the basin to the 'west.! An overflow
of this sort was,in fact, reflected: by an increase in the bottom salinity there from
33,4 per mille on March 20, 1920,t034.18per mille on April 17 at depths of 175 to
200 meters (stations 20052 and 20114).

An unmistakable, if slight,increase in the bottom.salinity, depth for depth, is
characteristic of the floor of the gulf from the inner parts of its two troughs
out to the entranceto the Eastern Channel, probably at all seasons.

We have found the bottom salinity of ,the depth zone between the' 175anrl 150
meter contours (narrow everywhere except north ofCashes Ledge) averaging about
33;6 per mille, winter -and: summer, ranging from occasional values close to 35 per
mille (or even slightly higher) at the deeper level to a mean of about 33~3per mille
at the shoalerboundary. No definite seasonal variation is demonstrated in water
as deep as this, but the recorded variations, station for station, ar.e associated with
the pulses in the inflowing bottom current (p, 690) ..

This depth zone is interesting, however, because it includes the isolated bowl
at .the mouth of the Massachusetts Bay, the trough west of Jeffreys Ledge, and the
deeper parts.of the Bay of Fundy, in all ofwhich the bottom water isconsiderably
less saline than at corresponding depths in the open basin outside. In the most
nearly inclosed of the three-off Gloucester-the bottom water at any given time of
year is virtually uniform from a depth of about 100 meters (slightly below the level of
the inclosing rim) down to 170·meters.

Regional differences in salinity increase greatly at depths less than 150 meters'
as the water shoals, depending on the geographic location, with the changes of the
seasons also governing, the bottom salinity more and more, so that the picture,
becomes increasingly complex.

In the coastal zone between Cape Cod and Cape Sable the bottom salinity, at,
depths of 100 to 150 meters; has been found to vary from 32.38 per mille to 34.11
per mille, according to depth, locality, and date. On the whole it averages lowest
in the bowl off Gloucester, in the trough west of Jeffreys Ledge, and in the Bay of
Fundy (32.2 to 33.2 per mille for this depth zone); highest on the northeastern
slope of the open basin near Lurcher Shoal, where we have had one bottom reading
as high as 34.11 per mille in water only 120 meters deep (station 10245, Augllst 12,
1914), with others of 33.4 to 33.8 per mille. The upper part of this depth zone also'
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shows the seaaonaleffects-of.land drainage and oithe Nova Scotian current. Thus, we
'have foundthebottom.ofithe Northern Ohannelfresheninglfromabout33.6 per mille
in March, 1920, to 32.8 per mille inA.pril at 125 to 135 meters, with 32.9 per mille
.in July, 1914. Off .Lurcher Shoal, where the bottom salinity has averaged about
33.7 per mille at the 100-meter contour in August and September, 33.5 per mille,
March to April,and 33.08 per mille on J anuaryA, 1921, it 'was only about.32.3 per
mille at 90 meters 'on May'10, 1915 (fig. 108) .

. The bottom salinity of the northern and western sides of the gulf ranges from
about 32.3 to 32.5 permillealong the 100-meter contouriri August to 32.5 to 33 per
mille in winter, according to the precise locality; and the 100<to 150 meter zone
along the northern slopes of Georges Bank (here only a few miles wide) is close to
33 per mille in spring, summer, and at the end of the winter, with no definite sea­
sonal variation demonstrable from the observations taken there so far;

On the seaward slope of Georges Bank these depths inoludethe so-called" warm
zone" (p. 530), the salinity of which has been sufIicientlydiscussed in the preceding
pages. I need only add here that it varies from about 34 per mille to upwardsof
35 per, mille, hence is considerably more saline' than the corresponding depths any­
where within the gulf.

The zone included between the 40 and 100 meter contours is especially interest­
ing because it comprises most of the important fishing grounds, both within the gulf,
on Browns Bank, on all but the shoalest parts of Georges Bank, the South Channel,
and the outer part of the continental shelf.

The bottom readings for July and August at stations so shoal have varied between
31.8 and 33.2 per mille around the western and northern slopes of the gulf, with 32
to 33.2 per mille on bottom in 40 to 140 meters at our June to August stations at
the mouth of Massachusetts Bay.

Close in to the western shore of Nova Scotia, Vachon's (1918) record of 31.09 to
32.33 per mille at 40 to 45 meters off Yarmouth show the bottom averaging some­
What less saline, depth for depth, than in most other parts of the gulf. Bottom
salinities are also low off OapeSable (32 to 32.3 per mille in 50 to 55 meters in July
and August, 1914). In the open Bay of Fundy, Mavor (1923) had 31.9 to 32.9 per
mille in depths of 50 to 100 meters in August, 1919, while Vachon (1918) records
bottom salinities of 31.13 to 32.4 per mille at 45 to 55 meters in St. Marys Bay and
31.2 to 32.2 per mille in 40 to 70 meters depth in Passamaquoddy Bay in the sum­
mer of.1916. It is an interesting question, for future solution, whether the bottom
salinity of Penobscot Bay and Frenchmans Bay is equally low or whether enough
water drifts inward along their troughs to maintain bottom salinities as high as off
the open coast.

Little change seems to take place in the bottom salinity of the 40 to 100 meter
depth zone along the northern slope of the gulf in autumn, winter, or March. Thus,
14 stations between Cape Cod and the Bay of Fundy averaged about the same at 25
to 80 meters in September and October (32.4 per mille) as in summer, with 4 stations
east ofGape Elizabeth averaging 32.7 per mille (extremes of 32.8 and 32.6 per mille)
in the midwinter of 1920-21 at ,60 to 100 meters. The bottom values for this sector
in March, in equal depths, have been 32.4 to 32.5 per mille. Close agreement between
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the bottom salinity at 40 meters ioffYarmouth on January 4, 1921 (3L3 per-mille,
.station 10501),'and Vachon's summer records.for that locality '(p. 769) suggest equal
constancy as characteristic of the Nova Scotian .side from Iate.summer to midwinter.

Vernal freshening by the rivers and by the Nova Scotian: current 'affects but
slightly even the shoaler part of the 40 to 100 meter bottom zone, as described
above (p. 750)---cthedeeper parts hardly appreciably (p. 752).: In Massachusetts'Bay
this event is reflected in a decrease in salinity by about 0.3 to OAper mille from
March to May(p.813), the Bay of Fundy (p. 809) and the eastern side.of the gulf, as
exemplified by German Bank (p. 814), freshening somewhat-more: but ,it is doubtful
whether any vernal freshening of the bottom water from this source is appreciable
along the sector between Cape Elizabeth and Mount Desert at depths greater than
100 to 120 meters, except close in to the mouths of rivers (p.814).

At the end of .the winter and in spring we have found the bottom water at this
depth varying from 32.5 per mille to about 33 per mille in salinity on the offshore
banks, also; and in some years (1916,for example) bottom salinities no higher than
this prevail up to the third week in July-e-perhaps later still; but in other summers
(typified by 1914) when slope waters creep in over the shelf during the first two
months of summer it raises the bottom salinity to 34 to 34.9 per mille along the
southern (offshore) edge of Georges Bank and on Browns Bank.

The zone shoaler than 40 meters falls naturally into two divisions, the one
including the waters immediately fringing the coast line of the gulf, the other the
greater part of Nantucket Shoals and the shoals on Georges Bank. This zone
extends right. up to: .tide line within the gulf; including the shoal bays and river
mouths ;,henee,its bottom water .ranges.in salinity from brackish, on the one hand,
to maximum values of about·32.9 per mille toward its lowerboundary, on the other,
and experiences the full effects of seasonal freshening. Very little attention has
yet been, paid to the salinity of this zone around the open gulf; but our stations
in Massachusetts Bay in August, 1922, .withthe-Canadian data for the Bayof Fum:iy
region, added to such other evidence as is available; point to about 31 to 32.5 per
mille as the usual limits to the bottom .salinity at 10 to 40 'meters depth Insuminer
.and autumn all along the open ,.' shores' from. Cape Cod to. Cape Sable,including
Casco Bay and the Bay ofFundy. Considerably lower bottom salinities are to be
expected. over this depth zone in estuaries into which .large rivers empty; Vachon
(1918), in fact, has recorded values of 28.22per:'tnille,to<31.49 per mille at the
mouth of the St. Croix River, varying according to precise locality and stage of the
tide, with. 31.14 per mille at 20 meters in Kennebecasis Bay and 30.2 to 32.6 .per
mille at 20 meters at the mouth of the Annapolis River for September, 1916.

The zone from the surface down to a depth of 20 to 30 meters is the onlypart
of the bottom of the gulf that experiences a wide .seasonal.fluctuation in salinity
from' the'vernal freshening of the surfacestratum from. the land.and from the vernal
expansion ofthe Nova-Scotian current.·.ln this shallow water, however, the change
in salinity from autumn and winter (when it is near its maximum) to May (when,
generally speaking it falls to itsminirnum) is so,wide that .the bottom fauna must
either he comparatively indifferent to the .salinityof the water or able to carry out
bathicmigrations sufficiently' extensive' to escape them.
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:,' No bottom samples .have been collected on the shoal parts of Nantucket Shoals,
but neighboring stations suggest 32 to 32.5 per mille as the probable values there, at
20 to 40 meters for the summer, autumn, and winter-perhaps slightly lower in
spring.

ALKALINITY

It has long been known that under normal circumstances sea water is invari­
ably a very slightly alkaline solution. Within the last few years attention has been
attracted to the seasonal and regional variations in the precise degree of alkalinity
in the sea by the probability that this feature of the aquatic environment may be
one of the controlling factors in the biology of marine organisms, especially of the
unicellular planktonic forms. Seasonal changes in this respect also afford a possible
measure of the activity of diatom and other plant flowerings, and thus of. the inten­
sity of life processes in general in the sea, because marine plants increase the alka­
linity of the flea water as they draw carbon from the bicarbonates.in solution.

This whole question is exceedingly technical; so much so that no convenient
measure for alkalinity has yet been devised, themeaning of which would :be obvious
to anyone who had not devoted some attention to the subject. Salinity, for exam­
ple, is expressed in percentage or per thousand (the more usual terminology), tem­
perature in degrees-expressions sufficiently familiar to be readily understood. The
degree of alkalinity, however, usually is stated in terms of the concentration of the
hydrogen-ion, which can hardly be expected to bring a concrete image to the mind
of anyone not a trained chemist. Perhaps to the marine biologist or to the ocean­
ographer who is not a trained chemist the following quotation in non-technical lan­
guage may help to clarify the matter:

The unit of hydrogen-ion concentration is 1 normal hydrogen-ion per liter of water, or about
1 gram of hydrogen-ion per liter. The finest distilled water contains only about 1 gram of hydro­
gen-ion in '10,000,000 liters of water at about 22° C., and thus its hydrogen-ion concentration is

'about 10-7• Sea water, however, is alkaline and contains only about a tenth this ,concentration of
, hydrogenions. (Mayor, 1919, P: 157.)

'I'hesymbol "pH" was invented by Sorensen (1909) and has since 'been widely
adopted to avoid the necessity of writing negative exponents, the notations added
thereto being-stated in the baldest possible terms-the logarithm of the reciprocal
9£ the true hydrogen-ion ooncentration." Therefore, the larger the number of pH
the less acid or more alkaline is the water, pH 7 being about neutrality, anything
below that acid, and anything above that alkaline.

Determinations of the alkalinity of the sea water can be carried out with little
difficulty at sea by the colorimetric method."

The colorimetric tubes used on the Albatross in 1920 and on the Halcyon were
prepared especially for us by Dr. A. G. Mayor and used as prescribed by him
(Mayor, 1922, p. 63). These give correct readings for pH if the salinity be 32 to 33
per mille, but for higher salinities every additional 1 per mille of salinity requires a

10 For a (qller oxplanatfonor the reason-ror expressing the hydrogen-Ion concentratlon by. the term pH, rather than directly,
see Mayor (1019 and 1922), Clark (1920), and Atkins (1922).

21 McClendon, Gault, and Mulholland (1917) and Mayor (1910) give details as to the preparation and use o( the oomparator
tubes (or rough and ready use at sea.


